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Attorneys defend method of appointment Council o

BY SBUE Buck
APF WRITER
sbuck@oc.homocomm.net

Two attorneys gave their por-
apective of the law and tho Open
Meotlnga Act prior to the

of now F
Councilman Michacl Harrison,

One was John Donohue who
has represented the city for
years. The other was Mayor Jim
Mitchell who also is a lawyer.

An appointment was necessary
beeause Councilman Bill Hart-
sock resigned after more than 28
years of servico,

In a controversial d

by local newspapers to the coun-
cil acting as if it were a “private
club”

“People need to know that the
proceas being followed is in
necordance with tho law,” Dono-
‘hue aaid, “From my point we
have done our homowork and we
have advised this council in
accordance of the law. The sug-
gostion is that everything this
council does should be done in
public. The spirit of the Open
Mectings Act is just that. When
council acts it must act in public.
But, each individual council

bor does not i the

not made publicly — council
members agreed to interview

candidates separately and not in

an open forum. Mitchell
explained that council members
have “tried to keup it very pri-
vate.”

The city chartur was silent
about procedure, Mitchell-snid,

Donchue directly and indirect-
ly mentioned press coverage
which criticized th:

council.”

The Open Meeotings Act
applics to meetings, the conven-
ing of a publig body in which a
quorum is present, for the pur-
pose of deliberating toward or
rendering a decision about public
policy. “The public is entitled to
complete nccess to that process,”
Donchue said. "An individual cit-
izon who chooses to spnnk to a
counci} about

process, He criticized “the slont”

which is on their mind has every

Harrlson from page'AI

right Lo do 8o without that mat-
ter belng made public. If council
chooses, in conformance with tha
Open Meetings Act, to discuss
applicanta for position on counci)
in private with that individual
they are totally and completely
free to do so. To deny that oppor-
tunity would be in violation of
the Constitution of the United
States,”

As long ne council members
don’t talk with each other about
their deliberations, there is no
violation of the Open Mcetings
Act. Each council member
recoived a copy of Donohue's
opinion.

“The process which was fol-
lowed {8 not the only process,”
Donehuge said. The process cho-
sen opens it up for the timid as
well a8 the bold, to the hesitant
candidate as well as one who is
more sure.

“People may hesitate to apply
for public office becnuse their
name may become public,” Dono-
hue 38id. “Their neighbor may
know they failed to get appoint.

ed. Their busi i

414

may know they failed.”

He credited the council for its
sensitivity and for giving people
the comfort lovel of not going
public. “Other clients to the
north, west and east would have
chosen a different point of view,
a different approsch in keeping
with the Open Mectinga Act as
well," Donchue said.

Mitchell said tho process has-
n't besn easy. The charter
roquires an appointment of a
new council member no more
than 60 days after the position
becomes vacant,

- *Tho process has allowed us to
protect the privacy of each candi-
date,” Mitchell said.

‘The decision to run for officc in
November 2003 wes up to the
candidate,

“We understand that the peo-
ple of Farmington expect us to
act honorably to serve the best

of the city,” Mitchell

safd,

Harrison sat down with Hart-
sock to gain his perspective,

Harrison, 65, is a marketing
and promotional products con-
sultant for his company Michael
Harrison, Inc. of Farmington
Hills. His company offera direct
sales and business promotional
products, advertising specialties,
gifts and incontives. Clients
include companies like Verizon,
Beaumont Haspital, and Mercy
Health services,

“I've Been sell employed for 30
years,” Harrison snid, Conse-
quently, he said his interviews

- for council wero the closest thing
he'a had in terms of a job inter-
view in years. Harrison worked
as an independent contractor for
A.J. Phillips Advertising in Livo-
nia from 1990-1983; Discovery
Group in Livonia, 1984-1990;
and for Harrison Enterpriscs, a
fuglx;ily company in Farmington

18,

Family life

A Farmington residont since
1991, Harrisan and wife Joan
live on Warnerina b 1

the Farmington Historical Com-
mission since 1998.

