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Having the ugliest bathroom is good news for this family -

BY SUSAN STEINMUELLER
STAFP WRITER

Learning that you have the
ugliest bathreom of them all is
not usually something to be
elated by,

But it was music to the ears of
Pam Pearson of Garden City.

The reason?

On Saturday, Pearson was
announced as the winner of the
2001-2002 Ugliest Bathroom
Contest during WJR's The
Appliance Doctor show hosted
by Obscrver & Eccentric colum-
nist Joe Gagnon.

As the grand prize winner out
of 393 entries, she will receive a
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shares with her husband,
William, and two adopted

bathroom makeover worth
$10,000,
Pearson's
will include an Air Masseur
Muassage Bathtub by Jasen,

" “We've lived hero for so long. 1
raised my four kids here, now

rooms.

A sample: A first timo home-
owning couple said money ran
out hefore they could fix the
bathroom.

I'm raising my dchildren.
We wanted to redo it before, but
if there waa money, there was
no time. If thero was time, there
was o money,

“I'm happy about winning, but
embarrassed at the same time.
‘What a contest to win, right?”

Pearson, however, ian’t the
only peraon who fecls strongly
about his or her bathroom being
ugly.

The contest was judged earli-
er this month at the WJR stu-
dios in downtown Detroit's Fish-
er Building.

Overflowing boxes of entries
contained not enly pictures, but
emotional letters or booklet pre-
sentations aimed at describing
the sorry state of owner's bath-
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bath cabinetry by Bertch,
faucets by Harden, an ultra-
flush toilet by Gerber, n tile tub
surround and more. Installation
will be by J&M Home Improve-
ment.

“I'm thrilled. I am so happy.
You have no idea how much I'm
going to enjoy it,” said Pearson
in a telephone interview this
week.

Pearson, the grandmother of
seven, said the bathroom is the
only one in the 19508 house she
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25-40% SAVINGS ON:
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this is the eye-
sore that we have to live with
for who knows how long,” the
woman wrote,

“The walla are terrible
becnuse the previous owner
decided to use 3 gallons of glue
to hold up four pieces of panel-
ing.” As for the medicine cabi-
net, “we just have o picee of mir-
ror loosely rigged to the wall,

“Despite it being small,” she
had no doubt, however, that
there would be room for a new
tub, “especially after you rip out
the ‘Toiletzilla,' ™

Others were more somber. A
Wayne resident wrote that her
brother with multiple sclerosis
finds it nearly impoasible to
mancuver his wheelchair into
the bathroom.

Others were humaorous. A
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Weal and tear: Tlus is one of the pictures bubmlttcd by
Pam Pearson of Garden City that won the Ugly Bath-
room contest, Pearson said the three-dimensional toilet
seat is a newer model, but due to hard wear such as kids
standing on it to see the mirror, it is already “wrecked.”

in a picture of nn outhouse, but
that was disqualified.

The Uglicst Bathroom Con-
test was sponsored by WJR AM
760 Radio, The Observer &
Eccentric Ncwspapers, the
Building Industry Association of
Southeast Michigan, and Mathi-
son Supply of Livonia, Garden
City and Canton.

Judges were Rosalie Lamb
and Denise Rosenthal of the
Building Industry Association
of Southeast Michigan, Joe
Fisher of Jagson Harden Co,,
Frank Mathison of Mathison
Supply, Mike DeSmith of J&M
Kitchen and Bathroom Remod-
cling, Nancy Rosen of Nancy
Resen & Co. Inc., Joe Gagnon,
and Observer & Eccentric At
Home editor Susan Stein.
mucller.

The bathroom remodeling is
expected to start in September.

+ When the renovated bathroom
ia complete, it will be featured
in an Observer & Eecentric. At
Home article.

Farmington Hills resident sent
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