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Eastern Star
.awards
‘scholarships

. Farmington Chapter #239,
Order of the Eastern Star,
recently announced the recipi-
ents of their 11th annual scholar-
ship awards;

» Thomas Eason, Farmington
ngh School, plans to pursue an
onmnecnng degree. He has been
accepted by both the University
of Michigan and Purdue
University Schools of
Engincering. His parents are
Gordon and Deborah Eason.

From North Farmington High
School, Jessica and Lisa St.
Charles reccived the awards.
Jessicn will attend Michigan

Scholarshlp winners: Pictured (left to right): Lisa St.
Charles, Jessica St. Charles, Shannon Harris, Linda
Koshowsky, scholarship chairperson, Barbara Laugh-
lin, Worthy Matron, Thomas Eason, and Gary Lock-

ridge, Worthy Patron.

Optimists honor future leaders

BY BUE BUCK
BTAFF WIUTER
sbuck@os.homecomnr.not

The Farmington/Farmington
Hills Optimist Club at a recent
honered d who

M Nominees complete a brief questionnalre

describing thelr strength

s as a leader and how the

leadership role has changed or Impacted their

lives.

have shown leadership qualities.

The monetary awards are
made possible by the club's annu-
al Junior Golf Tournament held
each June,

“Leadership traits are an inter-
cating thing,” said Tom Neal, a
club momber. He joked that
when he locked up the phrase on
www.google.com, he camo up
with the Marines.

The award program, held at
Ginopolis Restaurant in Farm-
ington Hills, is designed to raise
up future leaders in high schoola.

“If you don't have leaders in

State University to study bio-
chemistry and criminal justice.
Lisa has chosen the University of
Michigan. She hasn't decided on
a major. Their parents are Celia
St. Charles and the lato Neil St.

Read Observer Sports
for local coverage

Charles.

Shannon Harris, Harrison
High School, is attending
Oakland University in a dual

“ARRANGING A FUNERAL SHOULDN'T CAUSE YOU MORE GRIEF"
Simple Cremation - *625.00 complete
Simple Burial - *995.00

{includes minimal casket and cancrete grave liner)
Limited service funeral options at similar savings.
Let us show you how o save on a funcral

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

1-800-491-4499 A unigue approach to funeral senvice]

' enrallment. She will pursue a

this cuuntry. you don't mave for-
ward,” Neal said.

degree_in business administra- Gary Goss, club qmmdenrv;uw{m

chief. But ho apparently didn't
#ee those familinr faces at the
ceremony.

“It's my privilege to have met
moat of you this morning,” Goss
said.

The 2002 winners were Patri-
cia Wade and James Thrubis
from Farmington High School
who shared the award; Leo
Stassinopoulas, North Farming-
ton High School; Margot Spera,
Merey High School and Erin
Held, Harrigon High School.

Qunlifying for the award
requires the student, who should
be in his or her junior year, to bc

works as the Fi blic
Safety Bircctor meets n number
of youth in his role na police

tion. She is the daughter of
Stephen and Crystal Harris,

d by school
Nominees complete a brief ques-
tionnaire describing their

strengths as a lender and how
the leadership role has changed
or impacted their lives.

School personnet make the
final selection based on familiari-
ty with the student's cumnbu-
tions.

The Optimist Club shores a
love for the community and n
specinl interest in young people
who reside and go to school in
the district.

“We believe in developing opti-
mism as a philosophy of life, pro-
moting an active interest in good
government and aiding and
encouraging the development of
youth,” club literature said. “Our
motto is ‘Friend of Youth'”
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Michigan shoppers claim historic
home furnishings discounts

Watch Hill Home Interiors breaking records during historic store closing sellout

By JOAN BATSON
MCM Staft
BIRMINGHAM, M|

Even long time abservers of fumiture fashion
trendds have expressed surprisc at the remarkable
events of the last few weeks in Birmingham,
Michigan. When Kurt and Mia Voparil, founders
and owncrs of Waich Il Home Inteciors,

cxpectations.”

@
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eaclusive Luropean antigoes.
a $1,00000K store-closing sellout of
imponted home furnishings and aceessosies, il was
good news for shuppers in the Soulheastern
Michigan arca,

Kurt and Mia Voparil deeided to close their
popular Watch Hitl East Maple Strget localion in
arder to focus and eapand their Warchause/
Showroom on South Elon in Birmingham, “We
have thaught about this decision for quite some
time,” said Kurt Voparil recently, “As you may
imaging, il was most difficull, Hlowever, Mia and
I came 1o the conclusion that we could serve our
custamers much better in the larger Warchouse/
Showroom location.” Kurt expressed their
concern about being able to sell aff sufficient
inventory to make the transition posible.

Min cxpressed a similar concem: *We realized

Bargain hunters finding much to see
and buy at Watch Hill Store-Closing
Michigan’s Most Unique Home Furnishings Store Stifl

Jammed with Merchandise Uuavmlable Anywhere Else

By Donald Green .
WCHM Statt

antigue's L ResTrictiv

chai

said Kurt.

