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You'll laugh
King’s fist-fe

BY DAVm GERMAIN
VIZ WRITER

'l'hum are two choices on The
Scorpion King: You can laugh
AT Tho Rock or lavgh WITH him
aa he poses, floxes, glowers and
pile-drives his way through a
string of violent dust-ups in
ancient Egypt.

-The safe bet is you'll laugh
with him.

The Scorpion King, an offshoot
of The Mummy franchise, is o
brisk, amiably silly fist fest that
establishes pro wrostler The
Rock as heir apparent to Arnold
Schwarzenegger for favorito on-
screen bruiser.

. With testostorone to sparo,
this is a guy's flick among guy
flicks, delivering bone-crunching
action, goofy humor, loads of
nasty creepy-crawlies including
cobras and ravenous fire anta,
and o solid skin factor courteay
of scantily clad co-star Kelly Hu,

The-Scorpion King fliea by
quickly, nicely poaced by director
Chuck Russell, who keeps the
awords, arrows ‘and punches fly-
ing in good, old-fashioned,
swashbuckling style.

And critical to the movic's suc-
cess, its violence is cartoonish
and sanitized enough to draw a
PG-13 rating so the film can
pack in the early teen-age boys.

Reprising his brief role in Jast
year's The Mummy Returns, Tho
Rock stars as Mathayus, one of
the last survivors of an ancient
race of Akkadian assassins.

Mathayus is hired by ravaged
tribes to kill tho sorcercas Cas-
sandra (Kelly Hu), whoso advice
has helped the evil warlord
Memnon (Steven Brand) drive
his opponents to near extinction.
Yet Cassandra proves atrangely

at Scorpion

st action

sympathetic to Mathayus, who,

- after a series of daring escapes

from Memnon's thugs, kidnaps
the sorcercss and fleea with her
into the desert.

Thoy wind up as allies in the
fight against Memnon, aided by
the Nubian behomoth Balthazar
{Michael Clarke Duncan), inven-
tor Philes (Bernard Hill) and
comic-relief geck Arpid (Grant
Heslov).

“After g hard day of looting
and pillaging, there’s no greater
city than Gomorrah,” Arpid pro-
claima as ho.and Mathayus
approach the sinful city, **Except
maybe Sodom."

The main cast is rounded out
by Peter Facinelli as Memnon's
villainous ally, Prince Takmet,
and Olympic gold medalist Sher-
ri Howard as Queen Isis.

Stephen Sommers, writer- '

director of both mummy movies,
is & producer and co-wrote tha
sereenplay for The Scorpion
King, which has the same campy
spirit as its predecessors.

Scorpion King relies far less
than The Mummy flicks on glitzy
visual effects, leaning instead on
stunts, aword play and bare-
knuckle combat, Watching the
battle of the giants when The
Rock and Duncan mix it up is
almost worth the price of a ticket
alone (and it's no less belicvable
than a choreographed champi-
onship bout in the professional
wrestling world).

For all the grace-on-wires of
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
and the slow-motion finesse of
The Matrix and its many capy-
cats, Scorpion King is n nice
reversion to pure power over
agility.
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Scheduled to open Friday, Apdt 19
THE SCORPION KING B
Seat In earty ancient Egypt, 1his s Lhe
story of how 8 poasart, who wicaks
revenge on a mosauding oy who pik
1aged his vllioge and how ha eventualty
becomes the First Pharosh of Egypt,
known as the Scotplon King. Stars.
Owayne *The Rock® Johnson, Michaal
Clarke Duncon, Poter Facinalll, Kolly Hu
ond Bernard Smith, Disectod by Chuck
Russall. {Univessal Plciures) Rated PG-
13, :

10 open Fridsy, Apri) 28

JASON X

In tho yeer 2458, long after humanity hos.
ohonsoned Eanh gs o lifefess planet, sn
axpedition of archaoolegical students dis-
covors a rosearch facility where two peo-
ple ara eryogenically frozen: One a young
woman, the other 8 large melo In a
stronge mask, Tha ico begins 10 thaw,
0nd 30 tho students bring the bodios
back to their spaceship, having no Idea
whot they Just unleashed on the future...

