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Rain forest vacation proves

to be a wild adventure for pair

BY NORMA & WENDY
BCHONWETTER

SPECIAL WRITERS

E Kapawi Ecolodge and Reservo is
a very classy act, considering it is
Situnted in the most remote part of
the rain forest and run primarily
by the Achuar, indigonous people
who had no contact with tho out-
side world before 1969. Thoy wero
the last native people to associato
with Westerners, leaving their cul-
ture and language largely intact.

. Thoe exquisite cuisine was pre-
pared for the Western palate with
an intriguing array of exotic pro-
dure. Try any fruits and vegeta-
bles offered, they're "sofe.”

! Guests are housed in individual
thotched cabanas with large
screened windows and a private
balcany. Each reom has a private
bathroom with all amenitics, ¢lec-
tric lights (thanks to solar power)
and comfy beds with moaquito net-
ting.
.. Knpawai is run by the Achuar

onted world, cannot bo ignored,
Steady rain falling on the thatched
roof and lake below make n rolnx-
ing backdrop for tho sweet, lyrical,
and enchanting songe of innumer-
ablo unseen birds. A howler mon-
koy oxchange i8 skin to a jet tak-
ing off at a distant nirport. Tho
necturnal "green music” of frogs
ond insects can be quite laud.

Animal sightings are scarce in
the rain forest, which is tceming
with life and denth struggles of the
hunted and the hunter. This envi-
ronment creates cautious critters,
They may be there, but you will
likely not see them, or even be
frightened by anything in the rain
foreat.

The air is warm, humid and still
~ 24 hours a day. Sometimea it
rains and sometimes you just wish
it would, Dry things (like paper)
get limp and mushy, and wet
things take forcver to dry. Pack
everything clothes, toilotries, and
books in regealable bags to keep

i and bugs to a mini

peoploe in o unique par
with Canodros S.A. Tho Kapawi
Project represents a new model in

the implementation of sustainablo

gcotourism, Canodros leases this
piece of land, shares the benefits,
and passcs on the know-how of
running this operation. In 2011,
tho praject will be wholly owned
_ ond mannged by the Achuar, The
“* geolodge allows the Achuar to
manage their integration with the
modern world on their own terms,
and to :!efem.l their Iend against

Safeguards

1 used Ultrathon, found in
angler's shops. It was developed by
3M for goldiers in Desert Storm. It
1asts for 12 hours and 1 applied it
twice daily. To its credit, T only had
one mosquito bite, ' whercas my
companions were covered, I
brought Benadryl anti-itch stick,
and was a hero with campmates
and workers aiike. 1 also taok the
precaution of taking Malarene, an
anti-malarial with very minimol

and i In
short, your visit contributes direct-
1y to saving the rain forest.

Sea of green

All you'll see flying over the rain
forest ia "mussive broceoli tops”,
disturbed only by small snake-like
rivers, a8 for as the eye can see.
Enormous leaves, the size of singlo
beds, desks and couch cushions
gently nod under the variablo tap-
ping of the raindropa. Sounds,
often overlooked in our vision-ori-

If you go

side offects - and used the
mosquito netting at night.

Buy Pyrethrin at any sporting

goods store and spray the inside of
your luggage. This will keep any-
thing that crawls or flics from
stowing away in your bag. I used
an angler’s waterproof vinyl-bot-
tomed duflel bag by JW Outfitters
to insure everything stayed dry
during our cance ride into camp.
We hiked on soft forest trails,

canced on swollen rivers, and visit-

For information: About Kapawl Eculodg'e and Resetve visit www.can-

adros.com/kapawl/

Pack tight — thirty pounds is the maximum allowed. You and your
bag will be welghed. Leave ail non-essentlals in a bag at the hotel in

Qulto for your retum,

Bring supplies — to prevont problems with chaffing and sweatlng.
You will tikely be wet 100% of the time. .

Bring ovor the counter medicine — In sealed doses.

Bring 800 ASA film - nothing slower will work.
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‘ed nn Achuar community, Our
Achuar guide had the uncanny
ability to hear and sce things that

would've gone d. We saw

Quite a
catch: In
the Ama-
zon rain
forest, a
young visi-
tor studies
an Achuar
Indian's
child-sized
catch.

lived.
Everything about this trip was
king, and

Cruising
vacation fun for
the whole family

PRNowswira - Choosing the
perfect family vacation means
pleasing young, old and in
between; creating memorable
experiences for everyone; and
still keoping within budget. A
cruise offers the solution to
this vacation dilemma for
more familics every year,

Reflecting this, the number
of children on cruises has been
steadily on the rise, reaching
more than 700,000 in 2001,
according to Cruise Lines
International Association
{CLIA), a member of the
Cruise Line Coalition. The
number has grown 40 percent
gince 1898, when it wae cati-
mated that 500,000 children
cruised,

With an cxtensive selection
of programs for all ages, the
all-inclusive nature of a cruise
and the deals that are regular-
1y available - including *chil-
dren sail freo” specials — fami-
lics are realizing that cruising
ia an affordable way to make
everyone happy.

