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the impression that you faver one
religious holiday over another.

. a
member may claim that you are dis.
criminnting on the basis of religion,
which is a violation of the Fair Hous-
ing Act.

ommonded that you follow this
advice:

holiday.

-1~ give nil religions equal billing.

ties.

when renting common grounds,

gifts.

nssociation attorney any questions

you havo regarding this type of activi-
ty. !

trates his practice in the areas of con-
dominiums, real estate, corporate law
and litigation. This column provides
general information and shouldn't be
construed as legal advice,
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Be careful
of religious
decorations

We are concerned about deco-
rating our commu-
nity facility but
wonder if we are
potontially run.
ning into any prob-
loms with discrimi-
nation. Do you
have any com-
monta?

1f, during the holi-
day season, you
throw a party for
your membors or you
decorate your com-
munity, you must be
carcful not to give

,

Sign crackdown irks Realtors

BY Doua FUNKE
STAPF WRITER
dfunko@oe.homecomm.not

The controveray resur-
facea poriodicaily.
Realtors who host open
housces on weckends say
thoy need temporary
directional signa to got vis-
itors to the homes.
“Realistically, you can't
take o house and bring it
out to the corner of the
streot,” snid Marge Whets-
tine, a Realtor with Koller
Williams in Northville.
And the most visible,
effective place to put those
signs are in right-of-ways,
between the sidewalk and
the stroot, along major
roads.
Municipal officials,
charged with maintaining
n safe, attractive enviren-
ment for overyone, say
signs in tl‘m rlght-of-wni
11 is an;

If you create that

To avoid potentinl liability, it's rec-

M Don't refer to specific roligious

B Use non-religious decorations.
B If using religious decorntions,

B Throw non-religious holiday par-
M Offer equal access to all religions
8 Don't distribute religious cards of

You are best advised to ask your

Robert M, Meisner, o lawyer, concen-
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promote clutter.
“They’re considered

obstructions,” said Leo

Blizman, xoning division

supervisor in Farmington

Hilla. “Wo could be aued

and have been for things.

in right-of-ways.

“There’s the assthetic
component, also,” sho
al 3
Most communities have
lews banning signs
between the sidewalk and
street.

Realtors say that
thwarts their marketing
efforta.

“April is when the
weather starta gotting bet-
tor and peoplo serlously
look around,” said Furhad
Waquad, affiliated with
Real Estate One in Bloom-
field Hills,

He's chairman of the
political affairs committee
for both the Metro Consoli-
dated Association of Real-
tors and the state nssocia-
tion,

*“If there are no signs
and a house is deep in the
gubdivision unleas you
drive every atreot ... you
can't get to the housds,” he
said.

Waquad knows that
when he puts signs in the
right-of-way, he risks con-
fiacation and a fine to
retrieve them. “But what
are you going to do?” he
nsks rhetorically.

David Wooedcox, director
of inspection for the city of
Livonia, knows cxactly
what he has to do — peri-
odically remove the signs,

“It helps to get a handle
on things by working an
occasional weekend and if
we're successful in finding
the peopla ible, we

Familics
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Point of contentlon: Lou Ronayne poses with a temporary open
house sign that would be illegal in the right-of-way where the per-
manent welcome to Livonia sign is located.

M ‘Residential
sales lead to an
increase in the tax
base. For that rea-
son alone, it would
make you think
they would want to
work with us.’

Lou Ronayne

— chairman of the

issue a violation to cense
and desist,” he said,

Lou Ronayne, chairman
of the government affairs
committeo for the Western
Wayne Oakland County
Associntion of Realtors,
sees both sides of the coin.

“The problem from the
city’s standpoint is they've
got n lot of bandit signs ~
lose weight quickly, work
from home,” he said.

But there are a couple of
differences with the direc-
tionnl signs Realtors use,
Ronayne said.

“Our signs aren't por-
manent. They'’re up for o
three hour period, then
down, on Saturday or Sun-

ay.

“Residential sales lead
to an increase in tho tax
base,” he added. “For that
reason alone, it would

over tal affairs
commiltee for.county
association of Realtors

make you think they
would want to work with

us

Ronayne also puzzlea as
to why churchee are
allowed to have signs in
the right.of-way of some
communities, but Realtors
can't set out temporary
signs.

Then there's tho perma-
nent welcome-to signa
some icipalitics allow

“The verbiage is pretty
much the snme.”

