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Miss Farmingtons do well
at Miss Mlchlgan pageant

B? SUE BUCK
AVF WRITER
-buckﬂou homecomm.net

Tracey Finlayson, 2001 Miss
Fnrmlngtun who handed over her
crown to the new Miss Farming-
ton Saturday night, ranked in the
top 10 at the Miss Michigan pag-
eant.

:The pageant was recently held
dt’the Frauenthal Theater in
Muskegon,

Finlayson, 23, who (inished a
bysy year representing Farming-
tprl, also juggled a time-consum-
ing carcer working as a pharma-
ceutical representative for Plizer.
A typical work week is 60 hours,
she said.

Finlayson expanded her pint-
form after winning the local
crown.

'Ongmnlly it was Earth aware-
riess,” said Finlnyson, n Farming-
ton resident. Tt became “Nurture
Vith Nature, Alzheimer's Dis.
enso Awnreness.”

“She used her business expert-
isé ta increase the public's knowl-
edgo of Alzheimers, a disease
that affects memory.

“They take pleasure in simple
things in lifc which improves
their quality of life,” Finlayson
snid of sufferers. *What I do,
every citizen can do. I am just
more visible. Anyone can volun-
tdor and make o difference.”
.-With Finlayson's help, 6,000
soedlings were delivered to Farm-
ington district schools. They
included a variety: - Eastern
White Pine, Black Walnut, White
Oak and Sugar Maple. All are
native to Michigan.

‘A May, 2000 graduate of the
University of Michigan Busi

Tracoy Finlayson

According to pagennt tradition,
Finlayson, n scholarship winner,
was to learn about the amount of
her scholarship after ahe gave up
her crown to the new Miss Farm-
ington, She plans to use the
scholarship moncy to pursue a
master's degree and take a Dale
Carnegie course,

She shares the philosophy of
her grandmother who worked ns
a paychologist: “Enjoy the jour-
ney. What you put into life, you
get out. What goes araund, comes
around.”

Local connections
Two other local women with
Miss Farmington connections did
well in the state-wide pageant.
“We have wonderful news
about the placements of local
mrls in tho recent Miss Michigan
hip pageant the prelim

S¢hool, Flnlaywn played piano
for.her part in tho talent competi-
lmn.

to Miss Americn,” announced
Penny Corsi, mother of former
Miss Farmington Angela Corsi,

Angela Corsl

who was the youngest in the top
10 at Miss Michigan at 20 years
old.

Angela is the current Miss
Great Lokes. The Farmington
Hills resident and o 2000 gradu-
ate of Mercy High School, is a
Junior at Michigan State Univer-
sity.

Her platform was “Countless
Histories, One Future: Dwermy

DDA from page Al

A mecting of the full board
would be open to the public,
under the Open Meetinga Act.
Interviews were not open in the
past, he said.

The DDA was formed in 1986
and jts first executive director
Wendy Strip Sittsamer was
hired within the first year,
Oglesby snid.,

When Downey was inter-
viewed the first time, she said it
was before Farmington City
Manager Bob Deadman and two
DDA members.

As she recalled, she was one of
three candidates then. The sec-
ond interview was before the full
DDA board but she couldn’t
remember if there were any
ather candidates.

Expert advice

Bill Richards, Farmingten
nssistant city manoger, is pro-
cessing the applications, at the
request of the bonrd and city
wmanager Frank Lavhoff,

Richards said he has expertise
in the personnel business and
alao works as a consultant for
the Michi ipal League.

mid-August, with Richards and
two professionals he will select.
These professionals are experi-
enced and work outside the
Farmington arcu, he said.

Richards will narrow the field
of candidates, now at 26, to eight
by the end of July.

The search/uelection commit.
tee will not see the original pool
of applicants, Richards said.

To have a “genuine dialogue,”
Richards hopes that neither the
oral exam or the interviews of
the three finalists before the
ueur:h committee will be pubhc

he number one fear in
America is public speaking,”
Richarda said. “It's difficult for
most people to do.”

Add the stress of an employ-
ment interview and neither the
applicant nor the questioners
can freely discusa topics, he said.

“It has a chilling effect on
interviews,” Richards said.

The threc-member DDA
search committee will interview
the three finalists, Richards
said.

“It's

Richard,

about chemistry,”
said. “It's about fit in

He adds that he will do this for
the city of Farmington at no
ndditional cost. Consulting pays
more than his job as assistant
city manager, Richards snid,
Oral inations will be in

QOutreach.” In the talent P
tion, she performed lyrical ballet.

Madonna Emond, a Livonia
resident and the current Miss
Washtenaw, was the first runner-
up in Miss Farmington 2000-
2001 and the Miss Michigan pag-
cant.

Emond, 21, a 1999 Mercy High
School graduate, attends Enstern
Michigan University.