“Cruises have long been
known for catering to passen-
gers, and that includea the

dren's films and cartoons,
pizza partics, karnoke, talent
shows, arts and crafts, video
games and computer fun,
mini-Olympic-style events and
sporting tournaments.

Programs are designed to
make education fun through
hands-on activities and enter-
tainment focusing on the desti-
nation's nature, heritage and
the international experience.
Young cruisers can go stargaz-
ing with on expert astronomer,
draw with a famous animator,
dive in to wacky water activi-
ties, learn the art of hula dane-
ing or study the habits of the
region’s wildlife.

Supervised shore activities
range from beach parties and
sand castle building to tours
dosigned with youngsters in
mind.

While their parents are
enjoying the ship’s nightlife,
youngsters can party at a teen
coffee shop, special disco or
' “coketail” party. l(

A cruise also is a great
opportunity to share some
“quality” family time, After
spending the day doing what

tapir tracks, massive termite
nests, identified birds, and heord
countless stories of plant uses for

i 3 end

diff thought |

‘humbling. I recommend it to even
the biggest chickens. From one
"nervous " to another, I wan

many medical
by o biologist .

The biggest surprise was when
he asked us if tho war with
Afghanistan was still going on!
We were in the remotest corner of
the rain forest, sitting under the
thatched “porch” of his dirt-floored
hut. No running water, electricity,
phones, roads, toilets. I'm not sure
how he got his news, but it was at
least somewhat current.

He said ho only needed to hunt a
couplo times a week to support his
family. The rest of his time is his
own. Sounds almost idyllic. He
seomed porploxed by the single
status of hig guests, and their lack
of knowledge of what animals were

kably fearless, comfortabie
and-at ease in this for away land,
I'm very happy I went, Don't miss
an opportunity to actually help the
planet while you explore a land
few have seen.
Norma and her Wendy

ranch

y get,” said James G.
Godsman, president of CLIA.
“The youngest cruisors have
their own activities, parties
and kid-friendly menus.”

Mom and dad don’t have to
worry about the kids, cither.
Highly trained youth coun-
selors supervise youngsters
ages three months to 17 years

interests them individually,
family members can reunite at
dinner to share their experi-
ences and enjoy a family show
or film, Some lines featuro
programs that enable children

together.
“A cruise i8 a great multi-

Schonuwetter enjoy globe trotting
together. Norma is a Farmington
resident. Tell us about your travels.
Send storics and photos for consid-
cration on our Travel page to Keely
Kaleski Wygonik, Assistant Manag-
ing Editor of Features, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48160, E-
mail information as & text file,-or
copy and paste into e-mail to
hwygonik@oc.homecomnt.net

Crazy Al's

Play Crazy Al's Password every
Monday between 8:00 a.m. - 3:00
a.m. on WPON 1460 a.m. Be the
correct caller with the password
and win a great prize.
Listen to Crazy Al's Radio Party
WPON 1460 AM

Mon.-Fri. 6:00 AM., - 9:00 AM.
& 2:00 PM, - 4:00 PM.

Call 248-332-1460

Password

“Password"”
Microphone

. ! 1
Crazy Al's Radio Party
Truly the greatést rock and roll show you've aver

LISTEN TO RARE ROCK AND ROLL ON
WPON Radio Oldies 1460 AM

Oldlos You Just Don't Hoar Any Place Elso!
Crazy As Radio Party Mon.-Frl.6-0 a.m., afternoons 2-4pm.

LISTEN ON THE WEB www.wpon.com Lt

generational family vacation,”
says Godsman, “There's some-

* thing for everyone - and plen-
ty to share. It is truly a spe-
cinl experience.”

To learn more about family
cruine activities and fares,
visit CLIA’s Web site,
www.cruising.org, or visit a
CLIA-affiliated agency. To
find one, use the Cruise Expert
Locator on CLIA's Web site, or
check the local yellow pages.

P on the line and the
itinorary) through age-appro-
priate activities. In addition,
several linca provide babysit-
ting services. Either way, par-
cnts can enjoy their time
knowing the children ore
enjoying themselves in a safe
and secure environment.

Fun is the operative word for
all ages on a cruise, Activities
include treasure hunts, face
painting, pool partics, chil-

and parents to play and learn |

Say “Thanks”
with flowers!

{734) 421-38567
Plymouth Road

wmm “The best little store
ITEMS, in Dearborn”

313-792-8804
3728 Monroe, Dearborn
(Betweea Cartysie & Dartmouth)
Hours: T-W:Sat. 10-5 « Th &-Pri 10-7
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