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Schools to
meet higher
standards

cw atandards for Michigan Pub-

lic Schools were recently

approved by the State Board of
Education in March.

Bill Bushaw, Chief Academic Offi-
cer, for the State Department of Edu-
eation, played a key role in getting
these standards together and
approved.

This process will impact Farming.
ton Schools, as well ns all stnte public
schools, grades one through twelve,

Focusing on the individual child
and making sure that youngster can
read and compute is an important
part of the accreditation process.
Euch student needs to show a year of
growth for every year instruction.

“Attendance is important for stu-
dent progress,” Bushaw snid, “We
need to keep youngsters in school,
perhaps, till the age of cightecn
focused on learning and their future
goals.”

Each high school student will have
a plan focusing on their goals for tho
future, Bushaw said that having |, -

omployublhty akills ja l:rucml forall

he now
will cover this area.

In Bill Bushaw's office is this mouo,
“A Ladder not a Hammer.” All stu-
dents need help to climb the ladder,
so they ean climb ns high as possible,
not u hammer to be hit over their
head and put down.

It's n wonderful thought and maybe
il teachers and oll involved with |
echools practiced this quote, all our
l‘tulnlcnu would achiove their poten.- ;-
tial.

MEAP scores will count npproxi-
mately 62 percent of the total accredi-
tation evaluation. This is a vast
improvement since prior plans to
evaluate schools are based solely on
MEAP (Michigon Education Assess-
ment Program) testa, .

State Superintendent Tom Watkina
and Bill Bushaw have added new
ways to look at students and schools.
Reading at grade level and solving
math problems are important to ele- .~
mentary students. Middle School .
youngsters need to show a year of
growth for each year of instruction.
High scheol students need goals —
what are their plans for graduation?
Many seniors duvelop *genioritis” and
need to be engaged in learning. Per-
haps, they could take some clusacs at
a community collegs in their senior
year of high school that would apply
when they enter college in the fall.

Schools will be judged on profes-
sional development for teachers (in-
scrvice) bringing now idens to tench-
ers and stimulating their creative
juices.

Parental involvement will be anoth- *
er area looked at and included in the
accreditation process. School districts
will need to shaw they are committed
to 1mpmvln;\tcnching instructions and
involving pargnu and the community

plaxy

in edueation. Parents rieed to feel that,
they are partners with the schools,

Providing pré-school programs and
health setvices will ensure that our
young people will bo ready to learn
and more likely achiceve good scores
on té:cir MEAP tests in tha fnuxth
grade,

Looking at teacher ln-nervins
parental involvement and -tudent
attendance so that the MEAP is not
the sole criteria for grading a achool,
is a more mahallc way to evnluam

schools. .
Students’ test tgx g king skills un the
day of the MEAP axam, may be nat u

strong that day for‘gme. It is more

fair, as the new s itation process
does, to factor in other key elementa
besides onn test. Counting 87 percent
for the MEAP test and ovaluating
other related education jtems g'lvaa a
better picture of each | uhoul and dm .
"district. N A e
Sharron Wise, &' mamber ofthio
" State Board of Education said, “The
new accreditation system should start,
in September of 2002,
nead to dedicate our résources to ~
lea kindergarten through third, ..
annbllng children in thoss grades to
read and computo on grade level”  °
*" Another view of this “new™ accredi-
tation system comes from Doro
Be-rdmm pnt Pruidenc of' uu

o %
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The Best of Show plate was designed and made by the kids.

‘If these walls could talk...’

St. Vincent marks 150 years

By JoNI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
Jhubred@oc.homecomm.net

Later this year, one of the biggest family
reunions in the country will take place in
Farmington Hiils.

‘This won't be your typical family reunion,
with aunts and uncles you haven't seen in
years or cousina you've never met, but a gath-
ering of men and wamen who had no family
and nowhere clse to turn, but the St. Vincent
and Sarah Fisher Center.

As the Center celebrates 150 years of service
in the Detroit area, alumni have been invited
back to a place that became home when they
could no longer live in their own homes. For-
mer staffers have also been asked back for the
July 14 celebration. In September, a celebra-
tion masa and reception will be held at the St,
John Conference Center in Plymouth.

Executive Dircetor Jean Vickers has no idea
how many children the Center has gerve
sinco ita inception, but she has made an edu-
cated guess.

