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Sorrows In CYO final ',

Farmington Our Lody nfSnr%nwa
neventh- and cighth-grado blueitenm
will play for the Catholic Youth Orga-
nization baseball championship, today
after a 68, come-from-behing win

over St, Linus of Dearborn nghm in

tho Westside semifinal,

Pldylng in Canton Wednesd 5 Lhu

Saints trailed St. Linus, 3-0, m the ~

bottom of the third inning wheéi the
comdback started on a single by
Jonathan Castine, scoring Steve Kish

-and Andy Harris. .
In the ﬁnh Jeff Petry smgled‘ stole

second and scored the tying run'on.a
singls by Matt Rejc. Rejc thon stolo
seconid and Craig Bergeron delfvered
the game-winning RBI with a plnch-
hit single,

In the sixth, Castine tripled home
Tim Nngrockl and Harris with two
insurance runs for winning pitcher
Kish, who gave up two hits and two
wnlks while striking out 12 in seven
innings. 3

The Saints reached the semifinal,
winning the Downriver District June
1 by beating St. Francis Cabrini of
Allen Park in cight innings, 3-2, and
St. Thomas Aqumnu of Detroit, 8-3.

Kish got the win over Cnbrlnl.

Potry won the district final on a six-
h‘iner, striking out 11 nnd walking
six.

The Saints entered the 16-team,
post-scason tournament by winning
the West Suburban Division title with
n 9-1 record.

The other Sorrows players con-
tributing to that record are Scott
Malinowski, Thomas Whiting, Jon
Conover, Nick Martz, Zack Crawford
and Nick Carroll,

The Saints will play for the CYO
title 6 today at Maasey Field in Ply-
mouth (Plymauth and Haggerty
roads) ngainst Eastside champion
Grosse Pointe Farms St. Paul,

Ault contributes for CMU

Central Michigan University junior
Ari Ault of Farmington Hills (Harri-
son) helped the Chippewas win the
Mid-American Conference softhall
championship this year.

Ault ployed in 38 games with 26
starts, primarily at third base. She
batted 239 going 16-for-67 with two
doubles, eight RBI and 10 runs
seared. .

CMU was 39-16 averall with a 23-1
record in the MAC. The Chippewas
won the MAC regular-scason and
tournament titles, setting a confer-
ence record with a .958 winning per-
centage.

The Chippewas closed the season in
the NCAA regional tournament in
Ann Arbor, CMU was 1.2, losing to n
pair of nationnlly-ranked teams - No,
20 Ohioe State, 7-0, and No. Washing-
ton, 4-1, The Chippewns defented
Orkland University, 2-1.

Hawks name new coach

Clayton Burch has been named
boys varsity basketbnll conch nt Har-
rison High School. He replaces Dave
Turnquist, who coached the Iawks
the lost three seasons and was the JV
conch for 10,

Burch will be a special education
teacher at Harrison, too. The Univer-
sity of Toledo graduate plnyed basket-
ball for the Rocketa, starting 69 con-
secutive gamea at point guard (1996-
99). He was an assistant conch at
Taledo for two years (1999-01).

Summer hockey tryouts
The Farmington Flyers varaity
hockey tam will linve summer tryouts
6-7:30 p.m. Friday, June 14, and 3-
4:30 p.m. Saturday, Junc 15, at Sub-
urban Trmnm;: Center.
The fee is $10 per skate. The try.
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Farmington girls earn area honors

Churchill’s

Graham

named Coach of Year

By Bl’lAD EMONS "
STA¥I .
Itwasa brcnktlu-nugh nenson l‘ar the
Livonia Churchill girls track and field
team and conch Kelly Graham, :
The Chargers captured their first
rc[;mnnl title in over 20 years, the Divi-
sion I title May 16 at Dearborn ngh!.s

and went undefeated with a 6-0 dual ' -

meet record in the Western Division of
tho Western Lakes Acu\mms Ammcxﬁ-
tion,

Churchill also wnn the Arm Arbor-

Huron River Rat Relays, the Livania
City meet title and took third place in
the WLAA meoct, .

Two Churchill competitors, Michelle
Phillips and Nia Henderson, scored
points in the Division I state meet.

For her offorts, Graham has been
nelectcd Observerland Coach of the

Year. She is nssisted by throws conch
Joe George and distance conch Susan
'l‘uugmn

She is a former three-sport standout
and All-Ameriea prep hurdler at West-
land John Glenn High School who later
competed for Indiana Univeraity where
she was 2 Big Ten champion.