Harrison said he was solicited
to apply for the council position
but won't ay by whom, “When I
was first solicited, the first thing
I did was nsk Frank Lauhoff for
a copy of the city charter, It's
very open-cnded, The fact that
they chose to have meetings with
each individual but not with
cach other put more of a burden
on them than the candidate.
They knew once they chose these
paths they would have to stick to
their guns no matter how much
they wore questioned by the
press or by citizens. If they were
to muintain the integrity of the
process, they had to stick with it
straight through,”

Harrison said he had no idea
who the other candidates were,
“There was no indication in my
mind that thia was a donoe deal,”
Harrison said. “I was sure they
would make a dedmn they were
comfortable with

Interviews with council mem-
bers were diffcrcipt. “Ench fit

located in the historie district.

Joan is a human resources
generalist at Botsford Hospital.
They have two children, Jeff and
Colleen, and two granddnugh-
ters, Ellyse and Rachel.

Their home was built by the
late Emily Butterfield, the first
female architect in Michigan,
Harrison hns been chairman of
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their own " Harrison
snid. “It was interesting to sce
how cach one pursued their
interview.”

He didn’t know if it would
have been any more constructive
or of any benefit to allow the
public to comment on the candi-
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dates. He saw Monday’s meet-
ing to name a councilman as o
private meeting in a public
forum, “If it turns it into a popu-
larity contest then they would
just as well have had an election
to start with, Choosing what
they did was more approprinte.”

Harrison agreed he will have
an advantage if he runs for
office. “There’s not a whole lot of
people trying to unseat council,”
he said.

Traits listed on his resume:
skilled networkor. cxperienced
marketing

Tho first order of business for
Harrison is the April 30 budget
session. “I will get my arma
around numbers I have not
known except as n taxpayer,”
Harrison said,

Harrison attended St. Thomns
University, in St. Paul, Minn.,
1865-1968 and the University of
Minnesota in 1969. He graduat-
ed from Detroit Catholic Central
in 1985 and attended Our Lady
of Sorrows Grade School.

He's a charter member of the
Governor Warner Mansion
Davel C i and co-

builder, akil]cd organizer, cro-
ative problem ual‘vm- and dedi-

author of the mansion’s mission
statement and voluntcer mar-

cated to the Fi
nity. Eatablishing a theme is
important because the Down-
town Development Authority
plana to reapply for the Main
Street technical assistance
grant. They were turned down
Jast year. The DDA will also fill
Judy Downey's position. She
retives at the end of next year.

‘Great place to live'

“Everyone who lives in Farm-
ington is convinced it's 2 great
place to live but I think they
need to do a better job of getting
the word out to the metraopolitan
area,” Harrison said. “Farming-
ton lacka a real theme of who we
are and what we arc about.”
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Unm cuammdo May loxe Vouc

consultant
for the National Kidney Founda-
tion of Michigan. He's been a
boord member of the Farming-
ton Exchange Club in 2001; held
numerous offices/committec
ussignments for the Farmington
YMCA Board of Directors, 1978-
2001; served on the Metropolitan
Marketing Committee of the
YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit,
1984-1996; was on the adminis-
tration commission considered
the parish council of Our Lady of
Sorrows Church, 1988-1981; was
president of the Wooddale Ele-
mentary Schoeol P.T. O, 1978-
1980 and president of Specinlty
Advertising Association of Michi-
gan, 1974-1976.

diversification

Y, 0 Registered Broker/Dealer & Member NASD/SIPC

Some came out as
top picks in the minds of mdnv(d-
ual council members.

They were: Suzanne Paul, whn
serves on the Farmington Down-
town Development Authority;
Harrison; Dunne Reynolds,
chairman of the Traffic and Safe-
ty Board; Gerald Wasen, chair-
man of the Farmington Employ-
eca Retirement System Board of
Trustees; and Mark McConnell,
chairman of the Zoning Board of
Appeals.

“Thoso who are sitting up here
tonight won't be council mem-
bers forever,” sald Councilwom-
an Mary Bush. She encouraged
all to stay active with the com-
munity and consider running for
clection in the future.
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Council members’ choices in no, -
specific order were:

S Bush — Psul, Harrison nnd
Roynolds

W Arnold Campbell — Wasen
and Harrison

“The key lh\ng I'm murcmd :
i a candidate is the ability to ?
represent Farmington in a posi-
tive wny,' Campbell said. “The |
job requires professionalism and' |
contribution.”

# McShane — McConnell nnd
Wasen

“I asked each candidate which
nssets they brought to the posi- |
tion,” McShane. “Only the best |

applied for this.”
M Mitchell — Harrison nnd
McConnell.
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