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et Woyne Memorial and the
other fine scasons we had in the
area from teams like Farming-
ton Harrison, Catholic Central,
(Wnuttnnd) Jahn‘Glenn and
who was ably uasialcd thia sca-
son by Anthony Holyazko and
Mike Dominick.

+ This year’s All-Observer squad
featurcs several familiar names
including Drew Stanton, Harri-
gon; Brandon Ajlouny, John
Glenn; Ryan Rogowski, Redford
CC; James Melvin, Redford
Thurston; and Teny Luttman,
Farmington.

Introducing the 2002 All-
.Observer baseball squad as
selected by the sports stafl with
input from area coaches:

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM

Bllly Robe, Stevenson: The senlor
righthander had an sstounding scason
on the mound with o 12-3 record, ona
save ond 80 1.74 comed run average.

in 16 appeorances he threw 12 com-
plete games. Ho stiuck out 97 batters in
96,2 (nnings en route to All-Western
Lokes Activities Assoclation ond second-
toam Dhvision | alkstate honors.

"Rabo holds school records for Innings
pitched and wins in a season:

" *Billy took the field totally focused and
driven to taka his team to the stato
chiampionship,” Welngarden said.

“He was absolutely a workharse on the
mound. He would throw a complete gama
on Friday and come bock Monday and
throw enother,

“He wos the roason for ouf tourna:
ment success.”

Jlmmy Barter, Wayne: The crofty sen-
*ifor lef-hander was the Zebros' ace, going
7-1 this soason with an 0 84 camed run
wversgo.

Tho Al-Moga Wnite Division sclection
pitched §8.1 Innings, fanning 55 and
‘watking onty two.

Barter aiso ployed (irst base for
‘Wayno, hiting .292, a8 tho Zebras cap-
tured Mego Whito and district crowns.

“Jimmy was a clutch player who
brought the teaom to another level,™
Waoyne coach Tom wnkuﬂnln sold. “He

2002 ALL-OBSERVER
BASEBALL

FIRST TEAM ‘
P+ Bl Rabo, s., Livonia Stevenson .
P« Simmy Bartey, 1., Weyne Memoral
C - Jazon Chvistopoutas, sr., Uv. Stevenson
1B - Motk Hanson, #
10 - Eric Vojkoteky,
18- Breant Habiu, o1,
INF . Jamas Mema,

INF - Matt Homenay, 8¢, Livonla Churchill
OF - Tony Luttman, a1, Famington

OF - Proston Pieavd, sr., Famingion

OF - Ryan Rogowaki, &4., Catholic Contrat
OF - Nick Musseiman, 1., Plymouth Canton.

_ALL-OBSERVER BASEBALL

.| 1ames; Hatrleon: Jake Ghanaam, Geeg Hock-

OF » BUN Macsack, ar., Lhonia Stevenson
COACH OF THE YEAR
Horv Waingaroen, Livonia Siavenson

‘HONORABLE MENTION

Stevenson: Brian Shekell, Aaron Mar;
Cherchlll: Joo Thomes: Frankiin: Mike
Bugnall, Jagon Rowe, Jamis Fry: Canton:
Matt Staloy, Matt Hay, Andy Howatd, Carl
McDovitt; Salem: Steve Cox, Nell Kowalix,
Draw Porting, Miks Anuch; Farmingtons Andy
Brown, Tim DaPaulls, Chris Chesney; Joe

ing, Nick Vitunta; Andy Wingert. Bili Richason,
Mixe Sachs, Danny Dolg; N. Fammington:
Justin Prinsteln, Jason John

and 23 walks in 58 1/3 Innings.

“In 32 years, | think he’s tha best alk-
round basoball ployer Horison has over
had, and he lod us to two greot years,”
cooch John Hermrington said, adding Stan-
1on was the first to draw serlous intarest
from Major Leagua clubs.

Stonton, an allkstate quarterdack who
mode the Division § all-state first team in
baseboll, said he wouid honar a commit-
mont to play football ot Michigan State
and was not drafted.

“He set 11 school recards and the one
that meant the most 1o me {was RBI},"
Herrington added. *Although he was a
@eot pitcher, ha drove in the most runs
{118 In two years). To me that's the
mark of & true, clutch playes.”

Brandon Allouny, John Glenn; The sen-

Qlenn; Kyl Ruthowsk), Cralg Lewls, Wil
Massey; Townsend, Ciwis Judd;

DH - Kavio Zerbo, Jr.,
! SECOND TEAM

P Wil Konnedy, |, John Glera

P - Rob Whipplo, sr., Farm. Haison

P~ Josh Anthony, at., Piymouth Agape:

C- fisan Comavata, sr, Plymouth Clvtstian
18 + Boo Houching, s¢., Faminglon

18 - Dave Madigan, a1., Reaford Thurston
INF - Jog Kondrataly, 87, Plymouth Camton
1KNF - Ryon Yoara, 81, Wayne Memorial
INF - Ricky Vendle, s1., John Glenn

INF - Bryan Smith, Jr,, Nocth Farmiogion

OF - Shiran Anwtett, 81, Roctford Vhurston
OF - Andraw Cakdwell, sc., Wayne Memorial