“We've had complaints in
Farmington Hills, Novi,
Northville, Northville
Township and Livonia,”
Ronayne said of his mem-

T8,

Ronayne and Waquad
belicve that n compromise
i possible so that

mile ronds and township
public roads, the state for
major trunk lines like Tele-
graph, M-59 and Ford.

Ronayne is upbeat about
a political solution. *I
think it can be resolved,” he
said.

David Ryzyi, permit engi-
neer for Wayne County,
isn't as optimisti

and municipal officials
don't have to play cat-and-
mouse, wink-wink or roll
the dice on defying the law
to continue a traditional
form of advertising,

“Mako it acceptable one
day a week from sunriso to
sunset,” Waquad said.
“Most signs have a name
and phone number. If
they're not down, have a
$50 fine or whatever thoy
think is appropriate.”

Waquad would also
ollow signs with similar
hourly restrictions for
garage sales, estate sales,
fund-raisers and special

ity events from the

in right-of-ways and small-
er aigns at city or township
limits promoting service
clubs and school sports
champions, -
“What I'm finding is that
cities pretty much copy
cach other's sign ordi-
nances,” Whetstine said.

Sharon Dargay, Ed

any Oakldhd
L é‘J_ finesties
'fh_ neéwer home

general public.

“Everyone could have it
without people saying, Who
do Realtors think they are?’
It would be the same for
everybody,” he said.

Cities gencrally are

iblo fc gt

*The county would not
endorse any kind of law to
allaw for private advertis-
ing to be placed in the
county right-of-way. Who
are you going to pick and
chooso? Where arc you
going to draw the line?

[ can't imagine tho state
would allow Realtors to
place signs,” Ryzyi added.

Dick Maclntosh, an inde-
pendent Realtor in Water-
ford and chairman of the
governmental affairs com-
mitteo for the North Onk-
land County Association of
Realtors, has ambivalent
feclinga.

“I personally don't think
therae's a problem (with
signs) for three hours, I'm

a big promoter of right-ofe .

way (safety). Idon’t think
anybody will give permis-
sion.”

So for him and probably

js for
streots, counties for major
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Buying down

the game

interest rate
saves money

If you are planning to remain in
your next home'~ or more accurately,
your next mortgoge, for maro than five
— Y0878, it may make
senao for you to dis-
IT$ count your mortgago's
7 interest rate, There
are cortein times
B when discount points
M can really make sense
for some borrowers.
Right now may be one

of thoso times,

‘With mortgage rates
remaining near their

thirty-year lows,

)’ adding discount peints

PHILLIPS to your loan ~ or "buy-

- ~ ing down” your inter-

eat rate — can yield some profound

financial resilts in the long run. Ba

careful though. There are times when
discounting is a huge wasto of moncy.

Here's the point

In the mertgage world, one "point”
equals one percent of your loan
amount, Accordingly, one point on a
$100,000 mortgage would cost $1,000.
On a 80-year fixed-rate mortgage, that
discount point will typically reduce
your interest rate about one-quarter
percent. For example, your 7.5 per-
cont rato should drop to about 7.26
percent with ono discount point.

Where's the benefit? Consider that
one discount point on n $160,000
mortgage costs $1,600 and will save
you nbout $25 per month at todny's
rates. Not accounting for inflation, it
will take you 60 months, or five years,
to mako back the cost of your discount
point. Stay in the loan for ten years,
and you have recouped twice your
ariginal investment.

"Rolling" your discount points into
your mortgage during a refinance will
give you an immediate reduction in
your monthly mortgnge payment.
Beat of all, you will not "pay”" for your
points until you scll your property or -
refinance egain meny years in the
future,

Improve cash flow

Fixed-income borrowers stand to
guin the most from discounting their
mortgage rates. Using discount points
to drive down their monthly mortgage
payments will result in more money
left over nt the end of the month. The
improved cash flow means a better
lifeatyle.

Still not sure if discounting is right
for you? Have questions about dis-
counting shorter-term mortgages?
Put the monkey en your loan officer's
back to do the math for you. The show
may be worth your moncy.

For frec e-newsletters, credit assess-
ments or morfgage pre-qualifications,
go to www. viender: com Ip Iphillip-
shq or call (734) 797-5522 [24 hours].
T¥m Phillips is a mortgage loan officer
serving all of Michigan. Homebuyers

should always consult a professional
for guidanoe apecific to their situation.

Tatal number of

residential units -

houses, condos and
ta - for which

bullding permits were
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