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e immigront's story is an
Amecrican legacy. For hun-
dreds of years, immigrants

have ventured to our shores in
scarch of opportunity and free-
dom. Many have settled within
our own communitics. If you are
an American by adoption, we
want to hear your story for o
special July 4th feature in our
HomeTown Life section.

Please contact Renee
Skoglund at Observer
N p 6251 Schooleraft
Livenia, MI 48160, (734) 953-
2128, fax: (734) 691-7279, e-
mail: rskoglund@oe
.homecomm.nct.

We would like to henr from
you as acon as possible. Pictures
appreciated.

Music makers:
People like Dr.-
Joseph Lewis,
Robert Zimmer-
man, John Gajec
.and Benny Moon
take turns with the
. baton when it
comes to con-
ducting sub-
urban sym-'
phony orches-
tras-/Bl -

One more
time: The
Michigan
Chorales
reunites to
perform Sun-
day, June 23,
at Pease Auditori-
um in Ypsilanti./BL.

HOMETOWN LIFE

Lots of locks: A group of
Farmington Hills teens

- are changing their hair
styles to help other other
children./C6
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Nissan approves plan to

BY PAUL R. PACE
BTAYF WRITER
ppace@oc.homecomm.net

Score one for the good otd U.S. of A~
and Farmington Hilla,

Jopaneso automaker Nissan will
invest millions of dollars to expand its
engineering operations here, as
opposed to extending that arm of the
company in Japan.

Company officials at the Nissan
Technical Center North America in
Farmington Hills said it will embark
on a $38.8 million expansion of its
research and engineering facility.

That meana more than 260 new jobs
will be created at the Technical Center,
nearly ali of ther: higl:-\ngng‘c, hig.h:uki]l

an p
Additional job growth is poasible in the

future,

“As Nissnn focuses on long-term,
profitable growth, there is a nced for
oxpanded and enhanced vehicle engi-
neering capabilities for vehicles sold in
North America,” “anid Mitsuhiko
Yamashitn, president of Farmington
Hills operation in a press release. “Car-
los Ghosn, our president and CEO, has

mado it clear that well-engincered,

attractive, good-performing vehicles
arc at the heart of our company.”

Part of the incentive to grow in
Farmington Hills is the Michigan Eco-
nomic Growth Auvthority (MEGA)
approved plans to give the Farmington
Hills facility & $23 million tax incentive
gobcxpnnd its office for up to 360-new
jobs,

The Farmington Hille City Council
did its part in making the deal a reality

recently by granting the company a 50-
percent tax break for six years on a
more thon 100,000-square-foot expan-
sion to the building.

The MEGA offered a 100-percent
employee tax credit over 17 years,
which would equato to roughly $23 mil-
lion in savings to the company.

The city also had to offer the compa-
ny a tax incentive in order to qualify

“for tho state deal, said Hills City Man-

ager Steve Brock.

The company did not ask for an
abatement of the state school tax of 68
mills.

Nissan will save about $810,000 in
local taxes, but still pay about $1 mil-
lion in taxes for the expansion, snid
Teri Arbenowske, nssistant city man-
nger.

According to company officials, dur-
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expand

ing the current fiscal year, which ends
March 31, 2003, Nissan will introduce
12 all-new vehicles worldwide, with six
of them coming to North America.

Those vehicles include the Nissan
360Z sports car, the Maxima flagship
sedan and the Murano crossover vehi-
clo, along with the Infiniti G35 Coupe,
the M45 mid-size tuxury sednn and the
FX456 erossover vehicle.

In the next fiscal year, Nissan will
bring to the North American market an
all-new minivan, a full-size Nissan
pickup truck and full-size Nissan and
Infiniti sport-utility vchicles.

“This puta a significant and welcome
responsibility on NTCNA,* Yamashita
said. “We are very excited to play such
an important part in the return of Nis-
san to prominence in the U,S. and glob-
al nutomotive industry.”