Lutheran Westiand; Rob Sinclaw, Ryan Watx-
ar, Matt Nolter; Redford $t, Agatha: Dan
Doulter; Cathollc Caatral: Rysn Gatlagher,
Jeft Kiemiec, Joff Schutx: Garden Clty: Billy
Coyle, Mike Harding, Dan Graham; Rediord
Union: John Hageman, Shawn Meyars, Matt
Thielsman; Redtord Thurston: Keith Ablett,
Keovin' McMaasmon, Travis Farkas; Livonta
Clarancevitie: Chartes Bolonder, Adem Car-
pentar, Josh Young; Plymauth Chriatlsn;
Mark Erickson, Ctay Welton; Agepet Peul
Anlettner; Westland Huron Valley Luthecan:
Josh Dorow, Dave Anderson,

The Division | second-tesm oll-stater
and Al'WLAA selection batted 460 with
six homers and 25 RBI.

On the mound, he went 5-3 with o
1.75 ERA, including a ang-hitter against
Walled Loke Western ond o two-hittor
against WLAA champion Formington Hanlk
son,

I think Mark Is one of the bast ployers
In the motro ared, and thal is why ho was
sclected to the ali-star game,’* Canton
coach Scott Dickey said, "He was also
one of the best in the oroa defensivaly
and proved himself offensivety,”

Erle Vojthofaky, Redford CC: On an
all-aren team thot has 13 senlors out of
15 spots, o freshman certainly stands
out on 1hot Jist. This tist Isn’t the only
place that CC freshmon Eclc Vojtkofsky
stood out In 2002.

was a true
under prossure, We cnllud him the ‘tce
Man' the way he came thzough.
" *He was not a throat last yoor, but
then he bacome aimost unhittabla this
. sopson,"”
. Jason Christopoulos, Stevenson: The
serilor cutcher batted .268 with 39 Hits,
.including five homers, two triples and
‘seven doubles,

The AIWLAA and all-reglon pick
knocked In 32 runs with 8 .613 slugging
porcentage. Ho is third olktime In career
hits ot Stevanson. Defcnsively,

. Chilstopoulas also excelied, throwing out
+ 17 of 31 boso stevlers.

+ -=Jason developed Into o fina cotches,"
1 Welngarden sold. “Ho has a rifio for an
afm,

~:*Offensively, he came thiough in the
luteh with late-nning herolce sgainst
Glnnn. Churchill and Garden City. He
‘wimed himsalf Into an alt-around player.”
i Mark Hanson, Centon: The senlor,
Jended 1o Michigan State o3 a walk-on,
1od the Chiefs offensively and defensivaly
ipis scason.

) y had a debut for
the Shamrocks, tanding the team with a
432 batting average, 41 hits, 38 R8I
and eight home runs.

He split time between catcher and first
base, and he was nomed AliCatholic in
his first year. Ho also committed aniy ono
eror In the fiold.

"1 roally (ke his poise as an nuﬂole.
not just as o freshman,” CC eoach John
Salter soid. *He matuted vory carly and
be hos oxcellent slze.

“He become mote vocal the second
half of tho sepson, and you need your
cotcher to be the feader on the field. He
will becomo thot for us.”

Brent Hoblitz, Lutheran Westland: The
B-foot4, 195-pound senlor made the Divi-
sion IV afl-state fist team as ho fed the
Waontiors In just ohout avery category.

He batted 416 with one homer, 11
doubles ond 20 RBIL. He had a stugging
percentage of .573 and an onbasa over-
age of .509.

The AtkMetre Conference and allseglon
plck also threw 64.1 Innings, going 54
with 0 2,39 earned run averogoe. He

struck out 60 and walked 28,

The schaal's valodictorion who is
hoaded to Michigan also made Division
IV oll-pcademic first teom.

"It was a porfect culmination to a
coreer a8 8 fouryeor starter,” Lutheran
Westlang coach Ted Youhglas sold.
“He's the hardost warking kid ['ve ever
coached, He alwoys wanted oxtra prac-
tice. Just & super kid."”

Jamos Molvin, Thurston: It says o lot
about o batter that ho could go 2-for4 in
a gama ond octually see his battng aver-
age drop.

Thot was the case for senior James
Melvin, who followed up his firsttcam,
all-area selection last senson with on
evan better 2002 campaign.

He batted an incredible .524 for tho
soason and .594 in feogue games, Ho
drove In 33 runs with 44 hits, 15 of
which were doubles.

Melvin struck out only ninc times In 84
atbots and drow 23 walks. That good
eyo at the plote was Just onc olement
that mado Molvin such a good hitter,
according 10 coach Bob Snelt,

“Pitchera could nover fool him. Ha
never swung 8t 3 bad piteh,” Snoll said.
*He doesn’t try 1o ovespull the ball, He
hos strong hands and & quick bat, ond
Just about o of his hits were hard line
drtves.”

Drew Stanton, Harrlson: One of the
10p pioyers in the state and maybe the
country, Stanton led the Howks to two
WLAA champlonships and a 50-13 record
over two $easons.

