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2 3 A lot has changed wmx!Plymnuth Can-
‘on ‘s softball team.

> Four outfielders from lﬁnt\unsonu xqunﬂ.

hnve graduated. So has pitchyy Katie Con-
Ion nnd shortstop Angie Ncu. W

ing five starters, i ding your
No/l pitcher —= that sounds 1|§§‘lmublo

But Canton conch Jim Amold wilg hopeful,
at least before the Chiefs’ seasop opener
Mundny at Westland Jahn Glenn,

2 After p 9-1 victory, he was th\n moro
Dptimistic.

2. He had overy rensan to be, Plbthu(!lence
Bou a junior who played sparingly on.the
yarsity last season, tossed a unu-hmer,
Striking out 10 and walling two, '

X Canton nlso-totaled 14 hits in the game,
w:th four players collecting more than one.
‘l');nts something that rarely occurred last

i Indecd that was the Chicfs' biggest prob-
.lem in 2001 Thoy put together n’16-14
{ campaign, but had prnblemu hitting tho
ball.
The hape is Monday’s game was'an indi-
(CM.IDII things would. be different. “We hopo
80,” said Arnold. “We think with all the ath-
" Jetes we have, we should do better than last
‘year.
A win like Monday's has a way of shrink-
ing those holes that previously seemed so
formidable, It helps, too, having a player
like Jonelle Brown behind the plate. A
starter at catcher since she was a (resh-
man, Brown — a junior — is & team cap-
tain,
Other players with varsily experienco are
first baseman Maggie O'Connell, o senior;
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second bnseman Megan Cnulmu, a senior
and another team captain; third baseman .
Pam-Hudson, a senfor; utility player/short- -
stop Megan Coultas, n sonfor and the third
team captain; and outficlders Leslic Gerle-
ncan and Laura Ulmer, both seniors,

Some promising nowcomers are Caitlin
MeNicholas, a junior who Will sce time at

- ghortstop, and Colleen O'Brien, a junior

who looks good in center field, “She's com-
ing on real strong,” snid Arnold of O'Brien.
“She's n hord worker, extremely dedicated.”

That type of description, in-an of itaelf, is
something Arnold hopes will spread
throughout his team,

“I was vory pleased with thn togcthcmcu
of this team and the hard work,” he said. As
far as weaknesses, after Monday’s win he
had little to offer. “There’s nothing concern-
ing us with weaknesses,” Arnold said,
"l'hoy work hard and the athletic ability is
there.”

-Chlefs find another quality p1tcher

T 8l the uxporlunce level isn't as great.
Arnold Belioves that can be handled, how-
cver. Thg veraatility this l.cunl offers should
help a great deal.

“We've:got a number of haliplayers who
can play multiplo positions,” he said. “A lot
of players can play anywhere.”

The Chiofs didn’t have that u:npn!nlity
previously. Having players able to fill in at
different spots will give Arnold more
optiona.

Vcrsnhhty isn't their only strength.
Defense should be solid, Arneld thought,
and he's hoping the hming hns improved.
“We've worked real hnrd on our hitting,” he
insisted, * '

Whether or not it will be enough to chal-
lenge Western Lakes Activities Association
pawers like Livonia Churchill, Walled Lake
Central and North Farmington remains to
be scen. But it would scem the Chiel‘n are
off to a good start.
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Spartans blister Churchill, 6- 1; Wayne drops 2

Livonia Stevenson came aut

: amokmg Monday in its girls soccer

‘match, jumping out to a 4-1 hnli-
time lead en route to a 6-1 tri-
‘umph over Ljvenia Churchill.

- Stevenson, behind two goals and
one assist from Melissa Dabbyn,
improved to 2-1-1 foltowed Satur-
day’s 1-0 loes to defending Divi-
sion II state champion Madison
Heights Bishop Foley.

Churchill {s 1-1 overall.

It was by far out best offensive
effort of the year,” Stevenson
coach Chris Pinta. “Mclissa waa
hard to handle in the midfield, She
was able to distribute the ball to

“geveral peaple,

“Weo moved better off the ball
than we have.”

Danielle Lewis contributed one
gonl ond two assists, while
Bethany Dobbyn and Dina Allie

[ ] SOCCER

each had a goal and one assist.
Ashloy Aja, who spearheaded the
Stovenaon defense, scored the
other goal from Lauren Thiel,

“Aja has becn very good, not
many teams have been able to get
by her,” Pinta said. “So (ar this
year I've been pleased with the
defense for tho most part.”

Kyle LaPorte scored Churchill's
lone gonl from Sarah Phillipe in
the opening'half to cut the deficit
to3-1,

Churchill coach Dave Hebestreit
alao singled out the play of defend-
er Mcghan Pamell.

“She played a phenomenal
game, she was all over the field,”
Hebestreit said. “We started
strong. We played well for the first

five minutes or 80, but nfter that
thoy just took over.”

On Santurday, Stevenson lost to
host Foley on @ penalty shot with
26 minutes. remaining in the
match. Ironically, it was the only
shot ventured on gon! by the Ven-
tures.

