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OLS advisory committee supports administration

BTAFF WRITER
sbuckOoehomecomm.net

. The day after a controversial
. Farmington Public School Board
mecting March 19 where many
Qur Lady of Serrows paronts
voiced their opinions against
shared time, the OLS School
‘Committeo agreed to support
their adminiatretion on this
issue.

Both Farm-
ington Public
Schools and
OLS want to
develop a
shared time
program at
OLS for ort,
music and
physical edu-
cation and
will look at
offective

Len Fedoruk

“Wecamo to a opin.
jon that we can support this,”
gaid Len Fedoruk, chairman of
the Our Lady of Sorrows School
Committee, a 12-momber adviso-

-ry group. “There are people on
this committee who support
shared time and those who
oppose shared time for various
rensons.”

The issue for school committee
members was what bonefits the

-community ot Inrge, Fedoruk
said.

More than 1,000 atudents

“To achieve this purpose, deci-
sions to move forward will con-
tinue to be made in collaboration
with cstablished representative
consultative bodies, namely the
Parish Pastoral Council, the
School Committee and the Stew.
ardship Commission,” OLS Mon-
signor Walter Hurley wrote in
an April 18 letter,

Benefits are shared resources,
tax equity, and a “legal entitle-
ment under the law. It's a way to
bolster the curriculum,” Fedoruk

H Farmington Public
$Schools expects to genr
erate annual net rev-
enues of $175,000-
$200,000.

Cheryl Connon, asesistant

superintendent for business, .

finance and operatione said
Farmington Public Schools will
incur start up costs of $50,000.
They cannot use existing materi-
als at OLS. “We have to provide
all the materials,” Connon said.
Tho $50,000 breaks down to
$30,000 for curriculum items
which include equipment instru-
ments and textbooks for music;
equipment balls and jump ropes
for physical education and paper

. cutters, during racks, a kiln,

easels, rolling pins and safety
pins for art. :

About $20,000 ia needed for
adminiatrative setup to put the
1,000 OLS students on the stu-

. dent nceounting system.

.attend OLS. snid.

OLS from page Al

Farmington Public 8chool

oxpects to generate annual net
revenues of $175,000-$200,000
under the plan.

Sharing programs would save
the Catholic school money,
Fedoruk eajd, That money con
be used for other things like
tachnology, curriculum and
updating texts.

Those who oppose the plan
sought input from the Archdio-
cese of Detroit.

Representatives of the Con-
cerned Parents of Our Lady of
Sorrows who don't support
shared time, contacted Bishop
Kevin Britt who met with seven
parents on April 8 at the parish
center, They said Hurloy didn't
speak during the meeting.
Fedoruk wasn't present.

“Bishop Britt was sent in by
the Cardinal to find out what
exactly were the specific con-
cerns of the group,” Fedoruk
said, "Issucs discussed were cur-
riéulum content, loss of control,
compromise of faith and general
and fears,”

LL Y

progi field said, Ci i ing dates
¥ are expected to be public, he said. Mectings may
1 alternate locations at both FPS sites and at OLS,

¢ OLS parishioner Roy Trovisan welcomed the
delay. *Thia is good news,” Trevisan said.

Shared time programming would create an
annual revenue stream for Farmington Public
schoola of about $175,000 to $200,000.

Farmington public school teachers would bring
art, music and physical education to grades 1-5
and physical education for grades 6-8.

The Farmington Public School board resolution
offirma its support of shared time programming in
general assuming:there ia strong support from the

. submitting community.

- A committee approach
Tho board resolution will authorize the Farming-
ton Public Schools administration to appoint a
. committec to explore how shared time program-

}* ming would work. The committee could be appoint- *

ed with représentatives from both eides ns carly as
spring but wouldn't begin mecting until next fall,
Maxfield said.

Both Farmington Public Schools and the Our
Lady of Sorrows administrations will appoint the

{ representatives each wishes to serve.

Maxfield hopes the delay will allow time'to got
all questions answered. If the committee process is
. ful, then the Farmington Public School
- Board will consider signing the ehared time con-

tract with OLS,
Maxfield admits that he doesn’t know how

H The committee cauld be appointed
with representatives from both sides
as eatly as spring.

strongly OLS parishionera support shared time
programming. “How do you gauge that support?”
he asked. *I don’t know if there is a way to clearly
do it. The committeo would think through the
issue. “He (Hurley) says there is a fairly sizable
group of folks who would veally like to proceed.”

The request is on the table with both positive
and negative viewpoints 8o further exploration of
the issue is enly fair, he said.

1d hopes for a producti

“There's a compelling argument on both sides to .

give it a fair hearing.”

The superintendent said, “From the standpoipt
of the Farmington Public Sehools, we have made
up our mind. We believa it is a good idea. However,
we believe it must have success from both partner-
ships. I shouldn't expect our board to have to vote
yea or noy based on whether Sorrows like it.
That's Sorrows’ choice to vote yea or nay.”

Noefiold’s admi ive decision {a to proceed.

Just tabling might antagonize the situation. “It’s
their issue and they’ve got to resolve it,” ho said.

at we arce happy about is that it won't go into
effect this fall,” said Bill'Noble, who is against
shared time. =There will be’ some kiid of conimit-
teo. That's good, It stopped it for now, It's good we
are not rushing into it.”

