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“Rocks battle back, Marling ;o puc:
lose on late goal

BY C.J. RISAK
STAFY WATTER
-cjrinak@oo.homecomm.nct

It may indeed bo the most-
used sports cliche of our time —
“a game of inches” — but it alse
qualifica as the best way to
describe Thursday's Division 1
district soceer semifinol between
Plymouth Salem and Northville.

After overcoming a twe-goal
deficit in the first half, the Rocks
missed taking the lead in the
second half by the nnrrowest of
margins: the width of the crosa-
bar above the Mustang's goal.

Four minutes later, Mnggxe
‘Ossoln slipped between a pair of
Salem defenders, dribbled
around Salem keeper Heather
Jones ond deposited the ball into
the net to score what would
prove to be the game-winning
gonl in a 3-2 Northville win at
Northville,

The Muatangs, who improved
to 17-1-1, moved into the district
final opposite the Ann Arbor
Huron-Novi winner, Salem bows
out at 7-f

“I was happy with our whole
game,” said Salem conch Joe
Nora. *A month ago, we wouldn't
have been able to come back
from two goals down.

“We made a couple of mia-
takes, we misacd a couple of
chances, but that's going to hap-
pen to any team in o game. We
stuck to our game plan.”

And it nearly pulled the Rocka
through.

A match that could have
turned what had been an injury-
plagued season around for Salem
got off to n miserable start, First
came the thunderstorms that
swept through the area. Then,
once the match got underway,
lightning struck disguised as the
Mustangs’ Larisa Fill, who two
nights earlier had ended Ply-
mouth Canton’s season by scor-
ing the gnme-winning goal with
2:41 left in the match.

Against Snlem, Fill put two in
the net beyond Jones before the
match was 12 minutes old, Giv-
ing a team like Northville —
ranked sccond in the state — a
two-gonl lead is suicidal.

Ossola nsaisted on Fill's first
score, Giving up an early goal is
bad enough; giving up another
on a mistake — Fill's aecond
came off a shot that slipped
through Jones' hands, with
Nicole Cauzillo assisting — can
ruin n team.

But the Rocks did not collapse.
“In what Nora called “our most
complete game all year,” they
battled back to knot it at 2-all by
halftime.

“They're mnking me turn
gray,” said Mustangs’ conch Ron
Meteyer, only half in jest. “But
you know, you get two quick
goals like that and the kids tend
-to play back a bit. And (Salem)
pushed a player up — why

to ploy and perform. Every sin-
gle one of them really gave it
their all.

“It was gmnt scmng lhu tenm
come after a
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wouldn't they, being down two
goals? — and our players had
trouble adjusting to it.”

Getting superior play in the
midfield, the Rocks sliced the
deficit in half when Nikki Ander-
aon fielded a pass from Marissa
Sarkesian and sent a looping
shot: from 20 yards out over
Northville keeper Katie Kneisel,
making it 2-1 with 22:06 atill left
in the half,

Loss than 10 minutes later,
Salem got the equalizer, and
again it was Sarkesian in the
midfield that put the scoring
ploy in motion. Taking posscs-
sion near the center of the field,
the sophomore carried the ball
toward the left wing, then
slipped a pnss through to Jordan
Falcusan. Falcusan's shot was
similar to Anderson’s; it looped
over Kneisel and dropped into
the net, moking it 2-2 with 12:29
Ieft in the half.

The Rocks continued to apply
pressure, pushing their defend-
ers forward whenever possible.
With 7:45 left before halftime,
Meteyer pulled Kncisel — a
sophomore — and put Stacey
Taylor, a junior, into goal.

“Tonight just wasn't her
night,” snid Meteyer of Kneisel.
“The high balls were giving her
trouble and she wasn't getting to
her line.”

Still, the Northville coach
thought it wns more determina-
tion than tactics that got Salem
back into the game. “You have to
give them credit,” he said. “It
was the caliber of players they
had out there.

*We had to tighten up on
defense.”

Which — as it had been
ngainst Canton two days earlier
— was the main topic of conver-
sation at halftime. “We tried to
emphasize to them that they
were playing too flat, they
weren't getting a jump on the
ball,” Meteyer said of their hali-
time chat.

Just like against the Chicfs,
the Mustangs responded with a
much improved defensive cffort
over the last 40 minutes. Still,
Salem got some chances, the
best coming with 31:30 left in
the mateh, A Falcusan shot from
the left wing, 22 ynrds out, got
over the outstretched arm of
Taylor, only to bang off the
crossbar.

With less than 28 minutes left,
the Salem defense got caught
pushing forward as Ossola field-
ed a pass from Kelly Anderson
and split between the Rocks’
defenders. Jones tried to con-
front her, but Ossola evaded her
and slipped the ball into the goal
with 27:12 left.

Attention Friends & Family of

High School Qg:l College Graduates

Salute

tough season. We hadn't been
winning o lot of games. Our
heads were down a bit.

“I was very proud of them.
They played well ngoinst a good
team. Churchill is a very good
soccer team. I think they wanted
te win it for the scmurﬂ who left.
They were fired up.

