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= OBITUARIES Michael Nicola, singing dentist,
RICHARD E. SMITH Home in Farmington.

Services for Richard Erncst Smith, 74, of Farm-
ington, were held Moy 18 at North Conmgatlunul
Church in Farmingtoh Hills with the Rav. Mark
Jensen officinting,

Mr. Smith wns born Oct. 24, 1927 in Dotroit and
: died May 16, 2002 at Beaumont Hoapital in Royal -

: Onk. He warkcd as o sergeant-detective for the
" Detroit Police Department for 26 years and wns a
* World War 11 U.S. Navy voteran. He was a mem-
ber of the Detroit Police Officers Association and -
the Lieutenants/Sergeants Association. .

Ho is survived by his wife, Dolores; sons, John
and Tim; doughters, Patricia (Jack) Hnmllwn
Llndﬂ (Dennm) B:‘dwell and Cumlyn (Paul)

en, Henther, Dawn, .

Kristen, Jllllnn, Summer, Emma, James and Nico-
las,
Memorinl contributions may be made to the
" American Heart Associntion, Memorial & Tributes
Program, Dept. 77-3968, Chicago, IL 60678-3968.
Arrangements made by ‘Thayer-Rock Funeral
. Home in Farmington,

MARY L. CUNNINGHAM

Services for Mary L. Cunningham, 83, of Live-
nia, were held May 18 nt St. Gerald Catholic
Church in Farmington with the Rev. Gerald McEn-
hill officiating. Burial teok place at Hely Sepulchre
Cemetery in Southficld.

Mrs. Cunningham was born Aug. 16, 1912in
Springfield, Ohio and dicd May 16, 2002 at Mary-
wood Nursing Center in Livania. She attended
Wnynv University now known as Wayne State.

She is survived by her sons, James (Glorin) and
Dennis (Ellen); grnndchlldrcn Beth, Jim, Laura,
Catherine nnd Cheryl; and greut-grnndnhildrcn,
Ashley and Donnell. She is preceded in death by
her husband, William.

Memorin! contributiona may be made to Mary-
wood Nursing Center, 36976 Five Mile Road, Livo-
. nia, MI 48164,

: Arrangements made by Thayer-Rock Funeral

AR

BEATRICE E. SCHUMACHER
* Services for Beatrico E, Schumacher, 79, former-
ly of Farmington, were held May 20 at Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Church in Fi

put a smile on patients’ faces

Dr. Michael
Nicyl a's dental

Mru. Schumacher was barn Aug, 19, 1922 in
Toronto, Canada and died May 16, 2002. She was
an excellent cook and baker of renowned chocolate
chip cookics.

She is survived by her son, Kurt (Sue); grand-
children Julie (Dennis Catton), Kyle and Jay; sis-
ter, Merle; brothers, Ron (Arlene), Bob (Alice) and
Bill (Nancy); and many nieces and nephewa, She is
preceded in death by her husband Frank; son,
Mark; sister, Dorothy; and brothers, Jack, Alan
and Gordon.

Memorial contributions may be made to Sncred
Henrt Church of Elk Rapids.

Arrangements made by McCabe Funeral Home
in Farmington Hilla,

ANNA R. BENEDICY
Scrviees for Anna Rosing Benedict, 97, of Farm-

-ington Hills, were held May 21 at Thayer-Rock

Funera! Home in Farmington with the Rev. Larry
Austin officinting. Burial took place at Whito
Chapel Cemetery in Troy.

Mrs. Benedict was born Nov, 18, 1804 in Clear
Creek, Utah and died May 18, 2002 ot Botsford
Hoapital in Farmington Hills. She worked as an
LPN nt Grace Hospital until her retirement and
also worked as a schoel teacher in Kansas when
she was young, She enjuycd ottending senior citi-
zen dances and loved music.

She is survived by her son John (Mnrgc)' dnugh~
ter, Janet (Jim Hayes) Benedict; five

wore
far more than
just patients.

For the doc-
tor had o
smilo that lit
up a room,
and nrapc:inl
way of endear-
ing himself to :F Pflcbael
people, *He 0@
was known aa the ‘Singing Den-
tist." Everyone Joved to hear him
sing while they were in the
chair,” said his daughter, former
hygienist Michele Nicola Kraskn
of Livonia. “His patients loved
him, and he loved them. Thoy
were like family, and he never
forgot them.

