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Single homeowners part of growing trend

BY PAUL R, PACE
BTAPP WRITER
Ppace@oeshomecomm.not

While being single and owning

a home may have been consid-
ered atrange decades ngo, it's not
uncommon today,
. Todd Lipa, Youth and Family
Services program director for
Farmington Hilla, sald ho'has
owned o home since he was 18,

“I am not a fan of apartment
dwelling,” he said. “I'd rather
invest in my own property. It's
the one smart investment to
mako,"

Lipa is part of a slowly grow-
ing national trend of more single
men and women living in sub-
urbs, which were once almost
exclusively populated by two-
pareht familics, He said his
neighborhood ie mostly families,
but there are some single people
scattered about.

Some of his fricnds who are
divorced singles own homes for
the same reasen. .

“They found it easier to live in

a
homo,
not an
apart-
ment,”
h o
said.
“They
found
homeo-
ownor-
ahip
easi-
en”

He agreed subdivision associa-
tion events cater to familics, but
.'Iohn Yonn}z. preaident of the Old
1 + baiviai .

tion in Farmington Hills, said
that trend is changing with the
times,

‘While most of his subdivision
is mado up of typical two-parent
families, there are plenty of sin-
gle poarenta scattered about, he
said,

“I would agree that census fig-
ures of being single in a subdivi-
sion is h ing in Farmi

Hills,” he said.

Social life ’

Young said while most gocial
events involve children’s activi-
tios during the day, in the
ovening adults can have some
timo to spend together aa a com-
munity,

*“During our Octoberfest,
there's a time where a single
parent or a gingle person would
feel comfortable attending,” he
said,

The sub president snid events
have to be catored to the growing
trend of split families os well,

“There's n greater period of tol-
erance on how to do events,” he
said. .

Cheryl Olivero, Hills ¢ity coun-
cilwoman is single and owns a
home.

She said of her four children
only one lives with her now, but
she likes owning a home because
she haa two large doga,

“1 enjoy owning a home,” she
said.

Singles from page Al

The council

said most

of her friends are married, but
she does get out and eocialize on
occasion with friends.

Lipa knows a bit about the
social scene for singles, because
of his job.

*I can go to those with a friend
or by myself,” he said.

Single and gay

Jan Stevenson, co-publisher of
the gay and lesblan local news-
paper Between the Lines, said
tho paper has a large circulation
base in western Oakland Coun-
ty.

She said while most of the
staff all have partners, the gay
singlo acene i around, but just
in a more subdued fashion,
Socinlizing for gays is not just

ilable in clubs in d
Detroit and in Ferndale, she
said,

The publisher said some local
restaurants have a decent gay
clientole where people feel com-
fortable to socialize.

“There’s a lot of gay couples in
Farmington,” she said.

“boom"” in tho burbs.

“First of all, looking at age dis-
tribution, you have widowers,”
he snid, “I know when suburban-
ization really hit in the 1950s,
there were a lot of families. This
is about the time where people
would start dying off, so you'll
have a single (widowed) home-
owner,”

He doesn't ece divorce s a fac-
tor, however.

“The divorce rate has held
pretty constant. And they would
have children and bo considered

professional singles can afford to -

live by themselves more than in
previous times,"” Rogers said.
“Delayed marriage is more
widespread. Peaple are healthier
and can live on their own for a
longer time.” .

Citiea with more multi-family
housing will likely be more
impacted, as will cities built up
30 to 50 years ago, he said.

Impacts on cities, lives

The phenomenon creates a sit-
uation that most people don't

a family h hold,” Bouza
explained. .
A larger impact lies in tho fact
that young people are focusing
more attention on education and
carcers, ho said.
“Pgople are going to achool

one that can have sig-
nificant impacts on city services
and funding, as well as schools
and busincsses.