It's almost summer

Tuesday evening.

Playlng It cool: Carol Hyska enjoyed dominos, one
of the games available at Cafe on the Porch

A fine night: Cafe on the Porch opened its 2002 season Tuesday at the
Longacre House on Farmingtont Road. Guests sampled brownies and
cookies, sipped lemonade and rootbeer floats and enjoyed music and
conversation on a perfect late spring evening. The Cafe is open from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. every Tuesday evening throughout the summer, rain or shine.

STAPY PIOTUS BY Bk Bretsr

By PAUL R. PACE
BTAFF WRITER
ppace@oo.homecomm.not

Roxanne Fitzpatrick’s eyes fill with
tears when she thinks of beseball.

It's more than just a game or even a
pastime for her, she said.

It's watching the smile on a child's
face who makes that first grent catch
or that shy youngster’s hit to first base.
1t'a knowing a new bascball diamond
that she helped support will serve as o
place that offers joy to kids and their
parents for generations,

Aflter 20 years with the South Farm-
ington Softball Inc., Fitzpatrick
announced earlier this yenr she would
be retiring from her longtime presiden-
cy of the assaciation that oversces
youth baseball teams in the area.

She said it all started when ahe went
to a meeting involving the team with
whom her oldest son was playing, the
Mustangs,

She got hooked into being the secre-
tacy and soon enough was chosen pres-

ident five years later.

*“It’s been nothing but joy working
with them,” she said, quickly pointing
out that a lot of good people serve or
have served on the lcagues.

Way back when

In the early days, the tenms used to
drag and line their own baseball fields,
but thanks to approval of a parks and
recreation millage, more ball dinmonds
got built in the community and proper-
Iy mointained.

_Fitzpatrick, 50, was there to help
. push through the creation of Founder's
Field,

“That was phenomenal, 1 just cried
when it went in,” she said.

“I feel so proud of our organization,”
she said, “We hear nothing but good
praises about the quality of our kids
and the ability of our conches.”

Because she's been involved for 20
years, somo kids who played in the
leagues now have children of their own

Ploaso sce SOFTBALL, A7

Father's Day
winner: Timothy
Reed of
Farmington Hills ¥
- pictured with
sons Marcus, age }
7 and Brandon,
age & - won the
Farmington
Obscrver Father’s
Day contest §
drawing. His
name was selected
from among 18
entries. Mr. Reed
won two tickets to
the Ford Senior
Players
championships, at
Dearborn TPJC ;‘n

Great dad

WSHaOm

Long-time softball commish retires

! . STATY PHOTU EY HILL Bursiex
Commish: Roxanne Fitzpatrick recently retired as commissioner
of South Farmington Softball, Inc.

City raises waler,
sewer rates July 1

BY SUR BUCK
STAFY WRITER
sbuck@os.homecomm.net

The City of Farmington will raise
water and sower rates beginning July

That means an average water and
power customer who usea 20,000 gal-
lona per quarter will see an incrense of
nbout $156, according to Farmington
City Mannger Frank Lauhoff,

Tho total water and sewer rate com-
bined charge por 1,000 gallons will
increase 16 percont to $6.70.

The Farmington City Council
approved incroascs at its Monday
meeting bocause the Detroit Water and
Sewernge Department raised ita water
rates to all suburban usors.

rate for Farmington from $8.156 per
thousand cubic feet to $9.28 for an
almost 14 percent incrense, according
to Farmington City Mannager Frank
Lauhoff.

Wholesnle sewer rates increased
from $6.66 to $7.87 — an 18.17 percent
incrense.

Onkland County increased its sewer
disposal cost to Farmington from
$10.17 por thousnnd cubic feet to
$12.29 for n 21 percent increase.

*The City of Farmington will need to
incronae its water rate to cover thesc
costs and local operations and mainte-
nance costs for the coming year,”
Lauhoff said. *The proposed water rate
fee is recommended to be increased

Detroit raised the wholesal




