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BY MARY QUINLEY
IPECIAL WRITER

! Neor the bustling crossronds of
20 de Noviembre and Mina
streets in Oaxaca, Mexico, wals
of a warm tantalizing aroma
teased unsuspecting pusseraby.
. A Bniff of tho air easily
ruvnnled the culprit ~ it was
chocolate. So when Jack and
onn Olds of Livonia followed
the intoxicating acent, they
tnded up in the Chocolate May-
prdamo shop.
« Once inside, customers are
{nvited to sample a morsel, sip a
ool chocolate drink or waich ns
toasted cacao is blended with
splashes of sugar, cinnamon,
vanilla and/or almonds.
. The taste of the chacolate, said
Joan, is "so different from ours
nnd very interesting.

In the southern“Mexican city

of Oaxaca (sny: wah-HA-kn),
chocolate accounted for a sliver
of the plensantries enjoyed by
the Olds, who were visiting with
other members of Elderhoatel,
+ Some other Oaxacun fnvorites
included food and libations. "We
love tortillag and enchiladas,
hnd, we like to cat spicy foods,"
Joan said. Onxaca obliged, Many
of their meals, said Jack,
involved chicken prepared in o
iultitude of tasty ways, and
ficcompanicd by crisp and tangy
sauces.

“The mole (say MO-lay) sauces,
spicy concoctions mixed with
unsweetened chocolate and a
vnnely of chilies and spices, are
particularly appenling when
served with chicken and poultry
dishes. Fruits are vibrant and
succulent. Mango, kiwi, straw-
berries, papaya and pineapple
appeor on breakfast buffets, as
appetizera and with desseris.
Lush thick, fruit-filled drinks,
with.or without alcchol, satisfy
thirsty palates.

. Do the Olds recommend the
Mexican beer?

© st -

- They preferred the dark vari-
etlcs, but were pleased with
many of the lighter colored
hrnnds

If you go

Oaxaca, tucked above a high
valley in the shadows of the
Slerra Madre del Sur, is the
capltal of the state with the
same name. The average annu-
8l temperature hovers between
71 and 72°F.

For Informatlon on Ooxaca
¢clty and nelghboring attrac-
tlons check the Web at:

www.oaxaca.gob.mx/sedutur
or emall: info@oaxaca.gob.
mx/sedetur,

Sur, is the capital of the state
with the same name. The aver-
age annual temperature hovers
between 71 and 72°F.

For Information on Oaxaca
clty and neolghborlng attrac-
tions check the Web at:

www.oaxaca.gob.mx/sedutur
or emall: Info@oaxacs.gob.
mx/sedetur.

mately 26 miles southeast of
Oaxaca, adventure seckera will
discover a harmonious blend of
modern influences, an intriguing
outdoor market and ancient
ruins.

“Mitla is a special place where
we will find a 1,000-year-old
palace — and — signs for Coke
and Pepsi," snid Soul Lopez, a
tour guide who wae speaking
enrlier this year to a group of
American travelers.

the archacological site in

and, someone clae {8 appointed
as a replacement. The tours,
which basically consist of an
casy walk around the perimeter
of the tree, are available in
Spanish, Italian, German and
English.

With a little imagination on
the part of the audience, coupled
with bricf descriptive phrases by
a guide, "silhoucttes” of a turkey,
a fish's mouth, an clephant and
other figures are visible on the

Mitla, visitors are (ree to mean-
der around the grounds, admire
the limestone columns, climb a
set of geomotricolly precise steps
and explore an underground
tomb, The massive layout is
mind-boggling. Stone was trans-
ported from a distance 80 miles
from the structure. Construction
spanned 800 years.

”\Vc arc looking at original
i that are about 1,000

“The whole fecling of Onxaca is
nice," enid Jonn, who liked the
ease of checking out the city on
foot. The .pair meandered
through art museums (Jack is an.
artist), studied Spunish and par-
ticipated in sightsecing excur-
sions. From their hotel, the cou-
ple would venture out for a
Jeisurely short stroll to the zoca-
lo, or town square, to eat at side-
walk cafe, listen to the street
musicians, shop, and people
watch,

The zocalo represents the
heart of activity in many Mexi-
can cities. In Onxnea's square,
shade trees stretch heavenward,
a gazebo lures couples and kids.
Street vendors peddle handmade
wares, balloons and food. Satur-
day shopping at the zoealo is a
highlight for novice travelers ns
well as local families. When the
Oldy visited Mexico, a 20-piece
orchestra set up their instru-
ments in a corner of the square
to entertain the afternoon crowd.
Pedestrian trafTic only is allowed
on the main street that encircles
the square.