“Over 30,000, she snid. “I{ would have to be,
even if just a quarter of the kids turned aver
evlrery year, and that's just in residential care
alone,’

The Center pravides physical and psycholog-
ical care for, at mast, 60 children. Some have
such severe emotionnl problems that they
must be stabilized before returning to their
homes. Others are permanent wards of the
court, whose parents have had their rights ter-
minated.

*“We call them ‘the new orphans',” Vickers
said.

Taking in orphans is a large part of St. Vin-
cent and Sarah Fisher Center's history. Hav-
ing its 19th century origins in the City of
Detroit, the mission began with the Daughters
of Charity, who openced St. Vincent Orphan
Asylum and the House of Providence, caring
for unwed mothers.

“The facility has been here since 1929, Vick-
crs snid, referring to the 12 Mile/Inkster Road
campus. “When (the St. Vincent Center in
Detroit} became uninhabitable, they moved out
here into n white, clapboard house.”

That Inter burned, and the Fisher family
contributed funds toward the red brick build-
ings that stand on the site today.

“Each cottnge is almost like a family,” said
community relations coordinator Rebecea

Pleaso see SERVICE, C8

STAFY P10TO ¥Y DiLL BrEmizx

of service

Food, auctions
featured at 2002
Garden Party

To keep alive a tradition of service that has
lasted 150 years, the St. Vincent and Sarah
Fisher Center will host the 15th Annual Gar-
den Party, Sunday, June 2 on the grounds of
the Center at 27400 W. Twelve Mile Road in
Farmington Hills,

Presented by Ford Motor Company, this cele-
brated event will incorporate a 1920s theme,
including vintnge vehicles, costumes nnd many
surprises. Its goal is to help bridge the gap
between public and other funding, and the
needs of various programs that serve scores of
children, teen parents and families.

Fifty of the fincst restavrants in Detroit will
offer samples of their specialties. Guests will be
treated to delectable hors d'ocuvres, entrées
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Cemeteries play important role in history

.Cemeteries toli uu n Int about life in
the paat, In cariy Oaklnad County
most children didn't maake it to their
fifth birthday.

. The population died young, particu-
larly the women and
n. Men often
had at l-n:t two wives
during their lifetimes.
_.Charlea Martinez
“and Graylor Forman
from the Cakland
. County Pi(g\:;r and
oty wont
stothe Match meel
» of the Farmington His-
torical Soclety to talk
about a book is putting
together about Onk-
land County cemcterics.
. The West Farmington Cemetery in
F-rmlnm.on Hills is one of the cemeter-
ies Martines knows & great deal about.
In 1888 12 Mile in Farmington Hilla
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was widened and made into a boule-
vard. Twenty-four graves in the West
Farmington Cemetery had to be
moved,

Bob Rock of the Thayer-Rock Funeral
Home in Farmington supervised the
move.

Charles Martinez, an nrchacologist
who was nt Wayne State University at
the time, volunteered to assist. During
the grave relocation Martinez gathered
material for o rescarch paper.

He learned about the types of caskets
and coffins used in Victorian times, the
voults, soil condition and il the
decensed was embalmed, according to
the article in tho Observer and Eccen-
trie at the time.

Former Mayor, Jean Fox, represent-
ing the Farmington Hills Historic Com-
mission, also was involved. Jean Fox
said privntely at the time v,hm the city
tried to buy some addi 1 land lost

bor refused to sell.

The bodies in the highway path were
reburied in new gravesites, in new
coffins, if necessary.

Martinez recalled for the Historical
Society one instance when the graves
were being relocated. They were dig-
ging up a grave, but were unable to
find n coffin. As the workmen were
walking around the site, someone
tripped over a container. The container
held the cremated remains that had
been buried there. There was no caffin.

The West Farmington Cemetery isa
Fnrmington Hills Histarie rite. It was
one of the early church yard cemeter-
ics.

In 1835 the dynamic Rev. Nehemiah
Lamb lead his cangregation (o build a
church at the current 12 Mile andeHal-
sted Ronds. The Lamb family was a
family of mmlst(\m who traveled

hout Mi. vy

th

W Because of various pop-
ulation moves, the center
of Farmington social life
moved to the Village of
Farmington. A new Baptist
congregation had been
established in 1857 in the
Village of Farmington. A
church was built on Shi.
awassee Road in 1861,

The congregation of the early first
Baptist church established the Baptist
burying ground next to the wooden
church in 1836. At the time sheep kept
the grass trimmed around the head-
stones. '

totheh but the ab acigh-

her they went.

sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
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