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Kuykendall Is All-Amerlca

‘Toasa Kuykendall of Farmington
Hills Mercy High School wns named
an AAU All-America volloyball player
following the junior nntlonnl tourna-

ment in Orlan-

o, Fla.
AAU team-
mate Erin

Poglits of West
Bloomficld and
Marian High
School alao was
chosen for the
12-player All-
America team.

Both are
members of the
Motor City Vol
leyball Club’s
18-and-under team that won the state
championship June 8 in Grand
Rapids and placed seventh among 40
teams in the Junior National Cham-
pionships June 18,

Kuykendall, a middle hitter who
Hves in Brighton, and Poglits, a sct-
ter, were the only juniors to bo named
to the All-America team.

“The others have graduated and are
moving on to college to ploy on schol-
arship,” Motor City coach Ed Ruhl
said. *(Kuykendall and Poglits) are
the only players ever selected from a
Michigan tenm in the tournament’s
-|.- 29 years.”

Motor City had the highest finish of
the seven Michigan teams in the
national teurnament, and it was the
higheat finish for any Motor City
team since the club’a inception.

“I am so proud of these girls,” Ruhl
said. “To pull it together and beat
some of the great teams we beat in

- this tournament {8 quite a fent, not to
mention getting two girls recognized
as All-Americans.”

Motor City Volleyball Club was
established in 1997 and has grown to
include 185 athletes, starting at the
12-and-under level and ending with
the 18-and-under team. Tho clubis
based in Livonia and draws its play-
ers from the western suburbs.

Tessa Kuykendall

Cobras have win streak

After lesing their first two games in
baseball league play, the 17-year-old
NFWB Cobras have put togother a
four-game winning streak,

The last two wins were at the
expense of Westland and Birming-
ham. In the game agoinst Westland
on June 24, Dan Graham picked up
the win on the mound with relief help
from Andy Wingert as the Cobras
coasted to an 11-0 shutout,

Brendon Rosenbergh led the Cobra
offense, going 3-for-4 with four RBI;
Kevin Zerbo went 3-for-3, and Matt
Petry was 2-for-4 with three RBI.

‘The Cobras defeated Birmingham
on June 26, 6-4. Ben Darga got the
win with Wingert again doing relief
work in the late innings.

Nick Vitanis, Zerbo and Darga col-
lected two hits apiece. Bryan Smith
and Zerbo knocked in two runs ench,

The Cobras compete in the Little
Cacsars Baseball Federation 18-and-
under divigion.

Whalers draft import

The Plymouth Whalers added some

insurance to their defense when they

* chose defenseman Martin Cizek with
the 34th overall pick in the 2002 CHL
Import Draft.

The Whalers moved up tho board to
draft Cizek when they traded defense-
man Nathan Tennant to Saginaw for
the Spirits’ pick carlier in the doy.

Cizek is a 6-2, 185-pound defi
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SPORTS & RECREATION
NHL draft pick eyes pro future

Walsh’s immediate plan
to enroll at Notre Dame

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAFF
domeara@oe.bomecomm.net

Mike Walsh achieved a lifelong goal,
the ultimate objective of any athlete -
to be drafted by a professional sports
team.

The 18-year-old Walsh was eelected
by the New York Rangers in the fifth
round of the
National Hock-
ey League
Entry Draft
June 23.

Walsh, a
longtime Farm-
ington Hills
resident who
recently moved
to Northville,
was in Toronta
for the occasion
;vnh his fami-

Mike Walsh 3

He was actu-
ally the fourth pick of the Rangers,
who didn’t have a first-round choice,
and was the 143rd player taken over-
all.

“Who would have ever thought, when
I started playing hockey, something
like this would happen?” Walsh said.

“I never would have thought it would
happen to me. All the hard work that
has gone into it, mekes everything
worth it.”

Walsh, whn had a picture of himself
in a Rangers jersey poated on the club
website last week, grew up a Detroit
Red Wings fan, but he was pleased to
be drafted by New York.

“I couldn’t be more happy to go to an
organization like that,” he said. “It's
part of the original six and is compared
with the great franchises in all of pro
sports, Hopefully, it will be a great
place to play.”

Despite the excitement surrounding
the NHL draft, Walsh won't be rushing
off to the Big Apple right away. It

carcer will be delayed four yeara,

Walsh, who has played leit wing for
the Compuware Ambassadors at the
Junior A Tier II lovel tho last two
years, plans to attend the University of
Notre Dame on a hockey scholarship,

He belioves he'll have a chance to
play right away for the Fighting Irish,
who compete in the Central Collegiate
Hockey Association with Michigan
State and Michigan.

“I'll still have to earn my keep there,”
Walsh said, adding there are three
other forwards in the incoming class at
Notre Dame,

Walsh, who graduated in 2001 from
Detroit Catholic Central High School
in Redford, took classes at Oakland
Community College and the University
of Michigan-Dearborn in the last year,

“I could have gone to school last
year,” he said. “I felt, as far a8 my
game and person, it would help to sit
out a year and mature instead of rush-
ing into something.

“For the most part, it tekes kids ot
loast two years. There are still kids

HOCKEY

who are 21 playing in the (North Amer.

ican Hockey League) trying to gct a’
scholarship,

“Thada chnncc to further develop my
game, and I think I'm very hnppy with
tho outcome.”

