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Commission seeks nominees
for Hills beautification award

If you are a non-residential
property owner who takes pride
in your landscape, the Farming-
ton Hills Beautification Commis-
sion wants to give you the recog-
nition you deserve.

This summer, the Commission
will be judging landscapes in the
following categories:

M Commercial, industrial, and
office properties

M Places of worship

W Shopping Centers

W Organizations

M Schools

B Subdivision, condominium,
and apartment entrances

The Beautifieation Commis-
sion will be leoking nt design,
originality, maintennnce and
using new criteria this year,
environmentnl protection
{including watershed manage-
ment and use of native plants or
natural beauty). Property own-
ers will be recognized nt a spe-
cial evening awards ceremony in
November.

Past winners are welcome to
enter again. If you have already
received a nomination form in
the mail, return it by June 30. If
you nced a nomination form,
contact the Farmington Hills
Beautification Commission, c/o
Marie Donigan, Planning Office,
315665 W. 11 Mile, Farmington
Hills, M} 48336.

You can also call Marie at
{248) 473-9643 or e-mail her at
mdonigan@ci.farmington.
hills.mi.us
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$1.6 million, Reih snid.

“We simply are being paid less
than in the past,” she said,
ndding Medicaid only repays
about 50-60 cents per every dal-
lar spent on patient care.

“We've also been experience a
shortnge of nursing personnel,”
she snid. “So we had to incur
overtime and premium pay and
pay for outside agencies for tem-
porary help. Pharmnceuticals is
also skyrocketing.”

Losses snowballed

The vice president said the
hospital noticed shortfalls last

1 logses by " 08
the year progressed.

Fringe benefits offered to
patients in the past, such as free
transportation to and from the
hospital will be eliminated, the
vice president said.

“It’s just something we could
not continue to do,” she anid.

“There has also been a limited
number of staff reductions most-
ly by attrition,” Reihmer said.

She snid each department has
been given the challenge to come
up with cost-reduction methods.

“We have 50 different teams,
from small to large, all working
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Large solectlon of Iadies’ shoes and san-
dals Irom Steve Maddon, While Mountaln,
Fozzy & Co., Candlg's, Hackel Dng and
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on cost snvings and revenue
improvement and finding new
revenue resources.

“It's not going to be an’
overnight cure,” Reihmer said.
“We anticipate another loss this
year as well. Our plan is to
improve our finnncial ratios by.

Focus on patient care

The vice president said patient
care should not be impacted
while the hospital reorgnnizes.

“The focus is on the business
process, not patient care issues,”
she said, “We're going to look at
everything we do and how to do
it better,”

Like other community hospi-
tals in the state, administrators
are worried about additional
reductions in Medicaid and is
urging legislators not to cut the
government program that offers
medical care to the poor even
deeper.

“Healtheare is under siege,”
Reihmer said,

One thing the average citizen
can do to help is aign a petition
that aims to put a ballot ques-
tion to the voters about whers
state tabacco settlement money
should go. The vast majority of
those millions of dollars is going
to pay for college scholarships to
those who score well on state
teats, Reihmer said,

“That's clearly not what the
tobacco scttlement money was
intended for,” she said. “It's sup-
posed to go to treat tobacco-
related illncesce™ and preven-
tion.

According to the Michigan
Health & Hospital Association,
Michigan spent only 13 percent
of the $301 million it received in
the tobacco settlement in fiscal
year 2001 on henlth care.

The state is expected to reccive
more than $8.5 billion in the set-
tlement over 26 years, according
to the MHHA,

Taxes -
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environmenta! specialist, said
Brock. He said two positions, a
clerk and an administrator who
have left the city, will not be
filled this fiscal year.

He said city services will
remain status quo for residents,

Capita) improvements for the
year include more than $1 mil-
lion in drainage improvements
and building sidewalks on 11
Mile from Orchard Lake to
Power Road, ns well ns sections
of Egst Middlebelt, Grand River,
and 13 and 14 Mile Roads among
others.

The city will also be spending
about $450,000 on a phone sys-
tem upgrade.

The  budget will be
$46,750,216, with a fund halance
of $16.6 million, representing
12,7 percent of the total budget.

In the 1999/2000 budget, the
fund balance was at 16.2 per-
cent. Brock said about $90,000 of
the previous year's balance was
used to balance the next fiscal
year's budget.

“That was because of the loss
in state shared revenues we
already anticipate, not future
ones,” he snid.

He snid he's not worried about
the lower fund balance.

“We try to keep it between 12
and 15 percent,” he said,
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ertified Mechanic

*Service 1ur?nboard and
Personal Watercraft

*Boal Hoists, Sales and
Installation
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Wakehoards and
Walerskis

*Dock insiallation and
repairs

*Test Dri\je a Tige loday!

2867 Orchard Lake Rd.
Keago Harbor, M1 48320
(Harbar Pines Cantar)
248.681-1300
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SEMIANNUAL INTIMATE APPAREL SALE GOING ON NOW
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CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME, STORE HOURS: Laure! Park Place (853-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION cail 853-7500,
CHARQE (T: Parislan Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.
LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGN ROAD AND 81X MILE RCAD (TAKE THE 8IX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275}
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