Graham also conches physical educa-
tion and is the varsity girls volleyball
conch at Livonia Stevenson.

Farmington schools are well repre-
scnted on the all-arcea team with seven
first-team members,

Mercy High School has three girls on
the team — juniors Anne Roasevelt,
Alexandrin Marshall and Whitney
Johnson. They are joined by Harrison
senior Christine Metry, North Farm-
ington junior Susan Barrows, Harrison
sophomeore Krystal Wise and Farming-
ton freshman Bettic Wade.

Eight girls arc repeat all-area selec-
tions: Roosevelt, Alexis Noel, Karen

E _TRACK & FIELD

Abramezyk, Johnson, Wise, Marshall,
Michello Phillips and Bnrrown lnlm-
diicing the 2002 All-Observer team.

. . FIRST TEAM

Nla Honderson, shot put, Churchill: One of
L) few recorg -sdtters for the Chargets this sea-
‘son, sophomore, Nla Henderson has not only
a bright future, but has been pretty dam good
in'the present as well.

Henderson wrapped up o terrific scoson
with a seventh-place finish In the Divislon 1
state track meet with a shot put of 39 feot, 1
inch, breaking a 23.yoar-old school record.
She led the team with 143 polnts scored and
was the city champlon and regional runm:rup

°F am very proud of Nia this season,” sald
Churchill coach' Keily Graham, "She worked
very hard this season and her pedformances
paid off from all that hard work.*

Anne Roosavalt, discus, Mercy: Roosevelt
Is the Cathotic Leogue, Oakland County and
reglonal champion In the discus. She had the
area's seasonbest throw at 128-7, which Is
flve Inches shy of Judy Tekord's school
record, She also was second in Observertand
In the shot put (35-7) and fifth at the regional.

*She had an outstanding year and, hopeful-
ly, she'll still have the fire it to do something
at state next year,” coach Gary Servals said,
“Until the state meet, she had an incredible
season. She's a junlor and, hopefully, will get
o chance to get back there and (place).

*To repeat as regional chompion with the
some throw (as last year) in those {cold and
wet) conditions was ong of the most remark:
able performances I've éver seen.”

Karon Abrameczyk, high Jump, Lutheran
Wostland: After en outstanding Junlos cam-
palgn, Lutheran Weslland senior Karen

Pleaso see ALL-AREA, C3
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All-Observer runner: Nortl Farmington junior Susan Barrows
earned a place on the all-area team for the second ycar in a row.

MHSAA’s Plan B more like comedy show

acked into o cor-
ner by a U.S, Dia-
trict Court judge

in Knlamazoo, the
Michigan High School
Athletic Association
recently submitted a
plan that would change
the scheduling for its
tournaments in three
sports,
The MHSAA also
has submitted a plan
to start four new post-senson girls tour-
naments before adding any more for
boys,

Gender equity and the nllgnmem, of
current sports gcnsons — namely girls
volleyball and basketball — have put
the MHSAA in o pickle.

But it just doesn’t boil down to
switching sensons for girls and boys
golf, tennis and swimming.

It comes down to the old cigarette
commercinl: “Wouldn't you rather fight
than switch.”

The MHSAA's plan to udd four more
post-scnson tourncys for girla is curi-
ous, even lnughable,

BRAD
EMONS

Somebody up in the MHSAA office in
Lnnsing must have been in a back
room gagging with laughter when they
came up with this plan to appease the
K'zoo judge.

Of course, the MESAA is banking on
a favorable decision down the rond by
the Sixth Circuit of the U.S. Court of
Appeals, which delayed the District
Court’s ruling that scnsons be
realigned in 2003-04,

If the MHSAA wins this cage, it's
business as usual, .

Oris it?

Two new tournaments would be initi-
ated each year for two years with the
MHSAA choosing the four sports that
best serves its membership from the
following list of 12 sports: bowling,
crew, equestrian, field hockey, figure
skating, ice hockey, indoor track and
field, lacrosse, powerlifting, synchro-
nized swimming, water polo and
wrestling.

Which sports have the best chance of
advancing in the field of 12?7

I thought I'd give Jack Roberts and
his stafl some odds.

It's time to handicap their chancea.

Bowling (2 td-1): Despite beer
advertisements and cigarette smoke,
most schools could come up with a
squad and gain nccess to plenty of
lanes, especially during the day.