RIQ BAD LOVE

This drsms woaves togother the storos .
of an alcoholic Vietnam vet, Leon Barlow,
struggling to become B working writer and
that of his exawife, Marlyn, who refuses
1o aliow him (0 sea thele pre-adolescent
son, Alan and dsughter, Allsha, who has
on Incurable iliness, Stars Asdiss Howard,
Debra Winger, Olivia Kersey and Angla
Dickinson. Dizected by Adiss Howsrd.
{IFC Films) Rated R

Scheduled to open, Fridsy, Moy 3

HOLLYWOOD ENDING

Mum's the word on the plot excopt the
fact that Woody Allen plays a Hollywood
ditectos who Is hired to direct his exwife
(Tea Leonl) In & movie. Featured pipyers
Include filmmaker Mark Rydell as Allon’s
sgent, and Treat Williams as Laon's new
boyfriend, the studio boss. Lending
femme support are Dedra Messing {from
TV's Will and Grace) and TiffankAmber
Theissen, Allen directs the comedy,
marking his first fosture since complating
Curso of the Jade Scorplan in 2001,
Rated PG-13

ond af course, on Jason.
{New Line) Rated R

UFE, OR SOMETHING LIKE T

The film ravolves oround Lonte Kestigon
{Angelino Jollo), a feature feposter at a
Seattle television station, who scoms 10
have it all: A baseball-superstars
boyftlend, a gorgeous apartment and &
shot at a big natwork assignment. In the
midst of a flutf-pioce/interview, & home-
Jess toca) street “seer” nomed Prophet
Jack tells Lenle that sho fonds a mean-
Ingloss existence, and will dic the foliow-
Ing week. When Prophct Jock's othes pre-
dictions coma true, Lanle begins 1o re-
cxamina her lifa and priorities, which
includes rokindling a retationship with a
camoraman (Edward Burns) with whom
she has long been at 0dds. Stephen
Herek directs the drama, Other {eatured
players include Tony Shalhout, Christlon
Hane, and Stockard Chanaing. (Twentieth
Century Fox) Rated PG-13

THE TRIUMPH OF LOVE

Loonide (Mira Sorvino), Princess of Spar-
ta, 10s0rs 10 deception end disgulse 1o
win the man she loves, a young prince
whoso throns she along the woy helps
restore. The only problem I8 that her vark-
ous disguises, both male and female,
end up thrice engaged. (Paramount Clas-
sics), Rated PG-23

SPIDERMAN -

Orphoned at an earty age, Peter Porker
(Tobey Magulre} lived n Quasns, Now
York with his beloved Aunt May and
Uncla Ben. Poter fod the life of a nomal
studen?, working as a photographer at
the Daity Bugle under the tutelage of pub-
lisher 4. Jonah Jameson, pining after tho
beautiful Mary Jane Watson and hanging
out with buddy Harry Osbom. On 6 school
rip, during which Peter and his class-
mates i0 ghven a science demonstration
on spiders, Peter I3 bitten by o genetical-
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- COMING ATTRACTIONS

Iy aitered apider, Soon after, he discov-
ors that ho has unusuol powers: Ha ls
endowed with the strangth and aglitty of
a spidar along with 8 keen, ESPAike spi-
der sanse. Feetured players includo
Kirstin (Gat over it) Dunst o5 Mary Jona
Watson, James Franco (TV's Fresks and
Geoks) ond vetesan actor Clitt Robenson
a3 Pater's Uncle. (Columbia Pictures)
Rated PG-13

