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Cyeclist’s killer shows remorse,
sentenced to nine months in jail

BY DARRELL CLEM
BTAFF WRITER
dclem@oe,homocomum.noet

‘Described as remorseful even by relatives
of o man she killed while driving drunk in
Westland, Emily Yvonne Coombs of Livonia
will spend just nine months in joil for the
death of motoreyclist Kevin Perry, n Livonia
father of four.

-Coombs, 26, caused Perry’s death on
Wayne Road, noar Ford, when she pulled
inito his path from Westland Bowl's parking
lat about 11:30 p.m. last Dec. 6.

Coombs received her sentence last week by
Wayne County Circuit Judge Vonda Evans,
.after plending guilty to driving drunk and
killing 39-year-old Perry of Livonin,

Although she will spend only nine months
in joil, Coombs will apend five years on pro-
bation and perform 260 days of community
nervice, including lectures about how driving
drunk afTected her life.

The charge against her carried a possible
16-year prison term, but attorneys reached n
plea agrecment that Perry's family accepted.

“We can bo comfortable with what she
got,” said Perry’s sister, Lori Booth of Farm-
ington Hills. “We honestly feel that my
brother would have been satisfied with it."

Perry's family carlier had feared that
Coombs might not get any jail time, and they

worried that a too-lenfent sentence might
send the wrong that drunk rive

Perry, o pninter and maintenance worker,
d alcohol, too, but he wasn't

crs won't be punished if they kill.

Some family members of both sides attend
the same church, and Perry’s family and
Wayne County prosccutors sny that Coomba
hna shown genuine remorse.

“This lady wishes that she could change
what she did,” said Azzam Elder, deputy
chief of the Wayne County Prosecutor's
Office’s trinl division. “She probably would
trade positions with the victim if she could.

at's how remorseful she has been.”

Perry's family didn't want Coombs to
eacape jnil time altogether, but they didn't
believe it would serve any purpose to
imprison her for years, Booth snid.

“She seemed the type of person that could
help to do something for socivty, maybe to
talk to studonts, something to turn this
around,” Booth snid Monday, during a tele-
phone interview.

“No matter what she docs, Kevin's not
coming back,” Booth said. “I'd take years off
my life to have my brother back, but it
wouldn’t do any good. We feel bad for Emily,
too. It was just a tragie, tragic, bad choice on
her part to drive drunk.”

Coombs had a .14 percent blood-alcohol
level and was legally drunk when she drove
into Perry’s path on northbound Wayne.

above the legal limit. Morcover, police deter-
mined from witnesses that he didn’t do any-
thing to cause the accident.

Last week, Booth read aloud in court a
family statement on the day Coombs was
sentenced. She addresacd her remarks to
Coombs, saying “it's still imposaible for us to
believe Kevin won't come bursting into a
room at nny given moment and throw his
arms around us and hug us tight in one of
his famous back-cracking hugs.”

Booth told how Perry's 5-year-old son, Vin-
nie, would sometimes pat the place where he
was sitting and say that his {ather, now an
angel, was sitting next to him.

Booth described how Perry's 7-year-otd
son, Kevin Jr., quietly picked out a shirt for
his father's burial.

She told Coombs that “we hope you'll never
fail to remember how that one choice to
drink and drive affected g0 many.™

Booth described how the family was told
that Coombs stayed by Perry's side nfter the
accident.

“We nlso want you to know that if you
were able to comfart Kevin in any way ot the
end, we thank you,” Booth said. “The impor-
tant thing is that Kevin was not alone when
he died.” .

The historic Longacre
House of Farmington Hille
will hold a rummauge sale 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, July &
and 9 a.m.-1 p.n. Saturday,
July 6.

The Longacre House is

Longacré House to
hold rummage sale

located at 24705 Farmington
Road between 10 and 11 Mile
Roads.

AN proceeds from the sale
benefit the operation and
maintenance of the house.
Call (248) 477-8404.

Lost kitty: When the McCalls lived in Florida, Sinta
would find her cat Sabrina waiting in the sink every
morning.

.g{g%\‘l HUBRED wife first took them in.
Jh\lbredmmm.homecnmm.nﬂ They were starving to death.

Sinta McCall saved-a life when
she found Sabrina among a litter
of three kittens abandoned at one
of her rental properties in Florido.

Now the Farmington Hills resi-
dent is afraid Sabrina might be in
danger again, The 3-year-old
feline has been missing since June
4, and Sinta, who moved to Farm-
ington Hills only last July, is
heartbroken.