Iee hackey (5-to-2): Most suburban
school districts could put a unified
squad on the ice. The sport is growing
in popularity among girls fo)lowing the
1ast two Olympic Games. Doesn't Title
IX stipulate if they allow checking for
boys, shouldn’t they do the same for
girls?

Ficld hockey (8-to-1): Popular
among private and preppy schools, It's
been a traditional sport for women,
The big question: Do you play it in the
fall or the spring?

Lacrosse (10-to-1): An cast const
sport that appears to be more popular
among boya than girls, although they
do have a tenm at Livonia Ladywood.

Water polo (12-to-1): Another sport
the Ann Arbor, Blrmmghnm and

a great place to start a leogue. Hines
Parkway could also be considered if the
average rainfall is up.

Equestrian (40-to-1): Not exactly a
cheap sport, unlike bowling. What
about linbility? Who grooma the hors-
es? What does the conch do?

Powerlifting (60-to-1): All we need
are more Ken Caminiti and Jose
Canscco female-types.

Indoor track and field (60-to-1):
Deon't tear Cobo Hall down just yet.

Synchronized swimming (80-to-
1): Sure we have the pools, but do we
have enough noseplugs and swim caps?
Who selects the music?

Figure skating (100-to-1): Crooked
French judges, Tonya Harding vs.
Nancy Kerrigan. It's almost ns fright-
ening as competitive cheer. What about
competitive pom pon?

It's WLAA realignment

It's official, the Western Lakes Activ-
itics A iation Board of Directers

Grosse Pointe schools could d
Wrestling (20.to-1): I thought the
girls,unjnycd competing against the

guys?
Crow (30-to-1): The Detroit River is

d a new league ionin
the 2004-05 school year.
With the departure of the three

Please seo MHSAA, C2

Blues sing happy tune after Wmnmg title

The South Farmington Blues 13-and-under
travel bagchall team used its best hitting attack
this senson to sweep four straight games and
win the USSSA Ivor James Memorial Tourna-

ment championship in Canton June 1-2.

The Bluca hit .G09 as a tenm in sweeping the
Windsor Titans, 16-1, Southfield Jngunrs, 15-3,
Novi Expos, 14-8, and Birmingham Red Sox, 6-

1, in the title game.

Josh Rebandt pitched a four-hitter against the

outs are open to any F! Pub-
lic Schools students in the ninth
through 12th grades. For more infor-
mation call conch Mark Vellucci at
(248) 730-2233.

Adults play 4-on-4 hockey

The Rise and Shine 4-0n-4 Adult
Hockey League will start Tuesday,
July 16, at Suburban Training Cen-
ter.

Games will be played 7-8 a.m. on
Tueadays and Thursdays through
Sept. 5. Teams consisting of 13 play-
ers and one goaltender will play an
cight-game schedule.

Participanta will receive n member-
ship to the STC Fitness Club for the
cight weeks of lengue play. To regia-
ter cull (2:8) 888. 1400 or visit
www.suburb. key.com. Indis 1
sign-ups only are accepted.

Red Sox, atriking out two with no walks in going

the distance,

Jeff Gorecki got the win over Windsor while
Stephen Doty rogistered two wins, as the start-
ing pitcher over Southfield and in relief over

ovi.

Brendan Clarke and Brooks Tuyn led the hit-

ting, both poing 7-for-11.

The rest of the hitters regirtered from three to
seven hits ench, including Jonathan Castine,
Chasc Debne, Andy Harris, Matt Paul and Tom

Spisich.

The Blues, shorthanded with Akhenaton
‘Thonins oat of town on a school field trip, were
back to full strength for tho Scuth Fnrmlngwn

Bascboll T this

BASEBALL

Pack in Farmington Hilla,

Tho Blues raised their 2002 tourney record to
13-2 overal, winning two titles and placing sec-

ond in the other.

ra, Editor 734-953-2141

Champlons: The South Farmington Blues ~ (front row from left) Stephen Dory, And

Harris, Brooks Tuyn, Chase Dehne and Brendan Clarke; (standing fmm left) Jonatlmn
Castine, coach John Castine, Matt Paul, Tom Spisich, coach Ricl
Rebandyt, coach Steve Gorecki and general manager Larry Miller. Not pictured is
Akhenaton Thomas - show off their trophy..

Tuyn, Jeff Gorecki, Josh




