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REGIONAL TRACK

Farmington Harrison was a dou-
ble winner in track and field
aggin, capturing the boys and girls
titles in the Division II regional at
Algonac High School,

The Hawks won the Warren
Fitzgerald mects last year but
were moved farther north to o new
regional assignment this year.

“The teams were maybo not
state champions (such as Detroit
Renaisannce), but they were better
all-around teams in that (Algonac)
region,” Harrison girls coach Mark
Babcock waid,

“They were more well-rounded
teams, There wasn't any sprint-
dominated team like before but
some pretty good ones.”

The Hurrison boys, who are the
defending  state champions,
chalked up 120 tenm points Friday
to finish well ahead of runner-up
Auburn Hills Avondale (91) and
third-place Marine City (64).

The Hawks had five individual
regional champions and won three
relays. The top two in each event

" qualify for the Division II state
meet June 1 in Grand Rapids,

Eric Latoschkin won the pole
vault (13-1), Marcus Woods the
100-meter dash (11,2}, Terrill
Mayberry the 400 dash (48.8),
Kevin Davis the 300 intermediate
Hurdles (39.9) and Agim Shnbaj
the 200 dash (21.9),

* Harrison also posted winning
times of 1:28.7 in the 800 relay,
43.96 in the 400 relay and 3:24.5
in the 1,600 relay. Shabaj, Woods,
Mike Baortley, Charles Pickett,
Mayberry and Fermon Tate com-
priscd the relay teams,

»Finishing second nnd qualifying

for the state meot were Ramy
Sulaiman in the pole vault (13-0)
and Mayberry in the 200 dash
(22.2). Tate in the 800 run and
Davis in the high hurdles were
additionnl qualifiers.

“We always fucus on the region-
al,” Harrison boys coach John
Reed aaid. ‘We treat it like it's a
state championship. Considering
the weather, we had a spectacular
perfarmnnce.

“We got home late, but it was
worth the wait. The camposure of
the kids was amazing. It was 38
degrees and I didn't hear them say
one time how cold they were. That
tells you they were committed and
focused on what they had to do.”

Harrison scored 92 points in the
girls competition Friday night and
was followed by Murine City with
70 and Livonia Ladywood with

The Hawks had a double state
qualifier in senior Christine
Metry, who wen the 3,200 run
(11:56.7) and also was second in
the 1,600 run (5:27.2),

“That was something she has
been looking forward to the whole
season, ond she has been prepar-
ing really hard for it,” Babeock
snid. “She had her mind made up
what ghe wanted to do,

“She ran a pretty good mile race
and an excellent two-mile. She's a
senior with a lot of experience, nnd
she was really determined.”

Harrisen had one other individ-
unl winner in junior Laura Glynn,
who hed the best time in the 100
dngh (2:01.5). She just missed win-
ning last year and was the region-

al runner-up.

“We knew she had not run her
beat race yet this year,” Babeock
said. “We knew she wns capable of
running much better, and this was
as good a time a8 any.

“Of all the races I've seen her
run, this was probably her best
one. She ran a faster time at the
state meet last year but probably
nat as good a race. She took it out
really hard and did a good job
from beginning to end,”

Harrison's 1,600 relay team of
Glynn, Metry, Clara Fletcher and
Lindsey Branch led most of the
race but was cdged for first place
by Marine City. Fleicher and
Glynn were on the relay team that
went to state last year,

“They were frozen solid,” Bab:
cock said, adding the race was run
about 11 p.m. with the tempera-
ture dipping inta the 30s, “but
they did a really good job."

The Hawks had an additional
qualifier in senior Julicta Iarina,
who was fourth in the pole vault
(8-9) but achieved the necessary
height. It's the third straight yeer
she has qualified.

*The weather alone made it
tough to vaylt,” Babeock snid. “It
was hard to hold the pole when it's
that cold and get it to bend.

“She missed her {first couple
attempts but kept getting bettor
and better, She showed a lot of
experience; she didn't get flustered:
or give up.” .