“He was n wonderful, top-
notch deatist,” sha added. *I
don't say that just because he
was my dad. After working for
him, I worked all over the coun-
try and I've seen dontists from
every place imaginable., He
ranked among the very best.”

Born April 15, 1927 in Min-
neapolis, Minn., Dr. Nicola of
Livonia died after long-term
medical problems May 18, 2002,
ot Botsford General Hospital in
Farmi Hills, He was 76,

dren many great-grandchildren; and many great-
great-grandchildren. She is preceded in death by
her husband John.,

Grand Marquis has a bigger interlor and a bigger trunk than Bulck LeSabre

(the largest trunk space In its class). Big Innovations like avallable power-
adjustable brake and accelerator pedals. A big V-8 (the only one in lts class).
And something that’s not so big: the price, Now, returning A, Z and D-plan
employees and family members can prepay a two-year Grand Marquis GS

lease with one easy payment of $7,378. Rather big of us, don't you think?

Not even an amputation could
quell Dr. Nicola's lifelong pae-
sion for playing golf. “After he

got sick and lost his leg in the
late 1980's, he didn’t golf for
seven years,” said his daughter
Michele. “But ho took lessons
and learned.to golf again as a
handicapped person. He'd play
18 holes.”

A favorite course was Red-
ford'a Western Golf & Country
Club, where the Nicolas were
mombera from 1876-1885. He
also played courses throughout
Michigan and Florida. He teed
off at Pebble Beach, Tarre Pines,
Hilton Head and at courses in
Hawaii and Mexico,

As a young boy, Dr. Nicola
moved with his family to Detroit
where he attended St. Mary's of
Redford and Cooley High School,
He joined the Army and was sta.
tioned in post-World War I Ger-
many during the occupation.

After the war, Dr. Nicola
enrolled at the University of
Detroit and was accepted into
the University of Detroit School
of Dentistry, graduating in 1955.

He married the late Joanne
Cruzan, a native of Charleston,
W. Va. The couple met in Cali-
farnia after their familics moved
to the west const. The Nicolas
were married Aug, 23, 1952, in
California and moved to Detroit,

They raised five children and
lived in Redford from 1956-1985.
For the last aeven years, Dr.
Nicoln lived in Livonia with his

2002 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS.
IT’S JUST ONE BIG IDEA AFTER ANOTHER.

FOR A/Z/D-PLAN EMPLOYEE
& ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS

2002 GRAND MARQUIS GS ——

PREPAY A TWO-YEAR LEASE WITH ONE
EASY PAYMENT OF

4378

after $3,750 cash back*

Inciudes refundable secrity 4
Excludes tax, this and lkensa

—— OR 2002 GRAND MARQUIS LS ——
PREPAY A TWO-YEAR LEASE WITH ONE EASY PAYMENT OF.

58’891 after $3,750 cash back*

Includes refundadle security deposht, Excludes tax, titie and licensa fees,

@

MERCURY

For latest offers

to Aplan.com

*Call 1-888-56-LEASE for detalls, For cash back and special lease terms, take delivery from dealer stock by 7/1/2002. =~ &

daughter Michele and her fami-
1y. He belonged to St, Mnurico
Catholic Church,

Dr. Nicola’s dental career
lpunned 32 years. He practiced
in offices at Schooleraft and
Evergreen and Schoolcraft and
Outer Drive in Detroit; and a
third office in Livonia. He retired
in 1987.

Retirement gave Dr. Nicola
the opportunity to pursuo other
loves. “He dearly loved spending
time with hia grandchildren, and
he loved music, especially play-
ing the uke and banjo,” said his
daughter.

Preceded in death by his wife,
a brother, and a sister, Dr. Nico-
la is survived by children Dianne
(David) Ambrose, Kirk (Laurel), ™
Nancy (Bob) and James “Mickey” -
(Beth); sbn-in-Jaw, Robert Kras-
ka; sisters, Emeline Fikany and
Elaine (Rny) Hernwick; elght
grandchildren; and many nieces
and nephews,

A funeral mass was held May
2% at St. Maurice Roman
Catholic Church in Livonia with
the Rev. Sidnoy Eckert and Rev.
William Stoba officinting. Burial
taok place at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery in Southfield.

Memorial contributions may
be made to Catholic Central
High Schoot, 14200 Breakfast
Drive, Redford, MI 48239,
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