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Church laws, but not
Bible, ban marriages
between first cousins

BY RIICHARD N, OSTLING
AP RELIGION WRITER

Must first cousins be forbldden
mlmnh Bib} ]

n the Bible, and in many parts
of the world, the answer is no.
But tha answer is yes in much
of church law and in half the
50 United States.

This issue became news
whon the April isaue of the
Journal of Genetic Counseling
8aid risks have been exagger-
oted for sericus birth defects,
retardation or genetic discases
among children of first-cousin
marriages.

Generally, an unrelated cou-
ple has a 3 percent to 4 per-
cent risk of having a child with
auch problems, whife mar-
ringes of close cousins add 1.7
percent to 2.8 percent to the
risk, Genetic problems are con-
siderably higher with the
forms of ¢lose inbreeding that
the Bible forbids nnd secular
culture abhors as “incest.”

Firat cousins cannot mnrry
under the age-old laws of the
Roman Catholic and Eastern
Orthodox churchea, covering
much of world Christendom.’
But in tho Reformation, the
Church of England followed
Protestantism’'s “sola scrip-
ture” (Scripture alone) princi-
ple and returned to biblical
law, which also binds tradi-
tional Jews,

Under Queen Elizabeth 1,
Anglicanism decreed that “no
prohibition, God's Jaw except,
shall trouble or impeach any
muarringe outside Levitical
law.” Two dozen biblical prohi.
bitions were listed in the
“Table of Kindred and Affini.
ty” in the Book of Common
Prayer,

Thia “Levitical law" is found
in Leviticus 18:6-18, supple-
mented by Leviticus 20:17-21
and Deuteronomy 27:20-23.
Among the forbidden couples
are puarent-child, sister-broth<
er, grandparent grandchild,
uncle-niece, aunt-nephow, and
between half-siblings and cer-
tain closo in-lawa,

A noteworthy biblical excep-
tion waa “levirato marriage.” A
man was forbidden to marry
his brother’s wile except when
the brother died without leav-
. ing a child, in which case the

surviving brother waa urged to

. marry the widow although he
had the option to refuse
{Deuteronomy 265:5-10).

There were carly examplea
in Genesis of couples that
would later be forbidden under
the Law of Leviticus, for
instance Abraham's marriage
to his halfsister Sarah,

' The New Testament'’s single
passage on incest (1 Corinthi-
ans §:1-2) condemned & man
“living with his fathor's wife,”
apparently meaning his step.
mother, which came under the
Leviticus bans and was penal-
ized with excommunication;

Why limit marriage part-
nera? The Bible eimply says
marringe with a “near kins.
man” or “near kinswoman” is
wrong, expressing a near-uni-
versat aversion in human cul-
tures,
St. Augustine, in the enrly

fifth contury, and the later St.
Thomns Aquinas developed a
sociological explanation: The
welfare of society requirea the
widest possible bonds of
friendship and love, making
marriage outside the family
desirable. The resulting unifi-
cation of tribes reduces war-
fare and fosters social peace,

These writers also said that
prohibition of close kin may-
riogea strengthened a healthy
feeling of respect in the family
circle and helped provent sexu-
al corruption of children by
thase living within households.

Lator theologians added sci-
entific arguments, saying nat-
ural lnw appeared to abhor
closo intermarriagoe due to the
increased physical and mental
defects thot result from
repeated inbreoding, as tho
now genetic study indicates.

The idea of moving boyond
the Bible to ban first-cousin
marringes atarted with the
Roman state, was endorsed by
8t. Ambrose-and St. Augus-
tine, and was promulgated as
Catholic canon law by a
church council in 1216, The
Orthodox Church's prohibition
datoa from a council in 692,

Discussing cnulir!- in 1_‘Iu

SINGLE'S MINGLE _

if you want to submit an ftem for the Singles
Minglo fax it to our F office
* {248) 477-9722 or Livonia office (734} 591-
7279 or write: Singles Mingle, Farmington
Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farmington, M!
48335. The deadline an announcement to
appear In the Thursday edition is noon Friday.
B80'S DANCE
Westside Singles will host a Fabulous 50°s

Must first cousins be forbidden

prevented this from being fre-Dance 8 p.m.~1 a.m. Friday, Aprit 19, at Bur-.

quent, though the law allows it. ton Manor In Livonta, Steve King & the Dittilles
It was not prohibited by divinewil! perform. Call (734} 981-0909.

law” (that is, tho Bible) “nor ns g1y E MINGLES .

yot had human law prohibitedgin o1 Mingle dances are held solected Fri-

it. Neverthelees, though legiti- .
mate, peoplo shrank from i t,d"y’ mmu.ghc.)ut the month. For dates and

WAID

Tocations, call the Metropolitan Single Profea.

sionals at (248) 851-9909,

WEST SIDE DANCES

West Side Singles hold danees hold Friday

night dances at Burton Manor in Livonia, For

dates and locations call (734) 881-0009.

BOOK TALK )

Borders Books in Farmington Hills hoats a

book discussion group 7:30-8:30 p.m. tho sec-

;nd ‘Wednesday of each month, Call (248) 851-
1909,

CARDS & DINNER

Join the Farmington Single Professionala for
euchre, pinochle and dinner from 6:30-9:30
p.m. every Monday at Crowley's Old Village

TOTAL LIQUIDATION

NAL 4 DAYS!

Inn in downtown Farmington.
AFTER WORK PARTIES

litan Single F jonala host “Fun -
and Fine Dining” 5:30-7:30 p.m. every Thurs-
day at restaurants throughout the Detroit
area. To find out locations, call (248) 861-
9909, Other activities include:
@ Dances held 8 p.m.-1 p.m., every Friday
through May 3 throughout the Detroit area.
Admission ia $5 bers, $8 by
Call (248) 851-9809 or visit www.mspsc.com
n Euchre 6:30-9:30 p.m., every Monday
through April at Cowley’s Old Village Inn,
Farmington.

STORE GLOSURES

“SAVE BIG oN
QUALITY BRAND
NAMES YOU

KNOW & T

Farmington
24089 Orchard
Lake Rl

W10 Mile Rd.

Leolana St.

"City of God (18:16),

e Personal Gare
Swnly

farmington Store Hours:
9 - 9 Monday - Salurday
* 10 - 6 Sunday

9 - 7 Monday - Saturday
* 10 - 6 Sunday

NEW DISCOUNTS

NOW LIQUIDATING
VERYTHING IS

o Apparel « Auto/Hardware  Bahy Care  Batteries  Caris
o Cosmetics e Electronics  Books e Film & Photo » Optical
« Food » Haircare » Healthcare « Housewares  Skincare
 School/Stationery » Lawn & Garden « Seasonal « Vitamins
Pet Supplies » Magazines » Toys & More!

& salection vary per stors

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELEGTION

farmington Hifts
N 31221 West

14 Mile Rd.

FINAL LIQUIDATION DAYS
AT THESE LOGATIONS ONLY!

SPECIFIG
LOGATIONS
CLOSING ONLY

S$E UST EEOWI

OFF THE
LOW PRIGE

Sale conducted
L]QUIDATION
<V I

] E-NTERI’RISES

Liquidst lonWorm.eom

. wrote that "in our own time
the cuatomary morality has
Y.



