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;policies because a worker has '
“to filo a complaint with the

state and in turn risks losing
his or her job.

{ Hellmer snid contractors who
ipay prevailing wages as deter-
‘mined by the state should
;mnke bids based on those fig-
wures,

I “We're not bidding apples to
.upplcu here,” he snid of compa-
‘nics that underbid and make
'up for it by not paying tho
'proper wages.

i Court Administrator David
\Walsh snid the bids for the
‘construction were based on

| An officlal with the construction manager for
the job, Monal Inc. based in Farmington, sald he
was not aware the workers are not being paid

what they should.

provailing wages for all the
skilled trades, including elec-
trical, mechanical and finish-
ing work.

An official with the canstruc-
tion mannger far the job, Monal
Inc. based in Farmington, said
he was not aware the workera
are not being paid what they
should.

iMentors rom page A1

“The contractors working on
the job have signed a contract
that requires them to pay pre-
vailing wages per the Michi-
gan Department of Labor,”
said John Allen, vice president
with Monal. “If & worker doca-
n't fecl he ia being paid fairly,
he can file a complaint with
tho state.”

lnkm;, that first step isn't easy,
but it's absolutely worth the
_on'o

I Like the other mentors and
'mentees, Sasha Fowler and I
‘met during the first part of the
‘school year. We learned we had
& few things in common, nnd we
both looked forwnrd to getting to
know each other.

Things didn’t go exactly as
planncd, As Observer & Eccen-
tric newspapers experienced lay-
offs and restructuring, my time
was taken up with meetings and
an increasing work load. So
while other mentors were visit-
ing the school and spending reg-
ular time with their mentees,
Sasha and I had & little trouble
connecting.

- She could have given up on
ll:l; But Sasha’d not that kind of

it

. Every time I went by to pick
her up, she had a smile on her
face. She talked to me like a real
‘person, introduced me to her
friends and tenchers when I vis-
ited the achool. She told me
about her family, her classes, the
sports she enjoyed and how she
plans to spend her summer.

‘We managed only a handful of
visits, but the time we sant
together helped me r

1t's relationships.”

My last few hours with Sasha
were on Thursday, when photog-
rapher Bill Brester and [ took
her on a tour of our Livonia
offices. We watched the press
run as Bill explained more nbout
tho history of our company and
its operations than I knew. Wo
watked through the newsroom,
where 1 showed Snsha how sto-
rics she watched me write end
up in print.

If nothing else, she knows
more nbout the newspaper busi-
ncas now than most kids her
age, and probably moat adults,

As Farmington Schools moves
more and more into the philoso-
phy of preparing students for the
renl world workplace, that's an
important aspect of the program.

Sasha’s not sure she wants to
be a journnliat, so I figure I've
done my part. Go far the bucks, 1
told her. (Adding, of course, that
1 do really love my job.)

Buit she has gotten a look at a
number of other carcers - pho-
tography, ad sales and market-
ing, telephone sales and print-
ing. As part of the program,
she’s kept a journal about the
things she's learned.

And I think aho learned more
than she

something nnother mentor also
learned.

Cynthin Underwood was new
to the aren and in n new job
when she was teamed with
Courtney Browne.

“Courtney helped remind me
what's important in life,” Under-
wood said, “It's not the next
mecting, it'’s not the next sale.

“In a way, it does kind of help
you,” she said. “It tells you what
kinds of jobs arc out there. It
gives you a chance o fool around
to sec what it's like and at lenst
try it oul for a few weeks. It's
just really fun learning new
things, and getting out of the
habit of being in school with
books.”

Teacher Lisa Dranc said this
year's students aeemed a littlo
shy at first. Some mentors
talked at the breakfast about the
initial difficulty in relating to
the students.

But by the end of the year,
those relationships warmed and
became friendshipa, I know that
was true for me, And it certainly
seemed true for every child and
adult at the Tuesday morning
brenkfust.

You could hear it as, onc by
one, the kids got up and said
thanks te the adulta who had
taken the time to enrich their
worlds. Some tatked about bond-
ing even outside the workplnce,
becoming part of one another's
lives.

Arsenio Burns worked with Ed
Gates of Comerica Bank, who
taught him nbout banking and
even showed off the inside of n
vault.

*Thank you, Mr. Eddic Gates.
I'll never forget this,” Burns
said.

Looking around the room at
tables full of warm smiles, I hod
the feeling nane of us would.

W Joni Hubred is editor of the
Farmington Observer. She wel-
comes your comments at 33411
Grand River, Farmington, M1
18335; by FAX (248) 477.9722;
and via c-mail,
Jhubred@ce.homecomm.net. To
take part in the unforgettable
cxperience of mentoring a child,
contact Mary Beth SiKora at
Eaut Middle School, (248) 489-
3601,

LAST 5 DAYS
- REMODELING -
SELLING OUT PRESENT STOCK

upstaiNrs
downstairs
AT HOME

Open 10 ‘til 5:30,
‘til 8:00 on Monday
and Thursday, Sunday
from 1:00 to 5:00

" Fine Quality Furniture, Rugs, Gifts & Accessories .

LOCATED IN BIRMINGHAM AT
275 East Maple Road * 248-647-9711

Great $4 Million

Furniture Dis
Remodeling

. Use Cash, Check, Visa,

osal
ale

Mastercard or Financing Available. .
We Must Make Room

For The Contractors To Work
SELLING OUuT PRESENT MERCHANDISE

$1899

“| Sand eotor Nu-Buck ieather chair
and ottoman features wax-hard tie
springs and soft cunhiona

NuU-BuUcK CHAIR & OTTOMAN |

PARIS BED
51299

Hund carved agnthin tood queen
bed,

PINE DROP LEAF
DINING TABLE
5799

Features drop enda and tiwo

leaves. Excellent versotility.

LEATIER PANEL BED

*1349

Beautiful lialan bed.
Quaen and King available.

Fr1p TABLE KITCIIEN
TABLE

*599

White table thut doublea in size.

) Beech u-llmH drawer and outlets

Louis XVI COMPUTER
ARMOIRE

#1099

SPE CIAL ORDERS INCL UDED

STAF? 1010 ¥ BILL BREALZX

Picketing: .
Mihke Wood.:
carriesa
sign for the,
Interna- 3
tional
Brother-
hood of

Workers
during
picketing.
The pickets:
object to
non-union -
employees :
working on:
constric.
tion of the :

house.

Electrical *

new court-

Observer Classifieds sell! Call 800-579:SELL today!:

| czgom

Spring “Silk” Floral
Includes: Decorntor.
Collectlon florat and
contalners and Spring
stems, bushes, owags,
gariandp and picks,

F  Artist Tube Palnts
, * Gpen Stock

! A&ist Paint Brushes
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A cunilom frame

Portrait Frames
Hatted to otandard
stud.o oizes.

* 204t
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§ Designer Photo Fromes
¥ * Burnies of Bnmn'

® Blue Sky® ¢ Vadlas‘
i ® Ultima® e Christophe®

Hega Roll
* 100-ft.

Mega Rol
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l"nll TOLL FREEK
1-800-MICHAELS
{1-800-642-4235)
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