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Labor relations, next chancellor big issues in OCC race /
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BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE

Labor relations, efficient use of
tax dollars nnd who the next
chancellor will be after the cur-
rent one retires have all emerged
as leading issucs in the race for
Oakland Community College
Board of Trustees.

Two seats are up for election
this year, in the annual school
clections Monday, June 10, Six
candidates including the two
incumbents, have filed to run.
Both scats are for six year terms
which begin July 1, 2002 and
expire in 2008.

The candidates include incum-
bents Sandra Ritter and Jeanne
Towar., Challengers include
Royal Qak accountant Philip
Abraham, retired OCC employee
and former unien president Rose
Couture, Walled Lake Central
graduating scnior Michael
McGuinness and Royal Oak resi-
dent Sandra Tyndell.

MeGuinness, who has enrolled
in classes at Oakland University
for the fall and plans to major in
Political Science, raised the issue

of marketing stratogy. He said ~

that while college rocruiters
were present at his high school
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PEACE OF MIND

Reﬁen( Street Assisted Living provides older adults
and their families peace of mind. No one has to
worry about mom or dad's health needs being
tended to. No one has to worry if medications are
being properly taken. Regent Street has Licensed
Nurses, on site, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. A
full compliment of Resident Assi are also
always ready to help our residents. No one has to
worry about mom or dad eating properly. Regent
Street provides three nutritious meals daily plus
snacks. No one has to worry that mom or dad's
home is not as tidy as it should be. Regent Street's
housckeeping staff cleans daily. No one has to
worry about mom and dad being alone with
nothing meaningful to do. Regent Street has a
variety of activitics 7 days a week. Importantly, no
one has to worry if their personal care giver cannot
come. Regent Street is always staffed.
Want peace of mind?

Call Now:

e 248-683-1010
Regent Street Assisted Living
4460 Orchard Lake Road,
West Bloomfield
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at various times througt the
year, looking to attrhet students
to their institutions, he doesn't
recall secing recruiters at his
school from OCC.

McGuinness haa been intereat-
ed in politics for years, serving in
student government and writing
for his high school newspaper.
Even though he'll be a student at
unother institution, he said he
belioves he will be able to bring a
student’s perspective to the

oard.

Abraham believes the college
must come up with an “overall
marketing strategy.” As a certi-
fied public accountant with
offices in Royal Oak, he said tak-
ing a close look at the budget is
tops on his list, Once on the
board, he said he believed he
woauld be able to examine college
accounts closely and find arens
of fat to be trimmed.

He did specifically name one

P!
tem, Abraham said the bourd
and administration should be
going through the original con-
tract to make sure the vendor
had deliverod the system as
promised, and at the price prom-
ised.

Incumbents responded that a
%ecent audit showed the project
is proceeding on par with other
data processing projecta of this
magnitude. While there have
been some additional costs, they
were the result of unanticipated
software needs.

Abraham said he was motivat-
ed to run for the OCC board
because of his support for higher
cducation and wanting to take
his public service “to the next
level.”

Couture blames the board for
failing to settle an outstanding
contract with administrative

1 . She believes the con-

area of the budget to be
reviewed. He said the college’s
Datatel computer system,
i ded to lid the colv

tract has been unsettied because
sitting board members don't
want that bargaining group to bo
d by the union which

lege's ndministrative computer
files, was over dye and over
budget. Contracted for $4 mil-
lion, he snid the project is now
costing over $6 million.

Rather than hiring more con-

employces have solected, the
Teamsters. Incumbents denied
the charge,

Couture worked at OCC for 32
years, mainly in the business
office at the Royal Onk campus.

And sho served for a time as the
president of the union represent-
ing clerical workers. Although
she retired, she decided to run
for office saying she still has
moro to contribute. She said she
was asked to run by her former
coworkers.

Ritter initially got invelved in
OCC after secing how the school
programs helped her husband,
Dennis Ritter, by preparing him
for a good career, Ritter counts
ns her top lial that

because that person will set the
tone for the school in the future,
She said she hed no atrong feel-
ings about whether that perdon
should come from inside or out-
side the achool, but she said the
search should include all “stake-
liolders” in the college, from the
bonrd and administration to stu-
dents and employees.

Towar has been involved in
the college more than 18 years
through work with the OCC

dation, which raiscs money

the college has kept pace with
the growth of the county, and
provided students with quality
educational programs while keep
tuition very affordnble.

An cducator with Waterford
achools, serving firat as a teacher
then as an administrator, Ritter
retired recently. Finding that
she missed the job, Ritter took a
position at the start of the cur-
rent school year as the principa!
of a charter school in Burton,
near Flint,

Towar says the board's highest
priority in the coming term will
be the hiring of a new chancellor,
since Richard Thompson has
already announced his retire-
ment later this year.

Towar snid the selection of the
next chancellor will be importnnt

for primarily for scholarahigs.
Towar said sho was motivated to
run for the board because it pro-
vides educationnl opportunities
to many students who wouldn't
be able to attend a four-year col-
lege.

Tyndell did not participate in
the Observer & Eccentric inter-
view process, She declined
because she believes Towar has
a conflict of interest, serving as
bath a member of the OCC board
and being employed as Vice
President of Editorial of the
HomeTown Communications
Network.

Towar responded that she does
not have any control over the
day-to-day content of the nows-
paper, nor does she control its
editorial or endorsement process.

At 7:30 he was racing.to the office.
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28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmingtoa Hills, M1 48336-5933, 248.471.8000

At 7:45 he was being rushed into surgery.

The Botsford Emergency Department has an open door to the community, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, We are prepared to deal
with a medical emergency whenever one arises. While we focus immediate attention on the medical issue of the moment, we
maintain sensitivity to the anxieties of family and friends. Whether it's a heart attack, broken bone or any other emergency, our
specialized treatment considers the individual needs of each patient. Our board-certified emergency department physicians have
access to a full range of specialists. Our Emergency Services are a blending of prompt care and personal care that has come to
be recognized as Botsford Care, We hope you will never need us. But if you do, we are here.

It's not just what we do. It's how we do it. BOtS fo rd




