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All night partles help keep kids alc

BY SUE Buck -
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oc.homecomm.net
All night high school gradua-
tion parties are a way to have
fun and keep safo, say parent
i at North F

and Hgrrison High Schoole,
Some parents plan their all-
night party on prom night.
Farmington high schools will
target graduation night, June 8,
when they lock students in from
11p.m.-5 a.m. Parcnts apend a

Season’s Best!

year planning for the event, rais-
ing thousands of dollars and
organizing entertainment,

“We want to keep kids safc so
kids won't go out and celebrate,
to keep them from drinking and
driving,” snid Barb Shumer, a
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North Farmington parent. *We
got 90 percent of the kida to
come.”

It's also a way for everyone to
shed those last tears and have
clogure for time which will never
return.

Most pnrcnts of the 3‘1'4 aen-

B ’, “
party three yoars ago o d is
doing the same for dau,
Kristin, She volunteered to hnlp
with ticket sales and publicity.
Husband, Rob, will alao help
that night.

“We hnvo been through this
before und we hnvv a bnn‘lic
aald.

iors are

the party, Shumer said. ’l‘ncke!a
which were $50 at the beginning
of the year have increased to $76
and gre available at the door.

“This is our gift to our chil-
dren,” said Shumer who co-
chairs the event with hor hus.
band, Steve. The gift has a
$20,000 price tag nnd Shumer
snys it's worth it,

As parents of Jeflrey, the sen-
ior class president, the Shumers
were asked - as is tradition — to

ize the mynnd 1
Parents of the j e juniors do clennup
at the party.

The Shumers have

“This ia my last hurrah. This is
the last time all of the kids will
come together as a group and
have a good time. It's important
that they go. I romember my
graduation party.”

Parents volunteor for vnrmua

ift and d
food, decoration, nnt.ertnlnment.
and security, Alexis and Ron
Dukes are.the chairs, Daughter,
Adrian, i{s the senior class presi-
dent.

“Survivor 2002" is the theme of
Harrison’s party, named after
the reality-based television
show. There will }bu a survivor

Thoy worked on the nll-mght
party for their son Daniel, now a
sophomore at Northwestern Uni-
vergity. Their youngest son,
Greg, is a sophomore at NFHS.

Following a year of prapara-
tion with monthly meetings, the
parents will set up from 2:30-11
p.m. Friday, June 7.

“The theme is n secret and a
surprise for the kids,” Shumer
said, adding activities will
include a bungee run and climb-
ing wall.

“Parents run a casino at tho
party,” she said, “They also act
as sccurity guards becausc the
atudents can’t lenve until the
end of the party.”

‘The money was raised through
a variety of fundraisers includ-
ing a lottery, For the second
year, parents obtained n special
license from the Michigan Lot-
tery reserved for non-profit,
charitable fundraising, according
to Renay Taub, a parent. The oll
night party is supported by local
mevchants,

Harrison's ‘1ast hurrah’
Janet Schrock, a Harrison
High School parent, algo has
experience when it comes to the
all-night graduation parties, She
worked on daughter Leslie's

ohol free

{ len\m the purty
lhnx cnn'c’mlum. ‘Behrock said.

" Oh theother hand;.eomo stu-

dents who are alrondy 18 are
legally adults. Parents are noti.
fied that their child wants to
leave. “If wo can’t contact their
parents they can't leave, Schrock
paid. “Thoy can have & good time
without aubstance abuse.”

Fun, safe alternative
Farmington High School sen-
jora will start partying at the all-
night graduation party at 10
p.m. on graduation night, June

“The all-night graduation party
is @ fun, safe alternative for sen.
iors, aaid parent Patty Kimmel,

“The kids are in n restricted

* area, but they're atill having a

lot of fun. It's good, clean fun,
There's no drugs ar alcohol,” aho
said,

A team of security stafl will
momtor the penmuter of the

tho night, to

sumo’ and
P cnsuro students don't wander in
E‘iﬁg‘;’ﬁfﬁybn d a num- oF out of the school, sho noted.

ber for the night,” Scrock said.
That will make them eligible for
prizes.

Schrock expects that two-
thirds of the 260-student class
will nttend the party. Ticket
prizes which were $45 at the
beginning of the yenr, {ncreased
to $60 and will be $60 at the
door. “This ia not a profit-making
venture,” Schrock snid,

Some Oakland County high
schools, Like Lahser High School
in Bloomfield Hills , charges $80-
$100, she said.

The cost for the party is about
$10-16,000, she said.

With building improvements
gonerated from the voter-
approved bonds now completed
this class will be able to enjoy
the entire facility this year,
Schrock said.

Personal letters were sent to
students to explain party details,
“We have a lot of people who
haven't grown up in this coun-
try,” Schrock said.

Fundraisers included sclling
Krispy Creme donuta and Purple
Rose Productions’ apecial show-
ing of “Escanaba in the Moon-
light” at the Civic-Theatre.

are d to arrive

by 10:46 p.m. and arc not

allowed to leave the party before

it ends at & a.m., unless his or
her.porent authorizes it.

The strict rules aro for the

sofety of the students, noted

mmel. .

“Wo all know how dnngerous
alcohol is,” she snid, “One bad
decision can ruin the rest of their
life.”

The party is sure to be a blast
for students and parents,

“It's o fun thing,” Kimmel said,
*The parents (valuntcera) have
just a8 much fun.”

Clarenceville High School par-
ents have held a number of fund-
raisers to raise the $10,000
needed for their school's June 7
party — including a Saturday
afterncon baby-sitting service,
bake sales and selling Little
Caesar's pizza kits. Students
have had the opportunity to sign
up as volunteers for the events,
which is new this year.

The School Board recently
approved a $2,000 donation to
the party, which will be taken
out of funds from Coca-Cola
vending machines,
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. An article ding the F'
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Library's volunteor appreciation luncheon ahould
have aaid that each volunteer had a library book
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est.

d in his or her name in Lhe-r aren of inter-

The voluateers did not keop the books,
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