“You have more houscholds
each year than you have popula-
tion g{owth," he e‘xp'lnined.

more and longer, and
having & family,” he said.
Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments' data center man-
ager Jim Rogers agrees, He said
SEMCOG has been examining
the trend toward smaller house-
holds and ita inl i t

ho pop goes
down while the number of hous-
ing units stays the same. Things
may lock very stable, but in fact,
population numbers are going
down.” -
- That can have a big impact on

on communities, He feels income
and housing prices also play n

role.
“I think another factor is that
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state sharing funds, or
any dollars that are tied to popu-
lation. Demand for services
might shift as well, Rogers said.
“Instead of people being as
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B ‘1 think another fac-
tor Is that professional’
singles can afford to
live by themselves
more than in previous
times.’

Jim Rogers

SEMCOG

concerned with schools, they
might be looking for senior cen-

ters or community centers that -

are focused more on singles.”

An incrensing emphasis on the
single life has also shown up in
the development of businesses
and services that cater to a pop-
ulation of people who arc looking
for love. Bahama Breeze opened
last year on Haggerty in Livonia
and Plymouth is now home to a
“pianc bar” called 336 Main,
whose owners are targeting the

, single crowd.

In the lnst two years, more
and more radjo stations have
been offering singles matching
services that have been quite
popular with their listeners.
Generally, the station advertises
o phone number that listeners
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250 Anytime Minutes :
3,500 Night & Weekend Minutes

can call and answer q i

Internet resources

Solo Singles: www.solosingles.com/stmi =
Includes a listing of singles meeting places and
activities, as well as personal ads and information
and advice for single parents.
Metropolitan Single Professionals:’
www.mspsc.com Lists a wide varlety of activitles
held throughout the week all around the metropoli-
tan area, including sports, euchre, fine dining,
book discussions and trips. i
Singles on the Go:
www.singlesonthego.com/detroit Lists singles
activities and meeting places in the metropolitan

- area
Salling Singles of Southeast Michigan: www.grayn-
white.com/ss/ Events and crewing opportunities
for nautically minded singles
Single Place: www.singleplace.org
First Presbyterlan Church of Northville singles
group Information, activities and volunteer opportu-
nitles; divorce recovery workshop .
Single and Single Agaln: www.wardepc.org/si
gles.htm Ward Presbyterian Church’s organization
for singles
Table for Eight:
www.tableforeight.com/detroit/index.htm
A Detroit area dinner and social club

about their interests,
Matches are made electroni-
cally, and in some cases, partici-
pants can hear a brief message
from a potential match before
answering their ad, While plae-
ing an ad is free of charge, a fee
is attached to responding.
WVMV-FM, “Smooth Jazz"
radio's Dateline has been adver-
tised for about a year and a half,
and has renlly taken off, accord-
ing to Suzanne Bolinger, who
works in the station’s marketi:

Catholic Al I Club: http://cacd.hypermart.net/
An organlzation of single men and women who are
.~ Catholic and college graduates

Singles organizations/resources

Metropolitan Single Profi 1

(248) 851-9160

Jewlish Professlonal Singles: (248) 645-9160
-Plymouth 1st Baptist Church: (313) 455-2300
* Redford/Livonia Parents Without Partners: (734)
464-1969

department.
“We have a lot of single listen-
ers, and we know it's tough to
find ways to meet,” she said.
“This is something that gives
people en opportunity to meet
others with similar intorests.”
Not only has the program been
a hit with listeners, it has also

made a profound difference in at .

lenst two lives.

“We've had quite a few people
enroll and participate,” Bolinger
said. “We had a couple that actu-

yne/Westl
3985135

Ward Evangelical Single Way
(Interdenominational): (248) 374-5820
Table for Eight: (248) 543-1000

West Side Singles: (734) 981-0909
Single Place/1st Presbyterian Church of
Northvlile: (248) 3490911
_Dancling Singles Square Dance Club:
'(248) 9609982 -

‘Antloch Luth

d Parents Without Partners: {734)

ally got married... although we
know not everybody’s looking for
that, Some people just want to
get out and date a little.”

ROAMING
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9pm-7am

Night & Weekend Hours

All Day on Weekends

h Church, Farmington Hills:
248526-7906
Bethany Singles Suburban West: (313) 533-3041
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Internet Access
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