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= |Festival offers cool new twists
H\'llld‘mg on a tradition of success, this  Founders Film Festival, featuring free Parade,
"Ares Found jounc

year's Festival
promises three days packed with activi.
tics, entertainment and fun for area resi-
dents.

The biggest news for those who visit the
Ox Roast Test is that the tent will be air
conditioned, rather than having the air

gs of the movie classic, “The
‘Wizard of Oz," starring Judy Garland, at
the Farmington Civic Theatre, Film
enthusinsts will also want to participate
in the Dorothy Look-Alike contest, held
Thursday at 6 p.m., just before the first
showing at 6:30 p.m.

Those with questions about delivery of
the Farmington Observer or who just
want to cool off with a cookic and a glass
of lemonade, may stop by the Farmington
Observer office from 10 a.m. to noon on
Saturday, July 20, during the parade,

Home delivery manager Nikki Smith

b

SUMGJ, i

M Dear Readers:

Today's edition of your
homelown Farminyton
Observer has a fresh new
look and a new tize,

It's leaner ~ 1.5 inches nar-
rower ~ easier to hold and
updated with a frash new
typeface, headline style and
graphics,

We've changed your
Farminglon Observer while
making sure to maintain its
hometown appe 1l with the
same great local coverage of
whal's going on ir and
around farminglon and
Farmington Hills.

We've improved the lypog:
raphy so your Ohserverts
easfer to read,

+ And we are intreducing a
few feft-hand column on the
front page and 2!l section
fronts wilh short, timely ang
informative local news and
photographs.

* As always, we welcome
your comments. You ¢can
reach me at (73} 4532100
or by e-mail at srosiek@oe.
homecomin.net

- Sincerely,

Susan Rosiek,

’ .
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* Executive Editor

Suzanne Lichtman

Shuttling around

What's the most imporlant
thing to keep in mind while
you're trying to y«t around
the Farminglon Area
Founders Festival?

Given afl the 1534 ¢on-
struclion and articipated
traffic as thous: nc's of visi-
tors descend on dewntown
Farminglon, it's nrobably
knowitig your a'ter nalives,
says testival it Lor
Suzaane Lichtm 1.

She’s coordin. ling this
year's event wilit luts of help
from husband G 1ry and
daughter Hatatiz- < not to
taention a cadre of commit-
fee chairs and v.unteers.

A shuttle will te available
at Farminglon Hqh, where
falks can park in 3 spacious
lot.

Pick up points on Grand
River will be af Viarner, near
Dmitei's and at /et on the
Grand, west of [yzmington
Road, Salern Chuich on
Qakland at Gran | River, has
agreed to provice handi-
capped parking sithout
charge,

The Lichtman® 2'so remind
everyone there w1 be a
Dorolhy Look-A: ko Contest
at 6 p.m. tonight 1 Inursgay)
before the shoy..ug of “The

circulnted with fans as it was last year.
The cooling touch will be delivered by
AGGREKO,

Among this year's new events, the

Grand River between Orchard Lake

and Gill Roads will closc at 9:45 a.m. on
Saturday morning and re-open at around

and circulation manager Michelle Austin
will be on hand to answer questions, They
will have details about special promotions

1 p.m. for the Botsford Founders Festival
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FOUNDERS FESTIVAL

Kelly Zander
begins reign
as Miss
Farmington

BY JOKT HUBRED
STATE WAITER

Kelly Marie Zander was sur-
prised to be crowned Miss
Farmington/Oakland County dur-
ing ceremondes held Saturday
night, but for lier, that wasn't the
evening's most stunning moment.

~What really shocked ine was
when I won the talent award,” she
said, noting she'd performed a tap

my favorite things to do. I've been
dancing since I was three”

In the audience then and at the
William Costick Center in
Fuemington Hills were her parents
Alan and Janet, cheering heron
with younger sister Laura.

“When I was in the middle of my
tap routine, I could hear them
cheering”

She’s been perfecting hier routine
since her appearance in last year's
pageant, which was held at the
Farmington Civie Theatre. Zander
apprecinted the additional stage
space for her performance, as well

ties.
“Fram the girls aspeet, we all
enjoyed it,” she said. "It was won-

“Mentoring,” o topic close to
cart. She enjoys going back to
work with efementary school stu-
dents at Wooddnle, where she

soon with Superintendent of
Schools Boly Maxfield to talk about
program ideas. Ultimately, she'd

dance rautine, "It's probably onc of

T could hear them,” Zander said.

as the roomier dressing reom facili-
Zander's platform for the coming

attended classes, and plans to meet

tike to sce more high school juniors

PLEASE SEE REIGN, A2
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Tracey Fintayson crowns Kelly Masle Zander Lhe new Miss Farmington/Oakland County.

Time
limits are
back

Hills re-sets the
speaking clock

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Farmington Hills Mayor
Nancy Bates said Monday it's
time to reinstate the time limit
rule for public comment during
city council mectings.

The rule has been ignored for
the past severnl years,

I try to treat citizens wilha
respeet,” she said.

Bates said the rule needs to be
imposed as a reaction to reeent

“personn attacks on council
members and in an effort to
limit the length of mcetingstoa
reasonable hour so people
involved with issues on the
agendn have time to speak.

The mayor suid she will rein+
state the three-minute rule fora
single person to address the
council and five minutes fora
group representative to speak.

The mayor said abyone wish-
ing to speak longer than the
allotted time may wait until the
end of the meceting for another
three or five minute time slot.

‘The council meeting may not
be an appropriate forum for
longer discussions, she said, and
such issues could be addressed
by the city administration dur-
ing work hours,

Bates safd Mayor Pro Tem
Christopher McRac will be the
time keeper and will give 30-
second warnings when the limit

PLEASE SEE LIMITS, A2

Akouri backs local
control, Prop A

BY PAUL . FACE
STAFF WRITER

Johin Akouri, 87, believes his ties to the community
im the best person ta represent the
gton area’s 37th House District when voters ta

make h
T

the primary polls August 6.
The longti | for the ¥

BY SUEBUCK
STAFF WRITER

discussion.

Family background
~encouraged Knol

Valerie Knol, who is seeking the Republican nod
for siate representative August 6, grew up in a family
in which politics and religion were nightly topies of

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

and former press seeretary and ditector of communi-
cations to U.S. Rep. Joe Knollenberg has been a life-

tong resident of the district,

During college, Akouri said he got involved in the

PLEASE SEE AKOURI, AS

Party

That d Knol, 31,2
and Republican to run for political office. Shesn

resident

Township.

rthe 5
group at Johinson Controls, Inc. in Plymouth

PLEASE SEE KNOL, AS

Sever banks on
local experience

Tetry Sever is giving up his spot on the Oakland
County Board of Commissioncrs, which he's held
since 1998, to run for state representative,

Sever, 51, and a 26-year Farmington Hills
Republican, sclls real estate for Century 21in
jstems Livonia. He's banking on his local politieal expericnce
to win the three-way prima;

Sever says he's someone who can build consensus.

. PEASESE SEVER, AS

August 6.
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Who do we recommend In the upcomin .

Democratic and Republican primary races for Michigan Governor? )
Check the OPINION PAGE In thie section, : ~J
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