“We had our chances just like to
did tomght (vs. Chun:h:ll) but we
didn't capitalize,” Pinta said.
“They (Foley) plF yed only one or
two people up, They had five peo-
ple defending in the box nnd they
hod o tall keeper” .

Things don’t get any easier. this
week for the Spartans, who travel
Saturdny to face the state’s No, 1-
ranked team in Division I, Troy
Athens, which is also rated by one
publication the top tcam in the
country. The Red Hawks have four
players who have signed with Big
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Ten schools.

“That is going to be a good test
beeause they have two of the best
forwnrds we'll see all year,” Pinta
said. “It's a huge test for us, It's
going to be a good barometer.”

+LADYWOOD 1, NOTRE DAME PREP 1:
Sunni Grozlik's gool from Sandy Swish

midway through the second holf Tuesdoy *

enabled host Livonls Ladywood (1-0-2) to
earn a Cotholic tengue tie with Pontlac
Notro Dame Prop (0-1-1).

Kim Murphy scored for the FIghting
lrish when her cotner kick bent Into the
net 10 minutes Into the second half.

+NORTHVILLE 10, FRANKLIN 0; The
gelonaing WLAA champion Mustangs tock
76 minutos ta Invoke the 10-gonl mercy
rulo Monday ogainst host Livonia Frankiin

12:2, 0-1).

STAENTON 10, WAVNE 0: In & first
meoting ever betwaen the two schools,
the TroJans (3-0, 1-0) rolled In & Maga
Cenference Red Division matchup at
Wayne Memoslol (1-3, 0-1),

*Tranton was 1o most physical and
vervolly aggressiva teom we have ployed
In our brief eightyea: existence,” Wayna
coach Lorey Brenner snld. “They wero o
vory skilled Lebm who used Intimidation to
thair advantage.”

sW.L. CENTRAL 3, WAYNE 2: Ashley
Britton scored o pair of gools Friday, but It
wasn't onough B8 host Woyne Memarial
{1-2) lost o nondenguer to Walled Lake
Central (30). Amy Veres and Alana Green
drow asslats for the Zebros.

Woyno was tied at 1-1 a1 halftime.

* Fridey, Apeh 19
Harlaon st Stevenson, 4 p.m.
Ftanklin at Faminglon, 4 pam.
Nodinvilie ot N, Farmington, 4 p.m.
Saturdey, Apett 20
Farmington city toumament,
SOFTBALL

Fridey, Apell 29
.M. Mercy s iam, Masian, 4 p.m.
H. Famington at Northvitle, 4 p.m.
Farmington at Franksin, 4 p.m.
Stevenson ot Hartlkon, 4 p.m.
Saturdey, Apel) 20
F.H, Marcy Toumamant, TOA.
GIRLS BOCCER
Thursday, Apdi 18
Divine Child ot Morcy, 5:30 pm.
Friday, Apil 19
Famington ot 0.9, North, 4 p.m.
Seturdey, Aptt 20
AA, Huton ot N, Farmington, 12:: ‘.lonm
Dorksey ot Harmison, 12:30 p.m.
Maorcy ot Birmingnam Groves, 1 p,m.
80YS TRACK & AIRD/
Thursday, Apcl 18
MHartison at Fraaklin, 3:30 p.m)
Farmington at N, Famingion, $:30 p.m.
QIRLS TRACK & AELD
Tuesday, Apeil 18
Wercy at Lndywood, 4 pm. |
Thursdsy, Apeti 38
frankitn ot Hamiaon, 3:30 p.m.
N, Farmington ot Farmington, 3:30 p.m.
Suturday, Apeti 20
Manison at Chelsen Retays, TBA.
GIRLS GOLF
Thursday, Api 18
Facmingion ot Doarbomn Invite, TRA
Feiday, April 19
Farmington at Hortand, 9 a.m.
BOYS IACROASE
Friday, Apri1 19
Romeao ot Fanmington, § p.m.
QIALS LACROSSE
Friday, Apd| 19
South Lyon ot Farmington, 3 p.m,
Saturday, Aprl 20
Farmington ot Lon, Wavedy, 8 a.m,

CLASSIC CAR & TRUCK SHOW
APRIL 19-20-21

Full Service Auto Repair_ FRI 12:9 - SAT 10-9 - SUN 10-6 <
CLASSIC CARS, CUSTOMS,

} 1 DS 6010 TODRING ’“’“""”"’““" : N STREET MACHINES,
| STRUTS o STt e % HOT RODS, ORIGINALS
soly OHI ;m_:_,:_j;,:_;: = AND TRUCKS OF ALL KINDS!

| 2m| SHOCK or STRUT:: .':m:_-__
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© Brake Service
© Tune-Ups
- ® Alignments

ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED
BY D.J. ROCKIN' RONNIE
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I LUBE, OIL & FILTER §

| $I499

Ko bl St o Hopranti

I
i
| _ALGNMENT SERIVEE.
Iz
|

ou-mmmlwm
«Lakan seporvo, ut e bt

15525 RACHO RD.
{1-75, EXIT 36)
734-287-2000

GIBRALTARTRADE.COM
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