Jules

S8V Anniversary

SALE

MONDAY, APRIL 22 — SATURDAY, APRIL 27

Metro Detsait's premier jeweller is ottering
this once-in-a-lifelime evant, many flems will
be offerad belaw cost. The best of the besl, at

significant savings, awaits you at Schubot Jewellers

Open Monday thru Saturday 10am-5pm
Thursday, Aptil 25 t0am-8gm (special sale hours}

JULESR.

JRWELLERS / GEMOLOGISTS -
Atross from the Somerset Coltection

3001 West Blg Beaver Road » Sulte 112 ¢ ‘Q}
Troy, MI 48084 « www.schubot.com A
1-800-SCHUBOT » (248) 649-1122

R. Schubot Jewellers

*Cartain designors and brand names coections exchuded.

Brill's opinion was Hurley hes

the final authority, Fedoruk -

said.

Not all in favor

“We shared the poll results,”
snid Denise Wood, who attended
that meeting. “To date 239 fami-
lics are not in faver, There's 41
in favor. Only 12 of the 49 in
favor of shored time program-
ming signed their names.”

The concerned parents gues-
tion the benefits, “We want the
Catholic faith,” Wood said. “You
can't support it if you don't see
the bcnnﬂu._Whon a doctﬂ' gwe;

homes,” Wood said.

Wood was diseatisfied with
what she deacribed as a lack of
response from the meeting with
Britt.

Hurley declined an in-depth
interview with the Farmington
Observer.

As of April 18, focus groups
haven't been held at OLS. That
will be part of the implementa-
tion plan, “We have to make
everybody comfortable in this
process,” Fedoruk said,

Those who strongly disagree,
have al ives — another

my son or I'4
want to know what's in it. It's a
major change in the philosophy
of the achool. It's not about
shared time but how we choose
to educate our kids, It's a hard
butlet to bite. He (Hurley) is not
a parent or an educator.”

Some peoplo feel so atrongly
about giving their children a
Catholic education they struggle
financially and give up vaca-
tions, "Peoplo mortgage their

private achool or the public
school, Fedoruk said,

Showing opposition by not aup-
porting fund-raisers, athletica or
withholding Sunday donations
hurts the community at large, he
said,

Whether or not OLS is a
wealthy parish shouldn't be part
of the discussion. “Wealth is not
an issue,” Fedoruk said.
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Nursing
Sweet Nursing Home.

(Doesn't really have the same ring to it, does it?)

We've Jearned in our 25 years’ experience pioneering lon
last'choice for most people who need long term care,

option is home care with no waiting period. And, from day o
professional care coordinator at 10 extra cost, to help you get the care you need. It is all about choicel

For more information, call
Mark Kirby
Certified Senior Advisor
(734) 462-4960

Long Term Care Insurance
We bring good things to life.

Home,

Praducts undereritien by General Electric Capital Avsuramee Company, and in New York, by GE Capital Lfe Assurance Company. Piticy Serwey 7035,

term care insurance that a nursing home is the
ith GE Long Term Care Choice,™ your first
ne, you have the option of using a

Lrovessr

DON'T LET LIFE OR THESE RATES
PASS YOU BY.

1f you own a home, this Is 3 specia) moment for you. Because Bank Gne now offers you its
lowest home equity rates In years for quatifying Yines. So unlock the money In your home and
start cansolidating your debts. Or start a coliege fund. Of Improve your house ang have your house
foot the bill. And earn a $50 gift card at The Home Depot® Just for opening the line of eredit. fust
stop by your ncarby Bank One or <all 1800 800.LOAN.

JR LOWFEST HOME EQUITY
LINE RATES «N :

“SbjeCt10 Credit appionat AJVErIHed (316 13 tub,ecl Lo approphate credit Lhter
with 3n B5% o1 less 10an o vatue rahie 3 4 b ne 2nount of $50.000 10 337
Olher tequirements Nd cLnsiderations 20 riay be difererd o INe advertised
3nd May be highee or lowet 1Fan thr 1ate utrently cfiered The AFR on wanable

Otet is availabie only on new hame equdy |
invurance twhen 1equied). mONRIge tave
an credit ines of $5,000 to $49.999 and 10

restixlions. Bant One (s not attiated with The Kome Depo
oupon T request g ¢atd(s) by mad See coupon for redemption Nstrutions.
tfers Offer avallable while suppiies 133t or untid fone 30, 3002.at p

«
o
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Prpern

certan cond.ions ard rr!
The tate you receive 18 sub;
e Rates are subyect o change 4t any ime
e Iinty Nay INCIEase 0F drcrease, noL 10 e
nd fiood Imbutance may be requiced Borower o tespontible for 3 § .
Tees, 30d lien release fees in some states Othes fees may app'y Other rates are dvarlable
an 1a valur (310 above BSh Contact us for more information frgarding rates. fees, tesms. conditlons, and
t* The Home Depot Is 3 registered trademark of Homes TLC, Inc. Customee will receive 2
Offer f01 ¥alid O B(COUNT LONVETIONS O in {OmBINation with any other
Some
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