Krystal Wise was third in tho
100 and 200 dashes and contribut.
cd in the sprint relays, too,

“She was tremendous,” Babcock

snid. “With all the prelims, she
ran cight races and we certainly
couldn’t have done it without her.

“*She's one I have to give a lot of
credit to, She's ono of our warriors,
one of the kide who runs four
events all the time,”

North boys finish 3rd

The North Farmington boys had
4 successful effort in the Division 1
regional Snturday nt West Bloom-
field, finishing third in the team
standings and having five state
qualifiers.

Birmingham Brother Rice had
88 points, West Bloomficld 69.33,
North Farmingten GO and Birm-
ingham Groves 45.3] to top the
field of 13 tenms that scored.

“1 was pretty pleased with the
cffort, considering the weather
conditions,” North conch Jeff
Simpson said, ndding the athletes
hnd to deal with rain, sleet nnd

_anow. “It was really bad; it was
unbelicvable.

“Given the conditions, tha kids
battled well and scored some
points in events people didn't
expect us to. To be third in a
regianal with 20 teams says a lot
about our team.”

Junior Eugene Furman, whe
wns seeded cighth, won the 800
run (2:03.7) in what some might
have thought was a surpriging vic-
tory but not Simpson.

“It was o really tight field,” he
said. “We knew he had a chance at
it. He's never really been tested
this year. He ran a smart race. He
hung back the first lap and made
his move on the backstretch, He
took the lend and never looked
back,

“It was good far him to brenk
through in that sense. He was

looking forward to this all year.
We kept him out of the mile, 80 he
would be ready just for the hall
and he cams through.”

Dan Pernch was first in the polo
vault again at 12-3 and teammate
Ramis Bajrami was second (11-3);
however, thoy were the only
entries since the other Ooklend
County and Detroit schools don’t
participate in the event.

Simpson was capecinlly pleased
senior Mike Leach qualified with o
second-place finish in the 110 high
hurdles (15.2). He also competed
in the high jump and was fourth in
the 300 hurdles.

“That's the one thing I wns look-
ing for going into the doy ~ for
Mike to qualify for the state meat,”
Simpson snid, “He has worked
really hard for four years, and he's
the one kid I definitely felt
deserved to go to the atate meet in
any cvent.

“The burden was lifted aRter the
110 hurdles. After the 300 hur-
dtes, he had to ga back and high
jump. That took a lot out of him.
The rest of the day he competed,
but he got to go; that was the big
thing.”

The fifth qualifier was Drew
Roberts, who tied for secand place
in the high jump at 5-10.

“He’s been jumping well all
year,” Simpson said. “The condi-
tions didn’t favor jumping; he was
Jjumping into the wind. He made it
on his second attempt, and there
were only three that made 5-10,
For him it’s o tremendous cenfi-
dence boost to go to state as a jun-
ior.™
More state qualifiers

In the girls regional at West
Bleomfield, Farmington Hills

Harrison teams repeat as regional champs

Mercy's Whitney Jo! nson won tho
100 and 300 hurdleq races in 16.0
and 47.1, reapectiyely. Mercy's
Annc Roosovelt won the discus
(121-7) and Alexandria Marshall
the 400 dash (1:00.3)

North Farmington had two state
qualifiers in Kristin Ulewicz, who
won the pole vault (80) and Susan
Barrows, who was spcond in the
1,600 run (5:28.3) and the 3,200
(11:40,6),

OTHER REGIONAL SCORERS

N. Fenmington boys: Eugene Frankiin, ifth
place, discus (1208); Dandin Young, fourth,
$hot put (45-2.75; Brisn Sindt, fifh, 110 hur.
dies {15.4); 3,200 relay, shth, 8:39.0; Mike
Leach, fourth, 300 hurdles (41.45; 1,600
telay, fourth, 3:38.1.