Stanton pitched, played shortstop and
batted No. 3 in the order. He hit 474
with slx doubles, six iplos, six home
tuns and a schookyecord 58 RBI,

Hao atso scored 48 suns, had soven
sacrifices, walked 10 times, hed 21
stolen bases and struck out threo Umos
in 116 chances. Stanton was 92 o8 &
plicher with 0 0.98 ERA, 8B strikeouts

Hosted by Red Wings
Associate Coach Barry Smith
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@ One hour and fifteen minutes per day of

Ages 7-14

in the Reii Wings locker room
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ior shi ftcher helpod Glenn to a
23.8 record ond 8 share of the WLAA
Lakes Division crown with Farmington
and Stevenson as ho botted .449 {44-foc.
98) with two homers, four toples and 10
doudies.

He had a slugging percentagoe of .694
ond an onbase average of 496, Allouny
knocked in 28 runs and scored 37 en
route to AILWLAA and aileglon honars.
He also hod 11 stolen bases.

Defansively, AJlouny mode just four
orrars with 46 assists and 25 putouts.
On the mound, the Nghthander went 23
in 46.1 Innings with o 2.72 ERA. He
struck out 56 and walked only 35.

“Brandon impraved his offensive pro-
ductlon this year and praved t0 be o pret-
ty good alkaround player,” Glenn coach
Todd Dutfleld sald. “Ho's also a guy we
choose as our No. 1 pitcher.'

Matt Humanay, Churchiil: The senlor
shortstop atted No. 2 In the lincup, hit
ting .390 (39-f0r-100) with 2 team-high
34 runs scored.

He atso finished with 16 RBI and
swiped 16 bases. Humenay, who Is head-
ed for Modonnp University, olso pitched
when called upon. Ho was o three-year
starter,

“Matt Is o good contact hitter who
struck out only five times,* Churchlil
conch Herd Ostentand said. “Ho's oisa
sound defonsively and has an greot
thiowlng aim.

“He only has one Now = he tries so
hord.”

Tony Luttman, Farmington: Luttman
was Farmington’s grimary otfonsive
threat for three seasons. He copped o
fine varsity coreor by hitting .425 ana
omassing 40 RBI,

He hod 45 hits, Including seven dou-
blas, one triple ond six home runs. The
senlor rignt fielder had 15 walks, scored
30 runs and had Just 11 strikeouts In
106 atbats.

As a pitchor, ho was 4-3 with o 3.44
ERA: he had 30 strikeouts and 41 wolks
in 37 Innings.

Luttman, who wil! play at Henry Ford

Bl Rabe
Livonla Stevenson

Mark Hanson
Plymouth Canten

James Melvin
Redford Thurston

Community Coliege, made the allconfer-
ence, ail-region and Divislon | ali-stale
second teams.

He's o very intense young mon,” coach -

Peto Finn sold. “He demands a ot of
himself. He's one of the most deter-
mined ployers |'ve ever cooched.

“He wants to bo 8 ployer Bt the next
Ievel, so | push him hard for that. He has
a tot of patential. Ho's £oing 10 be suc-
cessful at whatover level of baseball he
finishes at.”

Ryan Rogowskl, Recford CC: Living'up
10 eapectotions (s often lougher than cre-
ating them. It will be very tough to fill the
shoes of senior Ryan Rogowsk!

A threoyoar storter for the Shamrocks.
Rogowski finished his career with & ,.390
batling average and was a secondteam,
all-state selection in 2001,

Drew Stanton
Farmington Harrison

Erc Voltkofsky
Cathollc Central

Beandon Aliouny
Westland John Glenn

He was also named All-Catholic the
past two yeors and is weighing playing fo
the University of Michigan next scason.

“Ryan Is very determined ond focused
to succeed,” Salter s0id. “He's one of
those guys who makes others sround
him work harder. He has 8 good eye st
the piote and & good am In the field.”

Preston Picard, Farmington: The
speedy center fielder had a big senlor
year, hitting for 8 .414 sverage with 46
hits from the lesdoff pasttion,

He demonstrated exceptional power
with 11 doubles, ane tripie, six home
(uns and 8 .694 slugging percentage. He
also had 24 REI, stole 23 bases and
scofed 40 funs.

Picard was 41 83 8 pitcher. He had 27
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BELLE TIRE « COMCAST * JACK CAULEY CHEVROLEY
Second Annual

GLS MACKER

BASKETBALL

skill levels.

Saturday will feature a SLAM DUNK contest
]udgod by local celebritios!

West Bloomheld
High School

To benetit “On My Own of Michigan”
and our Children's Fund

The best In outdoor hoops and wholesome fun!
This is more than a game, it's a family festival that takes place around
the pick-up basketball game. The high school parking lot will be filled _
with about 500 teams with basketball players of all ages, genders and ™~

" to get a team registration form
; Registration Deadline July.18, 2002

"REQGISTER YOUR TEAM TODAY!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Intarested players and volunteers

can register on-line at

www.whblib.org/wbopt

orcall
616-754-0373

(>

BELLE TIRE

WBrn

ORGANIZED BY

AND SPONSORED BY:

@hsmrcr?j Feeenlric

NEWSPAPERS

e e X
———