Mercy (6-12-1) plnyed with the
lead for much of the game ofter
freshman Christine Herzog
acored in the first 10 minutes
with an assist from Trudeau,

Trudeau won the ball in the
middle, got past a couple defend-
ers and crossed to Herzog for a
one-time shot from 20 yards.

“That was definitely a confi-
dence-builder for the girls,”
Macioce said, “Once they scored,
they knew they could do it, It
made a big difference in how
they played.

“They went into the game real-
ly wanting it. You could tell
when they were warming up.
They kept a positive nttitude the
whole time,”

Following a Merey shat,
Churechilt (6-8-6) went the other
wny to get the tying goal from
Meaghan Trainor, who fired a
hard shot to the far upper cor-

ner.
But the Marlins answered on
their next possession, moving the

ball up field to Trudeau, who hnd
time to control the ball in the
middle and get set for a shot
from 10 yards in front.

It wos a short time later the
Chargers ticd it again with a
high, arcing shot from near the
left sideline by Kyle LaPorte.

Following a 26-minute delny
due to the lightning, the teams
returned to play 26 minutes of
overtime before settling the
issue. The gnme started at 3:30
p-m. and took nearly three hours
to complete.

“It was a really good soccer
gnme; both tenms played well,”
Macioce said. “Churchill had
some fast players on the outside
and piayers who could shoot.

“That's what wna great, We
kept answering back. It was
something I knew waos in them.
We struggled a bit this scason. If
we got scored on, it was hard to
come back. Even though they
scored, we kept coming at them,
which waa renlly good.*

Freshman Cathy Smith was
the Mercy gonlkeeper and kept
the Marlins in the game, accord-
ing to Macioce.

“She had an amazing game,”
Macioce snid. “She stopped n Jot
of chances and cleared a bunch of
corner kicks. For a freshman
pulled up from JV, ghe really
stepped up.”

Mercy was scheduled to play
Livenia Stevenson for the dis-
trict championship Saturday.

soccer from page C1
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Gaining control: Livonia Churchill’s Meghan Parnell
works the ball past Mercy's Bridgette Hunt in Thurs-
day’s Division I district semifinal match. Mercy won in

double overtime, 3-2.

“We're used to playing teams
straight up. Harrison was set up
to play mostly defense. (The
Hawks) did n good job; it was n
smart play. It just took some
adjustment for us,”

Russell added the Hawka hod
their best player, Alex Ciceri,
back at the sweeper position,
and Harrison gonikeeper Jakki
Waldecker made a lot of key
saves and had a great game.

The Raiders dominated in the
aren of shot attempts, however,
and scored their second goat 10
minutes into the second half.

Meghan Callahan took the ball
up the right wing, and sent a
pass behind the defense to
Nicele Adena, who mancuvered
free of a defender, made a move
to her left and put the balt in the
corner of the net,

“It was & beautiful gonl, but
the pass was just sensational,”
Russell said,

“Nicole was runaing right on
to it. It was a beautifully set-up
goal.”

With four minutes left, Lau-
ren McKinney sent a lateral pass
into the center, Lauren Hogan
took it, spun to her left and sent
a shot over Waldecker's head

inte the upper corner.

“We were very solid,” Russell
said. “We wanted to make sure
we used this game as a tune-up
for Saturday. Once we got nhead
we wanted te keep playing
tough.

“(Harrison) continued to trap
in the second half. It's o tough
defense to run if you have to be
sprinting the whole game, and
we were able to wear them down
a little bit that way."

A lot of people played well for
the Raiders, Russell said, ndding
Meliasns Navas had a strong
game at stopper.

“Early in the season she was-
n't playing as much,” he said.
“We had a talk after that. She
has totally picked up her play.
She's very solid in the center of
the ficld right now,

“Callahan had a great game
again. She controls the midfield
for us, plays smart defense and
offense, She can play all over the
field very casily.

“Sara Jakab had a solid game
at forward. If she’s not the,
fastest player on the team, she's
one of the fastest. Today her
crosses were right on the money.
She created a lot of opportuni-
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“Christine Taylor generally
plays defense, but she also can
play anywhere on the field. She
played forward todey and, aleng
with Nicole, put a lot of pressure
on a team that was set for
defense.”

Russell added he felt good
about the overall effort, because
the girls played as a team the
whole game.

“We didn't score like we could
have, but it didn’t seem to mat-
ter because it was a good game
for us going into Saturday as far
as unity.”

Despite the outcome, Harrison
coach Stacey Lange-Punzal
thought the Hawks played o
good game, too.

“We had been in a slump late-
ly, and I think we finished the
senson on a strong note,” she
said. “The progress we made
showed in the last game.

“The girls came together and
worked hard. It shows we have a
bright future for the Harrison
girls soccer program.”

She added Waldecker did a
fantastic job, mnking 21 saves,
and Ciceri and Stacey Potrykus
were defensive standouts.

“North Farmington had pres-
sure on most of the game,”
Lange-Punzal said.

*They carried the play to us,
but we did hold them off. The
gonls they scored were hard-
fought and quality. There were
no gimme goals there.”
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