*1tike the idea of awning
something tal no one el has in Nosthemn
Michigan,” onc customner fold me at the Watch
Hill Store Closing Selloul. Thal was the attitude
of tay customens as they browsed thavugh tie
numecmus displays and accessory offctings at
Warch Hill Home Inteniors.

ery popular wese the vld-warld siyle
original il paintings that look ke they were
1aken off of a caxtle wall somewhere in Europe.
Another very populas item was the framed plaie
plass beveled mirrors. “I've seen Jesser versions
in other stures for wice this sellout price.” one
lady 1014 e, Falks tested out the comfont of the
legendary Watch Hill collection of European
dining chain, In addition to a wide selection of
tables, hutchies, chinas and servers, shoppers
found  occasional tables, lamps, deshs,
bookcases, TV cabinets, chest of drawers,
Kilchen islands, office furnitate, lable top
accemonices, ganden fumiture, wall an and much
more. Shappers who have not yet acted are
cautioned that time is aunning oul. The miltion.
duflar liquidation is taking place in both Waich
1Ll locations in Birmingham: 330 East Maple,
(which 3s clusing), and the Warchouse/
Showroom at 648 South Etoa.

ODAY IN MICHIGAN

Watch Hill Home lIateriors store closing sellout
continues to be a hig aitraction for bargain bunicrs,
\ll.umm measures are being taken tocle:

**As soon as il is humanty passible.”
store caption that “This vnee in 3 |i
can’t bast forever, When it's gone, it's gone,”
one. Shuppers are advised to act soon,

Michigan's favorite source forfs
European Home Furnishings §
will be more active than ever §

BIRMINGHAM, M)

Kust Vopanl gave assurances today that Wawch
Hill Home Interiors will reain open t serve
customers “beiter than ever.” He declared that the
fificen year tradition of quality aml senvice will
continue in the Watch Jil) Warchouse/Show room
focation at 645 South Ewn in Birmi an, By
fovusing on this single location we can give our
patrons an cven more fulfilling - shopping
experience,” he stated. This information came as a
great relicf 10 decorators and disetin
shoppers. “There is pothing like Walch il
one professional, "No vae even comes clie.”

“ said

In Downtown Blrming

that 10 sell so much merchandise in a short time, it
wauld be necessary 1o cut prices to the bone. We
hoped customers would respond o these obviows |
hargains on unique imported meschandise. But the
tespense has exceeded our most aplimistic

Mia founded the stoge, originally sclling
OME customess
found the sizes of tables and cabinets of onginal
" said Miz. “People aflen
needed dilferent table sizes ot preferred u different
finish.” She said that customers reatly loved the
European design and workmianship. The pext
Togical step was to import solid wood tables,
and dining picees directly from Eurepe. *
this way people can get exactly the size and linish
they prefer, and siill cnjoy unigue Evropean Mair
and crafsmanship,” The Voparils bave supple- ¢
mented their imported northern-grown salidd pine
and cherry oiferings with select 1eakwond pmcm
of unigue quality imported from the East. “Wo
hand-select everyihing we otfer o the publi
“Our customers are particular
offer only the finest in quality and crafismanship™.

330 EAST Me}:LE

Unique Product Lines Have Pald Off for Watch Hill

n

bookeases and many other

F

we

30ciates tag historic reductions
m (n every cepartment in
sararstion 10 1ho lergest Mord closing

Saitout of I3 hind in Bl ingham bistory.

(ABOVE, LEFT) Shoppers came from all over
Michigan to clalm the dargains, They were
anxioun to gat In on the noar-whobesale prices
on hundreds and hundreds of Nisma. Man)
unlque sccessory ems ate belng offered for a3
Uttie a8 29 conta on the Satlar.

(ABOVE) Some eho| browsed for hours
through ttve mitlion dollar selection. Every em
was Lagged st reductions of 20% to 71% off
cagular st prices.

(LEFT) Shoppars anjoy the opportunity Io
wscquire fine merchandise for dimes on the
onar,

European tables and chalrs must sell out &
conslderable portion of helr Invantoskes 1o
closs 1he Eas! Maple Stree

645 SOUTH ETON
‘Wll.hﬂul.‘w TOOM)
.In Bimingham

rles, occasional lables, lamps,
categories, plus unique Homs avsllal

wheo etso (n the five stale azea. This has been a recipe for success,
etiracting shoppers from all over Michigan. The 330 East Maple Sireet
building Is closing sa that Watch Hill can focus on expanding services snd
dlsplay at the Warehouse/Shawwroom location at 645 South Eton.

a0 mox! ikque home hamishings £nd accessores.
Man & wife team
pleased as sellout
breaks sales records

BIRMINGHAM
Hoth Mia and Kurt Vopari) aémit to heing a.
bit nenous when they decided to launch she
largewt scllout of imported menchandise in
Birmingham history, “We believe peaple coukd
wavel a thousanyd miles and pot get all we have
10 offer,” said Kurt. “Het, it was atill 3 nisk
trying 10 sell a million dolfars £a merchandise
in such a shon time™
Competition scems taken by surprise, and
unable to equal the Watch Hill bargains,
“People know the real thing when Lhey see it
said Kurt. “This is 3 wallao-wall selfout and
we are offering certificd reductions off out
fegular prives. No onfinary sile can compele
with our peices. This is iy a once:
lifelime oppostunity.
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