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Musicians focus
on tradition
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. * S e MICHIGAN JAZZ FESTIVAL
n u a I c l a n a Zz es Iva What:  Performances by 26 groups including seven big
N . bands. Admission and parking are free. Food and
beverages available at an outdoor food court and

w‘fl’t":f:iliclc:‘;; ::ﬂmﬂr::l}?;?:m ;:::;;{.“L‘;‘:“(‘Sr:ll:};::‘: 'l"l'}m the Ocelot Gril! and American Harvest Restaurant In
any problem remembering her of music and it's free” the Waterman Center
nngc. The s;«;m}hndd singer Chris Collins music would When:  Noon to 10:30 p.m. Sunday, July 21
performs with the Matt probably fit into the unusual Where: Schoolcraft College, 1B600 Haggerty Road, between
Michacls Tro at 6 p.m. on the category. His latest CD Jnzz Six and Sevten Mil?!el.ivonig Fo?qmotrye m'aor :lll iE
Lear Stage in the red tent, Prom the Shamrock Shore 4 . malion,
Ware is a frequent guest of blend traditional Irish and call (248) 474-2720 or (

SThat’s not jnzz,” said Midge

Ellls referring to the Intest

i trind to call casy listening

i mbisic smooth juzz.

i ‘Textbooks on music history

. sebm to agree listing Charlie

: Parker, Duke Ellington, Count

- Basie, Billie Holiday, Dizzie
Gillespie, Thelonius Monk, and
John Coltrane as the masters of
America’s only true art form.
That's why Ellis is so adamant
about shawensing straight-
ahead, Big Band, Dixieland,
and Bebop at the eighth annunl
Michigan Jazz Festival, This

- yéar's all-day jam session is no

exception with 26 groups play-

-ing all of these styles, On

: Sundny, July 21, more than 180

musicians will have the audi-

eriee on the caumpus of

Schoolcraft College swinging.

+John Trudeil and Tom

! Saunders select the performers,”

- sald Ellis, a long-time Livonia

- resident to whom the festival is
dedieated this year. Ellis was
responsible for bringing in such
greats as Stan Kenton to play
the Clarenceville Jazz Series
from 1969 to the enrly 1980s in
-Livonia.

FI'm excited about the new
bands,” said ENis, “It’s good that
more musicisns are hearing
about it and want to be playing
ir it. We have Brad Sharp from
Toledo and everything from Big
Band to the Dixicland sounds
of the Tartar Sauce Jozz Band,
Bebop, Hopelully we cover the
bases and there's lots of free
parking. The program lists all
the musicians so when people
hear someone they like they'll
know who he or she is”

Matt Michaels, a Southfield
pianist and co-director of jazz
studics at Wayne State
University, He and his trio
(Dan Jordan of ‘Tray, bass and
Jerry McKenzie, Farmington
Hills, drums) perform cvery
Wednesday at Ron's Fireside
Inn in Garden City.

At the festival, Ware will
introduce her third C Let Me
Off Uptown recorded in the
Wayne State University studio
with Michaels and his trio.

“It's straight up jnzz,” snid
Ware who plays Jnzz
Wednesdays, July 24, and every
other Wednesday at MotorCity
Casino, Audiences alt over town
will recognize the sounds from
her regular appearances ata
varicly of venues. On Sept. 27,
she'll play a benefit for the
Birmingham ¥YMCA at the San
Marina Club in Troy.

“I grew up listening to Nat
King Cole, Ella Fitzgerald and
Lione] Hampton, and always
wanted to be a singer but I
never thought it was a dream 1
would realize,” snid Ware who
began singing ionall;

Barbara Ware introduces the Michigan
Jazz Festival audience to selectlons
from her new CD Let Me Off Uplown
recorded In the Wayne State
University studio with the Matt
Kichaels Trio.