DEUCES WILD

Set In tha summer of 1958, the story
16lls of 6 Brookhyn street gang, the
Deuces, as they loam that loyalty and
midnight rumbles can no langer pratect
them tsom the turbulent times ahead.
Gunfights and honor quickly bacome 8
thing of tha past as o now breed of
wiseguys intaaten to take control of their
nelghborhood. Featurad among the
ensemble oo Foiruza Batk, Mot Ditlon,
Stephen Dorff, Balthazar Getty, and Brad
Renfro. Scott Kolvert directs the drama.
{MGM/UA) Rated R

THE NEW QUY

After sealing his uncool reputation with
20 ambamassing ninthgrade acckient, a
high school sludent decldes to switch
alma maters his senior year for a finnt
stad 6t popularity, All goes well until his
piimary nemesis folkrws him 1o the naw
school, Featurad players intlude DJ
Qualls as the uncool student who reln-
vents himself 03 a tough guy, Lyle Lovett,
Eadin Griffin and Eliza Dushky. Edward
Decter helms the comedy, masking his
featurs dirsctodal debut. {Columbia Pic-
tures / Revolution Studios) Rated PG-13

UNFAITHFUL
A middlo-aged wifa and mothes hos an

unexpected and tomid offair with a hand-
‘s0mé younger man, After her husband
discovers her doceil. ho murders his
wife’s lover, and the husband and wife
must faca the consequences of their
nctions. Based on the 1989 fiim °La
Femme infidet”, the film stars Richaid
Gore, Dlane Lane, Otivier Martinez and
€11k Per Suilivon, Acrian Lyne directs the
drama, marking his first since completing
“LOLITA® In 1997, (Twentleth Cantury
Fox) Rated ft '

1o open Wednesday, May 15
STAR WARS: EPISODE U ~ ATTACK OF THE

cLONES

Ton yoats afier tho events of the Phan-
torn Menoce, not only has the galaxy
undergone significant change, but so
fove Obi-Wan Kenobd (Ewan McGregor),
Padme Amidale and Anakin Skywalker as
they 80 thrown together again for the
first ime slnce the Trade Fedarstion Imvo-
slon of Naboo. Anakin has grown Into the
accomplished Jed! sporentice of Obk
Waon, who himself has transitioned from
student (o teacher.

The two Jedi are assigned to protect
Padme whosa life |8 throstened bylh)o-
tion of polrtical separatists. As relation-
ships form and pawerful focces collide,
these haroes faco choices that will R
impact nat onfy thelr own fotes, but the
destiny of the Republic. Featured Inthe |
cast are Natafis Portman as Padme, ‘
Jimemy Simits, Samast L Jackson, Frank .
Oz, lan McDlanmid, Pemlila August, :
Lee, and Hayden
83 Anskin, Directad by George Lucas,
{Twentiath Century Fox) This fitm Is not
yot rated.
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TWO VERY BIG THUMBS UP!
OF THE YEAR'S BEST FILMS.
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« Sunday, May 18, 2002
 Sunday, June 16, 2002
..« Sunday, July 21, 2002
Sunday, Augast 18, 2002
« Saturday and Sunday,
- September 14 & 15, 2002
- »Sunday, October 20, 2002

i Sunday, November 3, 2002

2002 Ann

Antiques Market

5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Road ¢ Ann Arbor, MI
Washtenaw Farm Council Grounds.
(Exit #175 off of 1-94, then south 3 miles)

Arbor

L1

Saturday and Sunday ,
Aprll 20 & 21,2002+ 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

. + Free Parking * Admission $5.00

g Over 300 Dealers in Quality Antiques & Collectibles. All Under
: Cover (7 Bulldings). All items guaranteed as represented. Locator
service for specialities and dealers; on site delivery and shipping
service. Lots of homemade and custom made food.

No pets pleasel

For further information contact:

Nancy & Woody Straub, Managers e P.0. Box 1260 » Panacea, FL 32346-1260

(850) 984-0122

All net proceeds go to support Elementary educzuon.
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