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nd how Lindsey
oF feels about

Shakespeare.

Incollege,

had the

opportunity

- ppcrfurm
R, “the role of
Julict in one
of the scenes
from Romeo
& Julict on
stage. Tstill
know many of
the lines by
heart. It's
funny how
great words
tend to stick
with you
. through the years,

Shakesprare is timeless and
appeals to audiences of all ages,
Even though only 13, Mergener
would trave] anywhere to expe-
rience the mystery and magic of
the Bard, For the past twe years
the Farmington Hills resident’s
faithfully gonc to the Michigan
Shakespeare Festival in
Jackson's Ella Sharp Park. This
season she's particularly inter-
ested in secing Ronteo & Juliet,
one of two tragedies rotating
from July 18 to Aug. 4 in the
cighth annual festival, Othello,
directed by Johin Neville-
Andrews the festival artistic
director, opens Thursday, July
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“I'm interested in seeing i it
will be played us a love story or
as a lust story,” said Mergener,
who's been studying theater
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and English at Yale University
since gmduating from
Farmington High School, *I've
read Romeo & Juliet more than
once but never scen it per-
formed live and always wanted
to.

“The Michigan Shakespeare
Festival is unlike anything clse
around here. It’s an incredible
authentic experience, The stage
is just Jike in Shakespeare'’s
times with a balcony. The nice
thing nbout it is it's outside. As
the performance goes on you'll
sce the night sky. Isaw
AMacbeth last year. It kind of
paralleled the nature elements.
It makes for really cool shad-
ows and effects ns the sun’s
going down.”

Like Mergenet, Paul Riopelle
appreciates the words of
Shakespeare so much that he
docesn't mind rehearsing seven
haurs a day, six days o week.
The New York actor plays
Romeo in the production
directed by John Seibert and
‘Terry Heck. This is his second
season with Michigan
Shakespeare Festival, Last year
he played Richard 111,

“1t’s really a play about com-
ing of age,” said Riopelle, “They
both really grow up withina
matter of days, By the end
they've grown up to the point
where they've developed love
and devotion to each other that
they're willing to kil them-
selves”

Although Riopelic’s per-
formed in productions ranging
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MICHIGAN SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

What: Romeo & Juliet and Othello .

When: Opens with Othello 8 p.m. Thursday, July 18, and contin-
ues 2 p.at. and 8 p.m. Thursday-Sunday to Sunday, Aug. 4
Where: Ella Sharp Park, Jackson.

Tickets: $16, 8 children age 12 and under. For informatien or
directions, call (517) 788-5032 or (517) 780-4808

Family Show: Alice Through the Looking Glass 5:30 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, July 20-21, 27-28 and Aug. 3-4. Tickets $6,
free for children when accompanied by paid adult

from Cat on a Hot Tin Reofat
Meadow Brook Theatre in
Rochester Hills to Pieasso at
the Lapin Agile at the
Performance Network in Ann
Arbor and Ghosts by Moonlight
at Battery Park City Parks in
New York, his most memorable
roles were with the National
Shakespeare Company in New
York, Cincinnati and
St 1oah Shik festi-

there's not a genuine chemistry
between actors that's hard to
fake. She makes it an casy job
t0 go out every night and fall in
love with her”

Richard Redman {inds play-
ing Juliet’s father equally as
attractive but he's also having
fun with the ck

He's very autocratic. You proba-
bly wouldn't want him for a
dad. In Othello I'm only in the
first three scenes as
Desdemona’s father Brabantio
then I die and come back s
Gratiano. The director made
them twin brothers to save
money.

“But the outdoor setting in
the park is what's special to me.
1t’s glorious but allows an cle-
ment of intimacy.”

The setting is one of the rea-
sans Trudy Mason loves play-

" ing The Nurse in Romeo &

Julict. Mason has more than
40 years experience as an
actress starting in high school
in Toronto where she was born
and raised. She's done produc-
tions all over including
Meadow Brook Theatre,
Jewish Ensemble Theatre in
‘West Bloomficld, The Purple
Rose in Chelsea, San Francisco
Shak Festival, and San

Brabantio and Gratiano in
Othello. Redman formed nlove
for Shak at John Glean

vals, and the Michig;\n festival,

“Shakespeare is my first Jove
because of the langunge,” snid
Riopelle who grew up in
Rivenview. "He's able to express
things exactly the way we're
fecling.

“Romeo is a role I've reatly
wanted to play. A Romeo is
only as good s his Juliet
(played by Victoria Walters). IT
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High Schoal in Westland and
has spent the last three years
enjoying a variety of roles at the
festival in Jackson. In Othello,
Redman dies and returns to
talk about it.