Her platform was “Education
and Recreation for the Specinl
Needs Community,” She per-
formed a jazz dance in the talent
competition,

CAMPAIGN CORNER

"-" M The Executive Committee
:6f the Farmington Aren Repub-
-lican Club, ncting on behalf of
tta board of directors,
ahnounced the group is making
*a-stand on two batlot proposals
n the Aug. 6 primary election.

“»The group is encouraging

.['members to support Proponal

©02-01, which wouid require the
«atate Legislaturc to vote on its

own pay increnses before such
recommended increases could
go into effect. The group said it
believes the measure will help
to create a more responsive
breed of elected officials.

‘The group is encouraging a
“no” vote for the Oakland Coun-
ty Transportation millnge, how-
ever. Members said their pri-
mary contention is it is a tax

increase and that property own-
crs in the city of Farmington
Hills can anticipate o small tax
increase thls racnl year and

the orgnnization and alignment.”

He's hopeful that people will
respect the fact that open inter-
views are not productive to the
process. *I hope I don't have to
ask that legal question,™

He acknowledges that open
interviews ore done in some
communities. .

At least one business owner
asked to have input, Richardg
said. “The time to have had
input was prior to development . -
of the job position,” Rxcharda |
snid. -
He expects the final cnndlduu:
will be presented to the DDA
board in September.

Plymouth interviews

In Plymouth, which is nlso
looking for a DDA director, more
than 100 applications were
received.

The DDA board and city offi-
cials interviewed cight top candi-
dates for the position. When the
cight finalista were chosen, their
names were released to the press
and the interviews were open to
the public.

That number was \ﬁluuled
down to three after interviews
held June 26-27. Plymouth: has
9,300 residents; Farmington
about 10,000 residents.

‘The Plymouth DDA position
will pny between $46,800-
$56,160.

To apply for the Fnrmmglon
DDA position, call the city man-
ager's office at (248)474-5500.

Business center partners with Chamber

The Michi Small B

Dnvulopmcm Center at Eastern
Michigan University and the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce entered
into an agreement to open a MI-
SBDC satellite office at the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce to pro-
vide no-cost counseling and low-
cost training to new and existing

znn U y College of Busi-
nesas, “We are especlully excited
about this relationship because
the Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce has
embraced the MI-SBDC mission
with enthusinsm. We expect this
office to be of great service to a
wide range of small businesses
in Oakland County.”

Oakland County small b
8.

“In our first year as host of the
Quakland, Wayne and Monroe
County MI-SBDC program, we
have sought to establish strong
partnerships that will enable us
to provide meaningful service

there ia a |
facing property owners for
repniring the sewer system.
Algo, people are facing increas-
ea in their water bills, members
stated,

thr the metro area small
business community,” said Dean
Earl Potter of the Enstern Michi-

Carliegh Flaharty, President,
of the Farmi /F

Hills Chamber of Commeree
agrees. “The Chamber sees this
partnership with MESBDC as a
natural fit because we find amall
business owners often require
stronger business planning skills
necessary to start or expand
their own company. MI.SBDC's
expertise is in developing those
abilities und helping the small

business community prosper.”
Specifically, the
SBDC/FFHCC partnership
offer the following serviees:
W Individua) Counaelin,
fosgionn] busi Tt

pr
will be on the site at the FFHC
to provide free guidance on a
one-on-one basis.

M Rescarch: The gathering of
secondary information to aid
market analysis and business
planning at no-cost to small
business clients.

8 Training: Nationnlly priced
workshops will be held monthly
at the FFHC on starting, operat-,
ing, marketing and ﬁnnncmg o
small business.

For more information eall thu
Chamber at {248) 474-3440,

Subscribe to the Observer for local news coverage!

Glass Breaks...your trust in us won't.
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Insviated Glass

Wall Glass

Replaced
Standard 6 ft. size
(34"x76"

With this coupon  Expires 7-31-02 1

Patio Door Glass
Buy wnigt, gedt 1/2
the sec®mEl &e
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15% off

E Slull‘"% Door

Replacement
L With this coupon ¢ Expires 7-31-02

AUBURN HILLS 2100 Walton Bivd 248.377.4044
BERKLEY. 27501 Woodward Ave.......248.543.4046
CANTON.....0vaeresae ++6196 Canton Center Rd.......734.459.6440

TROY

3903 Roch Rd

22850 Van Born.........

313.292.6310
248.476.0730
734.261.9050

SOUTHFIELD «.ceveieeressees 24055 W. 10 Mile Rd..........248.353.1500

248.528.0900

ANY OTHIR OFFER,

WATERFORD TWP.
COMMERCE TWP......... 2891 Haggerty Rd..ine.ne.. 288.624.2288

d Rd

6215 Highl

*Second unit of equal or lesser volue. "HALF OFF THE SECOND" SALE 82 COMBINED
OFFIRS GOOD FOR MATERIAL ONXY, oﬂ--q-bnuy.ﬂ,m

248.666.1690
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