Rochester Hills but first he and
the Detroft Reed Collective take
to the Inmart/Boll stage in the
Lower Waterman building at
Schoolcraft College 12:15 p.m.
Sunday, July 21 to play every-
thing from Ragtime to Swing
and avante-garde. Later this
year he and band member Paul
Onachuk play the Fisher
Theatre production of Some
Like it Hot opening Dec., 3 for
three weeks, and 42nd Street nt
the Masonic Temple upening
Oct. 22 for three woeks,

*“The Michigan Jazz Festival

after taking an carly retire~
ment, “The Michigan Jazz
Festival has got such great his-
tory. It's an honor to perform
there”

Mark Berger feels the same
way. The Ferndale horn player
frequently can be heard in con-
certs and Broadway shows
throughout the arca, On Aug.
11, he performs as a sideman
with the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra at Meadow Brook
Musie Festival on the campus
of Qakland University in

is a great outlet for local talent
(o be heard and featured,” said
Berger, a Ferndale resident.
“It's nice to play for a jazz lis-
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Tune-in Bob allison’s

Jazz music. The recording was
intreduced on the Bz
Vespers serics in Birmingham
an St. Patrick’s Day. Collins is
co-director of jazz studies at
‘Wayne State University and
director of the WSU Jazz
Band, and plays with the DSO
on their jezz series. He and his
group finished a 10-day tour of
South Africa just in time to per-
form their tunes about mytho-
logical creatures in Irish folk-
lore 4:45 p.m. on the
Inmart/Boll stage,

“I was at the Glasgow
Scotland Jazz Festival four
years ago when he decided to
spend some time in Ireland,”
suid Collins of Romea, °1
arrived in Dublin and went into
a pub where 1 heard a flute and
fiddle player. It was iring.
complex, intense music yet the
general publie were enjoying it
I returned to take up the penny
whistle and flute and started
studying the standard tunes
and they in turn started work-
ing their way into my compaosi-
tions, Two years ago { decided
1o blend I and jazz tradi-
tions into n n-memnber
band composed of penny whis-
tle, harp, fiddle, bass, drums
and piane. The music is a long
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734) 459-2454

term pursuit of mine. I'm going
back to Ireland in fall to contin-
ue my studies in musicon a
WSU grant to study Sligho
style”

Eileene Standley can't wait to
hear what Collins creates but
for now she’s content to listen
tothe new sound he'll play at
the Michigan Jazz Festival,
Standiey, a Piymouth pianist,
has played the event before and
serves on the committee which
produces the event.

“I'm looking forward to Chiris

Collins,” said Standley, “He has
two wamen - one who played
barp with the DSC on their
European tovr and she’s going
to bring an Irish harp. The
other plays violin. And [ can’t
wait to hear the Detroit Reed
Collective. I'm excited beeause
it's four woodwinds. Its differ-
ent. There's no rhythm section.
1love the newness of the festi-
val and I'love the old guys
who've been around.”
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This summer,
walch the stars come out
at the “new” Ficedom
Hin Amiphitheater. Enjoy
yaur favorite enferininers
in comfort and style withe
* extrn wide pavilion

cts % plenly of icgmon

eedom Hill
/c/z,z'M edter

gers——Michae! Bofton

SR D ()

ly 20 ) 1gust Sc;l.l_:nll)er &
Franklin the Turtle *
110m & 7pm
Al Green & Ane Neshy

Little Bear + 11am & 7pin 14
Kenny Rogers

The Verve Pipe. Robert
Bradley’s Blackwater
Surprise & Rubyhorse

Billy Rny Cyrus

& Tammy Cochran

The Rippingtons, David
8cnail and Jean tue-Ponty
Trinlty lrish Dance Company Sept 6

Tommy Lee v ts On Sale N

Festa laliana 2002
 Chililmm's Senves $30

15
16
17
23
25 Georgpe Benson
& Nawlie Cale
Aaron Carter

FREEDOM HiLL AMPHITHEATER

SUNVIRTER 200=

The Hill is Alive with the Sounds of Music

Tickets Available
ihru Fencdoae Hit)
Amphitheator

Ticke:r O

(Conme Feancis, Sn) Richards
& Mo Gaytors)

Michacl Bolton

. Frankie Vatli & The Fou

B ’ . - 4 Fellx Cavaliere & The Ra:

: g Lou Christie and The Association
1964 Tribute ~

Salule to the Beatles

Al sleerwes aoik dates
are sulyect @ change

Tickets

www feeectombiilast

FREEDOM HILL «- OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC *« TICKET WINDOW
FRANKIE vaLtl
& THE FOUR SEASONS, .
FELIX CAVALIERE
& THE RASCALS,
LOU CHRISTIE
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