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Award-winning choir shakes u

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Ichomin@oc.homecomm.net

The soul-stirring experience of
singing Robert Ray’'s Gospel
Mass moves the members of the
Detroit Concert Choir, literally.
Alan Cooper’a sung it 8 number
of times with the choir, He can't
wait for audiences to hear and
fecl the music at concerta Sotur-
day, May 4, at St. Hugo of the
Hills in Bloomfield Hills and
Sunday, May &, ot First English
Lutheran Church, Grosee Pointo
Woods.

Opdyke, Bloomfield Hills

’ Detrolt Concert Cholr
W 8 p.m. Saturday, May 4, at St. Hugo of the Hills, 2215

& 3 p.m, Sunday, May B, at First English Lutheran Church, 880
Vernior Road, Groare Pointe Woods
Tickots: $15, $12 seniors and students, Call (318) 882-0118

age of four and knows church
music, but this piece i a little
different from the stylo of musig
with which he grew up. That's
why he sings with the Detroit
Concert Choir under the direc-
tion of Gordon Nelson. It offers
members the oppertunity to

“It's a

taste di atyles of music.

piece the choir enjoys singing,”
paid the 42-year old Waterford
resident who worka in Canton. “I
love singing. It's extremely
relaxing. It stimulates the artiat
side of me. I'm an i 80

“The standard of music is
excellent,” said Cooper who sang
with a male choir in Manchester
before being transferred to
Detroit from the U.X in 1896.
“It's a ition choir with a

singing brings me in contact
with tho arta.”
R Cooper's been singing aince the

varioty of ;cpertoirn second to
none. We sing from the heart
and soul.”

Susan Bielman ngrees with
Cooper that music, especially the
Gospel Mass, arouscs feclings
deep inslde. She hos sung Ray’s
composition o fow times during
her 14-years with 80-voice
Detroit Concert Choir. It is one
of the tracks on the choir’s fourth
CD, Hallclujah! Amenl

“I love it," said Bielman, a
Troy resident who went to Walea
in 1996 to compete with the cho-
rus and took tho top award,
Choir of the World, The Detroit
Concert Choir has won 14
awards in European compoti-
tions in tho last 10 years.

“I was raised Catholic, The

mass is all prayer but a gospel-
type muaic, The soloa stand out
and touch the heart.”

Vickie Kimler thinks the rea-
son the music moves audience
and singers alike is because of
jazz technique omployed by Ray,
Tenor soloist Jumes Meero Jr.
takes the apotlight to carry it off.

“Ho uses acat singing, They go
up and down tho scale,” said
Kimler of Farmington Hills, “I
love it, It mokes you wont to
dance in your soat while you're
slpgi:xg no matter what your

aith.

While Kimler enjoys perform-
ing the Gospel Mass, she's just
as fond of the rest of the Heart of
America program, including
Amazing Grace.

“I like all of the picces,” said
Kimler. “It's music that uses
rock, jazz and classical, I call it
medern rock gospel blues. We'll
sing selections that won the
choir firat place in an interna-
tional competition in Austria
last summeor along with folk
songs and spirituals.”

It came from Canada: The
Constantines head stateside

Bry Webb won't deny the pop
radio days of his youth. As the
singer and guitarist for Canadian-
based rock quartet The Constan-
tines, Webb is well-rooted in the
underground scene. But his child-
hood was flooded
with the common
sounds of the
Eurythmics, Dire
Straits and The
Smiths. “I have a
soft spot for pop
mueic,” he said.

-You might not
know that by the
sound of the
bond's u.s.
debut, The Mod-
ern Nervous Sin-
ner Man E.P,,
released  last
month on Suicide Squceze
Records. The label is known for
releasing singles by such subtle
artists as Elliot Smith and Modest
Mouse.

Injust 3 songs, only 12 speeding
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out with'jarring energy, haunting
emotion and provocative lyrics.
Tako, for instance, the lyrics of a
tenderly twisted love song, Under-
neath The Stop Signs: *Somewhers
behind the barricades/Coughing
up these wedding vows/Losing our
heads/Throwing soft sounds. It's
the lies our tongues aro telling/ It's
the lies our tongues.”

This isn't your usual pop radio
fare, Far from it. The music often
falls closer to the realm of primal
scream with a beat.

During a recent interview, Webb
lamented the loss of his father's
tremendous record collection —
which was sold long before Webb
had a record player of his own.
“He wos nlways making mix tapes
off of the radio for my sister and
me,” Webb recalled,

Hia love of music converted into
playing music around Grade 8. *I
really wonted to play guitar,” said
Webb. “I figured it would be too
expensive. Everytime T saw a gui-
tar it was out of my range. My
Grade 8 teacher told me I could go

p audience with ‘Gospel Mass’ -

[

)

Heart of America: The Detroit Concert Choir perform q__:

program of American folk, gospel and spirituals May ==

4.5 in Birmingham and Grosse Pointe Woods. -

tonight.

to a pawn shop and get one for a
hundred bucks,”

And that’s what he did. By ago
13 he and a group of friends had
started o band. “We were all into
gkateboarding,” he said. They
were fans of bands like Minor
Thrent and The Descendants.

Thanks to a local promater who
hosted the Speed City Concert
Secries on Saturdays, Webb got
plenty of stage time in during his
teenage years. “It got me into play-
ing live shows,” he said.

