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he will continue 1o promote change and
enhance the volunteer experiences of those
around her. Regina Fortushnijak, ujoumalism/
public refations major, is this year's Ouistanding
Community  Impact /\ward recipient
haemplifies the §i that
Mudonna University
students make through
academic  service
lcarning activitics.
‘Awarded by
Michigan Campus
Compact (MCC), a
coalition of 32 colleges
and universities, this
honor is given (o stu-
dents who have made
scrvice an integral part
of their college experi-
ence, demonstrated a
dccp d: ling of ity/societal
issues, and who “have shown un clfort
toward building a partnership between
campuses and communitics to initiate positive,
long-term changes.
*As a Community [mpact Awerd recipicnt,
- I will be receiving a $200 check to donate to
the organization of my choice,” said
Fortushniak, “} have selected the
ConnectMichigan Alliance, as 1 am on their
board of trusices and have scen
first-hand how ii | this isto

&

Madonna University Student Fulfills Life Goals
Through Academic Service Learning

and participated in joumalism-related course
projects involving the Al Saints” Neighborhood
Center in South Detrvit. F hniak will
take titme ofT from her studies this upcoming
academic year to participate in various City
Year Detroit activitics, onc of the lcading
domestic  Peace
Corps iniliatives in
the nation.

“I am honored
to be receiving this
award,”  added
Fortushniak. “My
service-lcarning
experiences here at
Madonna  have
provided me with the
assets ] need (o be
successful in the
future.”

K:vm West, Madonna Universily's service
| di states that academic service
Icammg ennchu dny~to—day subject material,
giving stud: of their
social and civic responsnhnlmcs before leaving
campus,

“Regina plifies the ‘engaged”
student,” West said. “Her cflorts across a host
of volunteer activitics and in her service leam-
ing course work has prepared her to be a

p y Icadcr bseq to

the communily service organizations in
Michigan.”

The third Madonna University student to
receive this honor, she is one of six students
statewide who will.-be recognized at the
govemor’s award dinner in Lansing this April.

Amnng her many nccompltshmcnts’

was the chai of M

Universny s Peace and Justice Commirtee,

Graduate Studies Experiences
Growth, Success in 20 Years

memg on the strengths of the

Madonna Univers;ly nclrmmslmtors.
including Sr. Rose Maric Kujawa,
CSSF, Ph.D., cumrent president, and
faculty members, Dr. Noreen O'Neill,
Pr. Charlotte Neuhauser and Dr, Emest
Naolan worked together to launch the
Univclxily's first Master of
Science in  Administration
(MSA)degroe progmm wilh
specialties in pursing and
busincss  administration  in
1982,

Since then, graduate §
studics has grown to 20

programs and scen enroll-
ment rise from 50 students in
1982 (0 morc than " 900.
Today, Madonna University master’s
programs are also offered in Shanghai,
Admini s and d
ib the progmum’s . 1o .
several factors, but one that is

consistently mentioned is how odult
students can apply their studics to their
professions.

“We have a commitment (o
heiping carecr-oriented  working
adults gain the skills for advancing
their carcers,” said Dr. Edith Ralcigh,
dean, graduate studies and
di , Center for R h

Whnle gmdunlc studies has
in
just 20 years, administrators con-
cur that it will continuc lo expand.
Alumni also cite the academic
quality and excellen! faculty as
other factors that have contributed
to the graduate program’s success
and growth.

*“I think the master's dcgree will
the Yy | for
entry or advancement in professional
areas, We're in a very good position to
respond to that need,” said Nolan, who
served as dean of graduate studics from
1982-1997 and is cumenly vice
ident for rcademi istration.

served as a planning committee member and
presenter atan MCC sgrvicc Teadership camp,

graduation. Our University's

speaks (0 ‘a commitment to serving others

through a liberal arts education.’ Regina
bodics this mission through her leaming and

service.” "
For more inf about academi
service learning at Madonna University,
contact Kevin West, service leaming director,
a1 (734) 432-5704.

Above: Regina Fortushniak (right)
and Christine Bolak, a sign
language studies major, participase
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visit our websitel
www.madonna.edu

in the Homeless Awareness Experi-
ence, part of Madonna University'’s
Peace and Justice Week activities.
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