Moetcy gids: Valssha Turnes, fifth, discus
{1030); Roosevett, fifth, shot put {334.5);
Danlelle Undarwood, fidth, long Jump (15-8);
800 telay, fourth, 1:50.4;

Fammington girte: Betty Wada, third, high
jump (5-1); Koto Bouschel, fourth, long jump
(1621 Ashton Frederlck, fitth, 100 hurdles
(17.2); Rochel Button, thisd, 1,600 sun
(5:4D.6); Dotky Willard, siath, 3,60D run
(5:48.8); Wado, third, 400 dash {1:01.4);
tindsay Hal, third, 300 hurdles (53.3); Kristin
Batla, third, 800 run (2:31.1); Megan Annad.
na, fitth, 3,200 run {12:30.,7); Claire Czaplickl,
slxth, 3,200 fun (12:37.9),

Hanson boys: Brett Laird, third, pole vauit
{11:9): Kavin Davis, third, 110 huniles (15.0);
Charles Pickett, Whird, 100 dash {11.8); Oan
Coats, Afth, 1,600 run (4:43.9); Fermon Tate,
third, 800 run (2:00.85).

Harrison girle: Debl Hicks, shot put (28
10}; Juliota larino, sixth, fong Jump {149,25);
Tarin Dew, third, discus {10105 3,200 relny,
hird, 30:26.9; Latoya Burrell, third, 100 hur.
dles (17.0): Angela Fodor, sth, 100 hurdiss
(17.5); Krystal Wiso, Whird, 100 dash {13.4);
80D relay, thid, 1:52.9: Shonnon Balley,
slsth, 1,600 sun .8); Lindssy Branch,
fifth, 400 dash (1:05.3); Burrell, fourth, 300
Nurdles (50.0); Amber Brown, fith, 300 hur.
dies (51.1); Wise, third, 200 dash (27,9},

cathOIic from page DI

. Tum Grant, who won the 110 hur-
dles {14.9) and tock second in the
kigh jump and long jump. CC
svopt the top three places in the
s}lot put, led by winner Dan Zim-
merman, who threw 47-11.5 to
lest the field.

7 This marked the first boys meet
GC hadn’t won since 1996, and

Magni gave U-D all the credit.

“My hat is off to them; they ran
great todey,” he said. “They rose
to the occasion and had their best
day today.”

Brother Rice coach Bob Stark
said his team’s doy was highlight-
ed by a terrific run by the 800
relsy team, which set o meet

record with a blazing time of
1:25.77. The record had stood
since 1976, when Detroit DePor-
res ran a 1:28.2,

Rice's Jeff Allen defended his
lang jump title with a leap of 21
feet 8.5 inches, and teammate
Mure Roualet became the first
non-cross country runner to win

For more information, call
Mark Kirby
Certified Senior Advisor
(734) 462-4960
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the 3,200 run with a time of
9:46.26.

“We knew we'd be gunning for
third place,” Stark said. “We had
o Iot of nice times by some of our
younger guys, which was nice to
sce.”

On the girls side, Divine Child
was a team on a mission, and it
proved it to everyone with a win-
ning team scorc of 164 points.
Farmington Hills Mercy toak see-
ond with 115,

Mercy coach Gary Servais snid
the Falcons were cleariy the

favorites going into the meet, and
they lived up to their ndyance
billing,

“They get points everywhere,”
Servais said. “We had a couple of
our freshmen run their personal
best times, so that gives us some-
thing to look forward to.

“Whitney Johnson had a hecku-

winning time of 45.4. The meet
record remains 46.3 by Paulette
Bryant of Southgate Aquinas in
1984.

Marshall cdged Johnson for the
win in the 200 and was also the
only runner in the field to break
one minute in the 400, winning
with a time of 59.34.

4

va day for us, and Al iria
Marshall came back from an
injury and won the 200 and 400.”
Johnson broke her own school
record and nenrly set n meet
record in the 300 hurdles with a

ywood's day was highlj
by n great performance by senlar
Alexin Nael, who won the high
jump (5-6) and long jump (18-0},
the latter jump being the best in
Obscrverland this season.
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