Webb oventually began playing
with drummer Doug McGregor in
a hardcore punk band, The two
spotted future bandmates Dallas
Wehrle (bass) and Steve Lambke
guitar and vocals) performing in a
band called Captain Co-Pilot.
Eventually stealing the musicians
away, they formed The Constan-
tines around 1988. Webb moved

from his home in London, Ont. to,

Guelph.

“We just wonted to be a good
live band,” he said. The Constan-
tines intended to play the sort of
music they wanted to hear, With
influences coming from all sides
— Webb frequently names The
Clash, Bruce Springsteen and

They're not criminals: The Constantines perform, with
openers Radio Holiday, at the Lager House in Detroit

Fugozi - the band emonates shcbg‘

enorgy. -
Waobb ‘recontly -reldcated: to
Toronto. The city, “ne crowded,
busy and loud s this” has brougli
new inspiration to Webb., He's)
found even more to write about.

And it hasn't hurt the band §;
the notoricty department, either.
The Constantines were recentl,
naminated for a Juno Award in:
the Best Alternative Album catéx:
gory. i
For now, The Constantincs are)
concentrating solely on the upcomq:
ing tour — which will take them to:
the West Const for tho first timer:
Webb sounded excited aboul
returning to the Detroit area, “W&
hope to get back there more often,”
he said. *“It's a good town.”

The Constantines perform at the
Lager House tonight, Moy 2, witl
openers Radio Holiday. The Lager
House is located at 1254 Michigan
Avenue, Detroit, Call (313) 96T
4668 for mare information. -

Stephanie Angelyn Casola writgy
about popular music for tfp
Qbserver & Eccentric Newspapers.
She can be reached at (248) 625

1900 ext. 12 or e-mail
scasola@oe.romecomm.net.
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When I Was Cruel —
Elvis Costello

At some point Now Wave
bocame Old Wave, and Elvis
Costello has been cranking out
records longer than the other Elvis

did.

Like his namesake, the British
Elvis started strong, sank into a
slump and then mounted a career
comeback. When J Was Cruel, his
first solo album since 1996's All
This Uscless Beauty, ranks with
his best work in the past couple of
decades. .

He wrote all 15 songa with a Sil-
vertone electric guitar and 16-watt
amplifier, and the approach pro-
duced a handful of handsomo
tunes with *rowdy rhythm,” as he
callsit.

The opening cut, the autobio-
graphical *45,” could pass ns on
outtako from his first album, and
that's high praise. Tear Off Your
Own Head, Dissolve and Daddy
1C°':1! Turn This?" also sound great
\oud.

Tho best of the stow tunes is tho

album’s seven-minute centerpieco -

When 1 Was Crue! No. 2, which
includes spaghetti-Western guitar,
a repeating sample of the '60s Ital-
jan pop singer Mina and a lyric
that quotos Abba's Dancing
Queen, Mamma mia, it's mar.
velous,

Less ful are somo of the

other ballads, where Costello's
strained, raspy singing under-
mincs the message (he addresses
death, cheating and show biz,
among other topica). One of the
most gifted songwritera of his gen-
eration, Costello sometimes writes

melodics that hia voice is inca- *

pable of handling. If only the other
Elvis were still around to sing

thom.
—Steven Wine, AP Writer

Cee-Lo Green and His
Perfect Imperfections —
Cee-]

Cee-Lo has enough funk on his
debut solo album to mako George
Clinton. and Bootsy Collins proud.
Ho has the mind of & mad scion.
tist, mixing a concoction of rap,
soul, funk, rock and whatever clae
he could find on Cee-Lo Green and
His Perfect Imperfections.

Cee-Lo, of the Atlanta-based rap
group Goodie Mob, sings, raps and
even shows hia spirituel side on
songs such os Country Love and
Under the Influence (Follow Me),
His paychedelic, countrified cro-
ation shows what can happen
when you lot your imagination run
wild, Hia firat-single, Closet Freak,
encouragon listoners to let their
hair down with lyrics such as ..
bo free and express yourself, nasti-
ness comes naturally.”

Coo-Lo's stylo is eclectic, and

he's no stranger to diversity. Wit
musical inspirations from jazz
rock ‘n’ roll, Cee-Lo’s Imperfei
tions are just about perfect,

— Jennifer F. Bogar, AP Writera

In Our Gun — Gomez
Gomez consists of five young
Brits who draw liberally froin
many influences, Thoy are as tight
@ jam band as the Allman Brotl-
ors in their heyday, and aa elef-
tronically imaginative in the stq-
dio as anything found on a Radif
head CD, The album's opener,
Shot Shot, features the familiar
low guitar tuning used by many
bands to creato a heavier sound.
Tho band adds strategically placdd
baritone sax riffs that really pr¥-
pel the tune. Their slower tunel,
such as Army Dub and Miles Eng,
are dreamlike, with the vocal ha!
monies contributing to a gent!
psychedetic vibe, "
In Our Gun, their third full-
length studio release, is proof of
solid group that has matured both
in its musicality and the content &
its lyrica, Sevoral songs rofer $
the wisdom gained from defeat 48
thoe handa of exceas, and considel
ing the toll the rock star lifest;
has had on so many musicians of
this gone, it's refreshing to heare
talented group make art from
trial. S 2

e grSaale

RFeann

v -
— Jim Collins, AP Writ®