“This is part of my family,” she

id.

said.
Bill McCall remembers the kit-
tens wera in rough chape when hie
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26 Henry Ford Docs rank tops In the nation.
Once agaln, H§nry Ford physiclans were recognizad
among the nation’s best by the publishers of Amarica‘s
Top Doctors. And. thonks to thelr high level of quality
care, Henry Ford doctors recelved the most honers of
any metro Detroit hospital and are setting the pace for
. tha future &f heathcare. For additional Information or
‘to make an appointment, log gnto ManryFord.com or
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Canpac ELECTROPHYSIOLOGY

Claudio Schuger, M.D.

INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY
Vivian Clark, M.D.
W, Deuglas Weaver, ALD.

DzamatoLoay
David Fivenson, M.D.
Ter Shwityder, AM.D.

:- Famiy Pracrice
Alichae! Workings, ALD.

GASTROENTEROLOGY
Robert Bresalier, M.D,
imberly Brown, ALD,

GYNLCOLOGKE ONCOLOGY

Woo Shin Kim, M.D.

HAND SURGERY
Joseph Faifla, M.D.

HemaroLoay
Leshe Bricker, ALD.

‘MzpicaL OmcoLoay

Joseph Anderson, M.D.

NepnroLoay

KK Venkar, ALD.
NEUROLOGIEAL SURGERY
Ghaus Alalik, A1L.D.
AMark Rosenbium, ALD.
NeuroLoay

Stanton Etias, M.D.

Lisa Regers, D.O.

OnTHOPEOIC SURGERY
Terrence Lock, ALD.

Orotanvvactoay
AMichael Benminger, 1D,

Proutnics
Beth Robinson Swanz, ALD.

¥ Diseass
John Popavich, Jr, ALD.

Sunceny
Frank Lewis, Jr, J

D.
TrHonACKE SUncERY
Nermtan Silverman, AM.D.

noLooY
Aani Menon, ALD,

VASCULAR SURGERY
Danicl Reddy, ALD.
Alexander Shepard, ALD.
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Their ears were full of mites,” he
said. “She cleaned them up.”

Sinta adopted Sabrina and her
sister, Misty; a third kitten was
adopted by another family. The
McCalls have also adopted anoth-
er cat, Rocky. Of the three, Misty
is the most Jikely to wander blocks
away from home. On the night of
June 4, Sinta had let Sabrina and
Rocky out and latched the pet door
8o that Misty wouldn't go after
them. The next morning, Rocky
came home. Sabrina didn't.

Sinta hos canvassed her neigh-
borhood, which is just north of

Cheer teams host ‘free’
car wash on June 29

The Farmington High School
Cheer Teams will be holding a
free car wash 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday, June 29 at Motor City
Harley-Davidson/Buell, located

at 34900 Grand River in Farm-
ington Hills,

Came out and show your sup-
port. Donations would be greatly
appreciated.

CORRECTION

batl/Softball, Ine.

A headline and photo caption of a story in the Junc 20 edition
about Roxanne Fitzpatrick should hove stated Fitzpatrick is the
president, and not commissioner, of the South Farmington Base-

Grand River between Orchard
Lake and Middlebelt, and papered
the area with flyers that show
Sabrina, a black cat with a white
chest, tummy and paws, pictured
with Misty. She's asked neighbors
to check in their sheds and
garages, under porches or crawl
spaces.

“Some people called me, but it
wasn't Snbrina,” Sinta said.

“She went to the Humane Soci-
ety, and they told her to put out
(Sabrina’s} favorite ent food and
toys around the house,” Bill said,
but only the neighbor's dog ate the
food.

This is just the latest difficulty

New Hills resident seeks missing cat

Sinta and Bill have had since mov-
ing north. A conflict with one of
their neighbors, started over a
minor car accident, has ballooned -
to the point where the police were
called. Losing Sabrina in the mid-
dle of all that has Sinta beside
herself.

“I'm really worried about her,”
Sinta said. “She cannot survive,
Misty can catch mice to survive. I
watched {Sabrinn) once trying to
catch birds by the bird feeder. She
never caught one.”

The McCalls are offering a
reward of $50 for Sabrina's return.
For more information, call
{248)442-9992 or (813)205-9926.

Now save even more at Jakes

EMI-ANNUAL
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050,

off a great selection for you,
your family and your home!

60°/o off*
Women'’s Designer Apparel

Hurry in, deals this big only come twice a year!

*Savings on selected merchandise: reductions taken at register, as idenhfied Dy signs.

Jacobsons

Birmingham » (246) 644-6900  Livonia * (734) 591-7696  Rochestor « {248) 651-6000

|acobsons.com
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