"Playing Lord Capulet in
Romeo & Julict is wonderfully
challenging to make hima
human being.” said Redman,
“He's not a very nice person.
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NOW SHOWING AT THESE THEATRES!
__AMC FORUM 30 __ _AMC LIVONIA 20 |
AMC WONDERLAND BEACON EAST BIRMINGHAM racisonm
[ MIR SOUTHGATE 20 | NOVI TOWN CTR. 8 |PHOENIX atsumaces s |
| SHOWCASE oramsons | SHOWCASE rovruc | SHOWCASE stumme s |
SHOWCASE wistuane,

avielong

“THE HIGH-END NAIL-BITER OF THE SUMMER”

“ACINEMATIC TRIUMPH THAT HRS ACADEMY AWARDS WRITTEN ALLOVERIT.
LR o Wersmrser .

“POWERFUL! HARRISON FORD HAS NEVER BEEN BETTER”
“A POWERFUL AND IMPORTANT FILM. GRIPPING.

*K-19; THE WIDDWMAKER' 1S A PDWERFUL,
COMPELLING DRAMA WITH INTENSE,
INTELLIGENT PERFORMERS.

“HARRISON FORD AND (1AM NEESON
KEEP THE SPARKS FLYING INTHIS
CHILING THRSLLER™

THE WIDOWMAKER

W R19MOVIE COM nan rals

aengs sehic sum

. STARTS TOMDRROW!

{___CANTONG __J M) SOUTHGATE 20 [PHORNIX 1t ms uo c1a. o]

Francisco Repertory Company.
This is her first performance at
the Michigan Shakespeare
Festival and she's excited

Otrserver & Eccentric | Thursday, July 18, 2002
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oor festival brings Shakespeare to life

about all of the plays,

“Qutdoor Shakespeare is the
only way to go," said Mason,
“It's the way it started, It
throws me back to Elizabethan |
times because it's very casual.
We're not as impromptu as .
Shakespeare’s players but
there's still a sense of anything
can happen.

“Anybody who has not scen
Shakespeare for the fear of it
being to far above their heads
should try it. Mast amazing are
the fight scenes that young men
would totally enjoy. St in the
18th-19th century, Romeo &
Juliet is romantic. Anyone
coming to see long flowing
dresses won't be disappointed
cven though the directors move
it ahead a few centuries.

“Othellois with the same
company. It's a contemporary
version of military today and
there's also o family show Alice
Through the Looking Glass
that's a great way to introduce
young children to theater.”
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DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

AT MEADOW BRO

| Starry Nights of Picnics,
Ab F,L'?WQ"‘S Q,Great Music!

OK MUSIC FESTIVAL

@ Hunhing!

Summer Fantasia 2002 :
FRIDAY, JULY 18 AT 8 PM :

Pard Migh, contetor
BACH

TCHAIKOYSKY
MUSSORGSKY
BEETHOVEN

M Toccaus and Fugue
in D Minot
utcrscher (cacempis)
t on Bald Monrain .
Symphany No. § (1ut mue) 4 .

€LOAR Tnmp and Citcumstance

Rom:
SATURI

an Festival
DAY, JULY 20 AT 8 PM

Paud Migi, concuetr
Cache Licad, paro

BERUIOZ

Romun Carnival Overture

) RACHMANINOFF  T'ano Concerto No. 3
RESPIGHI  The Fountaim of Rome

The Pines of Rome:

Radio Days
SUNDAY, JULY 21 AY 7:30 PM
Five By Design, yocatsis

Interweaving dazaling wcals with segments
from vinuge adio programs. the sentations]
voaal quintet Five by Devign presents a fully
staged 19403 musicat retrospective.
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i rRiDAY, JULY 20 AT 8 PM

| Brahms-by-the-Brook

BATURDAY. JULY 27 AT 8 PM

Celebratin,
Sarzh Vaughan with

Dianne Reeves
3 BUNDAY. JULY 28 AT 7:30 PM

¢ Best of Baroque

5 FRIDAY. AUQ. 2 AT 8 PM

1

Mozart-in-the-Meadows
BATURDAY, AUD. 3 AT & PR

Return to Camclot: /1
Lemer & Loewe Songbook ;

BUNDAY, AUQ. 4 AT 7:30 PM

Tchaikovsky Spectacular,
FAMDAY. AUG. 8 AT 8 PM %
BATURDAY, AUQ, 10 AT @ PM
Fraturing the complcse 112 Oventure

Sandi Patey