- While in high school, Walsh as nei-
ther tempted nor persuaded to play for
the Shamrocks, who have won four
consecutive Division [ state champi-
onships.

“I was focused on what I was doing
as far as playing AAA hockey,” he said.
“Maintaining that focus is what got me
to where I am right now.”

A lot of other colleges were interested
in Walsh, too. Ho said he could have
gone to Harvard, Yale or Michigan to

appears the start of his p:
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Pro plck: Mike Walsh, formerly of Farmington Hills and Catholic
Central High School, was drafied by the New York Rangers.

Olympics open to athletes of all ages -

BY CHIUSTINE BRODA '
STAFF WRITER

AFF
chroda@oc.homecomm.not

JUNIOR OLYMPICS

The Olympics aren't limited to Redford residents.
Anyone is welcome to participate in the events. In

Moms and dads - do you ever watch your son or

daughter tearing around the backyard in the summer
and think he or sho has the energy of a track star? -

Would you like to sce your kida burn off a little of
that stenm while having fun and playing sports?

Do you think you, too, might have l.ha obility to
run, jump and throw with the best of them?

Well it's time to test out those queries because the

*“Olympica™ are coming back to Redford,

Redford Township's 44th Annual Junior Olympica
and 20th Annual Senior Olympics will take place
Thursday, July 11, at Hilbert Junior High. Athletes,
and those aspiring to ‘athloticism, are invited for a

Farmington foursome named all-area

track gamut.

18 no cost to participate.

Coach of Year honor goes
to Spartans’ Weingarden

BY BRAD EMONS
STAFF WIITER

man who was drafted by the Buffalo
Sabres in the ninth round (271st over-
all) of the 2002 NHL Entry Draft, The
Czech Republic native played for the
juniors of HC Slavia Proha as an
underage this past season,

No doubt about it, this was the best
baseball scason in school history for
Livonia Stevenson, highlighted by sov-
eral come-from-bohind victorics.

Thu Spartans had a mngicul yoar,
fi 1and the Divi.

*Martin will be a good addition to
our defense,” Whalers general manag-
er-head coach Mike Vellucci said. “He
has nice size and is o good skater
with great vision on the ice.”

Farmington soccer signup

Youth soccer players have unti)
Monday, July 15, to eign up with the
Farmington Soccer Club for the fall
scason, There are openings in all age
. groups,

Players should call the club regia-
trar at (248) 428-7146 to sign up
Girls age 15 and under are n
fill an under-15 select team. Call tho
same number lfinusroswl

(Raad:rc can aubmfl items for
Farmington Sports Scane by sending
a fax to Sports Editor Dan O'Mcara at
734-891-7279, No phone calls please.)

23
sion 1 state quarterfinals before losing
to Warren Mott,

Coach  Harv
Weingarden,
.named Observer-
land Conch of the
Year, guided’
Stevenson to its
firat regional title
in school hiatory
aftor upsetting
atate-ranked Red.
ford Catholic Cen-

time this season
ln n district tour-

Harv w.
Stevenson coach

ent. -

The formula for' thh yonr’a Ayccoss on
the diamond?

“The team'’s total desire to win and
their nover-give-up attitude,” sald
Weingarden, who ia 87-58 in five varsi-
ty scasons with the Spartang. “There

tral for the second .

[ ] BASEBALL

was never a time when this team felt it

would lose a game, even if they were
behind and it was late.

*“They played as o tenm and different
playors picked us up at different
times.”

The 46-year-old Weingarden apent

“three years as an assistant et Stoven.

son under Mike Keller before taking
over the varsity squad in 1998,
‘Waeingarden nlso served two yoars ns
an assistant at West Bloomfield with
o Lakers winning the state Class A
ﬂ'own in 1988,
An attorney, Wuinxnrdv:n aleo llxan ‘u‘n
n the

-sandlot ranks, having coached Official

Sports, Walter's Appliance and the
Lake Michigan Area Rams. -

A law partner with MacAloon, Feld-
mon & Feldman of Bleomfield, Wein-
garden holds a B.A. in Economics from
the University,of Michigan and.is a
Juris Ducur((:nm Laude from’the
Dotroit Collage of Law.

*It's a honorito get the award Imw-
ing what kind of job Tom Wakefield did

_-_Fm

day of fun and competition in events that run the

Registration begins at 8 a.m. for the Juniar
Olympies, which are open to anyone age 12 and
under, Events run from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m,, and there

Registration for the Senior Olympics is at 5 p.m.
and events are héld 8 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The Senior
Olympics, which are run more like an actual track *
meet, are open to anyone age 13 and older. The cost
ia $3 for adults, $2 for students.

the past, people have come from as close ay Farming-
ton, Livenin and Plymouth and as far as Dearborn
Heights and Oak Park to showease their talents and
sec how they compare with other athletes.

From field events that include long jump, high
Jjump and shat put (softball throw for the young ones)
to running events that range from a 35-meter dash to
a 3,200-meter run {for the more “well-winded” run-
ner), there is a little something for averyone ot the
Redford Olympics.

But whatever an athlete’s forte, he or she is in fora
day of fun and - if the traditien continues — sun.

Pleaso see OLYMPICS, C4

817y PaoTo aY Bus. Bremax
All-ﬂmo M Harnsan coach Jahn Hemngum considers senior-
. Drew Stgnton (above) the best baseball player in school history.
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