In the emall village of Mitla

{sny: MEE-tlah), a trek approxi- .

years old," explnined Lopez, as
he pointed above an archway to
patches of faded hand-painted
designs, Within years, or maybe
months, he said, some of the
color witl be lost because the
walls ore not protected,

Control of the complex
h d hands throughout the

h tree. The town, situat-
cd a few miles cast of the out-
gkirts of Onxacn, also supplics
limited shopping opportunities,

decades., During one stage, said
Lopez, the political classes from
neighboring villages journeyed to
Mitla to worship the gods. The
Zapotees, Mystics, Aztecs and
Spaniards influenced what was
once a thriving community.

Santa Maria el Tule

Kids who live in Sdnta Maria
¢l Tule, home to n cypress tree
estimated te be more than 2,000
years old, are offered a unique
incentive to excel in school, They
can apply for the position of vol-
unteer tourist guide,

"The children, ages seven to
ten years, are chosen by the
teachers,” snid Lopez, as he led a
group to the nently manicured
grounds of the widest tree in the
world. The coveted title is very
competitive. If a child's grades
decline, the youngster is no
longer eligible to participate,

Observer Classifieds sell! Call (800) 579-SELL
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leoma couple says ‘si, si’ to Oaxaca, Mexico

More activities

Rent a ear or sign up for a bus
tour to explore the neighboring
villages. Weavers, woodcarvers
and potters (the Donu Rosa
black pottery produced in San
Bartolo Coyotepec is world
renowned), supply an endicss
selection beautiful hand-pro-
duced crafts,

Language is no barrier with
shoppers. However, if your Span-
ish ia limited carry n dictionary
and remember to be patient.
Mexican crofters are usually
knowledgeable about converting
pesos to American dollars and

b/

((),j‘( (/7 ¢ trom ihe crowds. Bicyclo olong shoroting 1oads thiough
woodlands‘and nature prosarves. Stiolt clean, sandy beaches, Discover over 30
speclos of birds, unusual plant life, wilkfiowors, and naturat habitats. Visit quaint
Inns ond 888's. Camp under the stars. Tour our Infernationatly fomous wino reglon
and historic landmatks, Dive for shipwrocks dating back 1o 1800. Escape to the

pecceo and tranquility of Paloe tland. Wo'ro not too far trom whore you oto.

Dally lake crossings from Leaminglon
and Kingsville, Ontario and Sandusky, Ohlo.

1.800.661.2220
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vice versa. Prices are reasonnble
and many of the independent
artisans are willing to barter.

Mary Quinley is a Livonia resi-
dent and writes about food and
travel for the Qbscruer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers. You can reach
her at MQinfo@aol.com.

To share your travel story,
send photos and information to
Sharon Dargay, special editor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 36261 Schooleraft, Livonia,
M! 48150, or e-mail (send as a
text file, or copy and paste into c-,
mail - sdargay@oc.homecomm,
net)
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Drawing 9:00 P.M. FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 2002

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TOWIN

Grand Prize: 2003 Hummer H.

Donated by Suburban Hummer
Here's your chance to own onie of the first 2002 Hummer H2s to roll off the preduction line! It's a
totally new additlon to the Hummer family.

Only 2,500 tickets will be sold. Here's a great chance to win and
support lhe D roit Zoo
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Second Prize: safari to Kenya (for 2) with the Detroit Zoo

Donated by Park East Tours

Third Prize: 18 karat gold Henry Dunay polar bear pin
Donated by lulcs R. Schubot Jewelers

' Fourth Prize: Family name saluted on zoo exhibit for one year

Donated by the Detroit Zoo

Phone: 248-841-5717
Fax: 248-541-2489

TICKETS $100 EACH
TICKETS WILL BE MAILED UPON RECEIPT OF PAYMENT
D Check enciosed: payable to
NAME: Drtron Zoological Society
ADDRESS D Pleasa charge ko mry Visa
cIY. STATE. Masteccard, AMEX or Discover
TELEPHONE. Ao,
E-MAIL ADDRE! Ex0n
Mall to: Detrolt Zoological Soclety
P.0, Box 8257, Roys) Oak M1 46068-8237
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Proceeds benefit Arctic Ring of Life :
2003 Hummer H2 donated by Jenniter and Davlg Flscher
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