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MCMR council helps
Farmington, Hills
work toward inclusion

BY.SUE BUCK
STAFY WRITER

*“We want to make sure, froma
graseroots lovel, neighbor to

With 84 different 1

that pnople under-
stand what diversity means and

spoken in the Farmﬁngtun com-

why it iu o good thing nnd not
be abou

munity, there's
of colors,” said Samir Haddad,
director of bilingual education
for the Farmington Public School
district.

Haddad made theas commonts
aa part of a daylong conference,

--*Because We Can Change the

World: Bullding an Inclusive
Community for Everyone.” Held
at the Farmington Training Con-
ter, the conforence drew partici-
pants from metro-Detroit.

In his work tracking enroll-
monts of bilingual children, he
has seen the number of those
studonts increase over tho past
deeade. The Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills Multicultural/Mul-
tiracial Council has helped to
further understanding, ho said,
going the extra sicp to lnvclvo
the community. -

Haddad wants h:lmgunl stu-
dents to be more than “welcome”
in the community, “Welcome is
for guests,” he said.

The council has gone from
being considered “cute” at its

.inception to involving groups in - said

meaningful conversations and
looking at diversity from an
intellectual perspective.
“Feeling different is very
painful, aspecially for kida,”
Haddad said. *Kids sacrifico

or fearful of as it was in the
past,” ho s

Brock suld thnt poople might
come from places where govern-
ment isn't trusted. *It's up to us
to broak down those barriers and
got peoplo involved.”™

Schools have been, more suc-
cessful because parents have a
vested intereat, he added.

Larry Maloney, a 16-year resi-
dent nnd a member of the
MCMR Council who came in as a
PTA member, said ho has a his-
tory of involvement in civil
rights organizations. MCMR hea
used *a smart strategy” of get-

ting powerful people in the com-

munity invelved with the gmup,
he safd

Fnrmingwn School Board
member Pam Chriatian said sho
joined MCMR not os an olected
official but as a momber of the
community. “On a porsonal note,
the council is important to me
hecause it has provided a place
for people who are different,” she

She felt wolcome in the com-
munity when her family moved
hore six yoars ago at a timo
when the community wasn't as
divorso a8 it is today. “While 1
felt welcome, I didn't foel very

luded,” Christian said. Sho

their and their .
background so as not to look dif-
ferent. The multicultural council
has said to them, “Yes, we accept
you a8 you are.".”

Acceptance not tolerance
Steve Brock, Farmington Hills
City Manager, snid the goals of
the city are to ensure Farming-
ton Hills remains as viable as it
. i8 now.

found a “nice dialogue” with tho
council, which she considers
vital and important.

Celebrating diversity
Founded more than 10 years
ago in response to diveraity
issues in the schoals, the MCMR
offers seminars, community
forums and hosts annual ovents
like the Rainbow Recognition

breakfast and Heril 1.

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Two Farmington Hills clergy-
mon will highlight “A Progress
Report to the Cammunity,” an
annual roviow of the Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills Multicul-
tural/Multiracial Community
Council’s programs and nactivi-
ties during the past year.

Rabbi Danny Nevins of Adat
Shalom Synagogue and the Rev,
Mark Jensen of North Congro-

“Diversity is nurtured and col-
ebrated,” said Karen Bolsen of
the orgnniznﬂnn she co-chaira.
“There's certain serious issue wo
discuss, but we also have a lot of
fun and a lot of celebration.”

MCMR believes in community
programs which are acceptable
and accepting to all citizona,
equal education and employment
opportunitics, and equal:nccess
to housing, she said.

* *"We beliove in the philosophy

of bridge building rather than an
adversarial approach,” Bolsen
sald, *“We
took these guiding principles
and sald "What do we need to do
in the way of progmmming and
action planning?.”

One audience member usked if
MCMR had a homosexual mem-
ber or one who represents inter-
eats of sexual preference,

Bolsen and Haddad said no.

“We don’t have a representn-
tive from overy cthnic organiza-
tion either but we strive to do
thot,” Bolsen said. “Wo have a
broader membership than we do
representation on our council.”

Families used to be described
as two-parent, two child. “Fami-
lies today are big, small, extend-
ed, multi-gencrational, one par-
ont,” Haddad snid. “We become
familics by birth, by adoption, by
marriage. The traditional family
hns changed. There is no tradi-
tional family anymore.”

‘extbooks also need to change
so they don't depict two parents
all the time, he said.

Demographics showing up in
the schools are a good indication
of what tho community will look
like 10 yoara from today, Had-
dad said,

“We are an increasingly nging,
an extremely mobile society,”
Haddad srid.

} Church will lead this
opon dialogue at 8 a.m. Thurs-

Hills clergy to keynote MCMR’s progress report

day, May 9 at the Farmington
‘Training Center, 33000 Thomas
Streot in downtown Farmington,
ono block north of Grand Rivor.

‘The entire community is invit
od to attend this free event to
provide input and feedback. A
continental breakfast will be
provided.

The council is dedicated to
promoting awarencss and

': ] Haw‘éun cxuzem und com-

were most beneficial?

8 To what extent did these
activities and programs enhance
the council's guiding principlea?

B Are there concerns not
bmng addmled?

‘M What are appropriate goals
nnd nctfv;!iaa !‘nr the 2002-03
year? < ,;

of

y in the
wmmumty Questions poacd wil]- »involvod En%ldvnnc{ng tge mis.

& What activities and topics

Jmore

sion and guiding principles of
the MCMR?

try to be proactive. We .
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Hellsten

personal appearance
& Orrefors collection show

Thursday, May 9
In Home

11amto 1 pm
Rochester

2:30 10 4:30 pm
Livonia

Lars Hellsten has worked
with glass for 35 years.
as Corona, Odyssey, Amour

and let him personalize
a special plece for you.

Jacobsons

MON-SAT 10-0 » OPEN SUN AT NOON | Birmndten o0t

jacobsons.com -

Renowned sculptor and designer

His Inspired designs for Omrefors
Include such popular collections

and My Heart. Come meet him

148) 8448000  Livonia » (734} 8017906
5 431-6000
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Our new Home Equity Line of Credit will have you
jumping out of your seat.

- Introducing the new Home Equity Lina of Credit from Dearborn Federal Credic Unlon,

where It doesn’t take a lot of equity to get tho best possible rate and a lower payment.

For mora information ar to apply all 1-800-739-2770.

. “Hioma Teury Lina of Cradk £ &8 beved o0 crack Orvg ST

DEARBORN
" Federal Credit Union

www.dlcu.org

Whather you're consolidating debr. Improving your home or financing
2 college education, lec DFCU help you usa the equity in your housa
to pay for the things you want to do. Let us help you do more

with your home...$0 you €an do mora with your money.

*The Waiting Game

-Baggn ~GiGI Hunter Collectl noo
«Slades Gift Shop *

v sEmpire Szechuan Garden
" «Cloverleaf Fine Wine & Spirlts
B sLittle Daddy's
- *Starbucks
Commg Soon,
*Sweetdays: Pastries

-Valentlna‘

+MB Jewelry Design.

-Classu: Photography
-Clnppers Unisex Hair Salon
*Don's Salon *From Scratch

*Herb Vita Inc. !
*Mira Linder Spa Within
*Roland Optics * Sew Biz

LA Weight Loss Centers
; *The Mac Group

*Super Video




