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Here are answers to some gardening questions

A

point.

gardeners have questions about

eir favorite hobby atone time or
another, so we'll get dght to the

Q Ilw can ) Increase my nuhvundm

Az Rightaftera
heavy rain or when
you have decply
watered the bare
arcas where you
want additional
plants, cut off the top
Ieaf cluster, with its
cntire stem, right to
the top of the second

Ma leaf cluster.

Fi :_:V ‘Take a pencil and

ey plunge it down into
the "mush”toa

depth of at least 3 inches, at a 45-

degree angle. Take onc plantand  #
rlungc it into the tunnel, leaving just n

ittle stem and the head sticking out.
Hold the plant ve ertieally and close the
hole tightly to avoid air pockets,

Kee)
weel

the bad very wet for threc or four

. In two weeks ar 5o, little white

rootlets will grow and the new plants
will continue to grow.
This will also improve the area from

which

you took the cuttings and cach

plant that was cut will grow a new top,
or several, making the old bed Jush
again,

Q: The hot, hot weather we had recently
really did a number on my vegetable
qgarden,

A: I hope you have been waterin
during these past few weeks, an
continuc to water as long as necessary.
Most vegetables niced 1 inch of watera
week, Place a shallow pan or can in
the vegetable garden to measure to be
sure it gets that 1 inch of water.

Q: | never know if my potted plants are
recelving enough water even though the
water dralns out of the bottom, How can )
know If thelr thirst is satisfied?

A: Plunge the plants in o bucket of
water and leave them there until no
more air bubbles appear, This way, all
the roots reccive sufficient moisture,
Q: When Is the best time to fertilize
rhubarh?

A: This month is perfect, but don't do
lhis as long as the weather is hot and

dry.
Sidedress about 18 inches from the
crown with a fertilizer hlgh in
nitrogen or use an organic fertilizer,
Water well, if necessary, then mulch
with grass clippings or manure, or

cultivate to control weeds. Remove the
tall stems of cream flowers to retain
vigor in the plant.

Rhubarb can be planted in the spring
or fall in a sunny spot with excellent
drainage. Dig in plenty of “black gold™
before planting and place bare-root
stock 50 the buds are covered by no
more than 1 inch of soil. Polted
thubarb can be planted nowor in
early fall. Stop harvesting your
rthubarb now.

@: There Is something white on my roses,
Wlacs, phlox and beans, What is It and how
can | get rid of it?

A: There nre two types of mildew that
afilict these plants. Downy mildew
produces white patches on the leaves
in wet weather. Powdery mildew turns
the leaves a powdery white and occurs
when it is hot and humid,

A commercin! fungicide
recommended for use on these plants
often helps to get rid of it. Or, grow
the plants in a sunnier area and look
for mildew-resistant plants next year.
@: How much water should { glve my
hanglng plants?

A: Hanging plants and potted annuals
need feeding every two to three weeks
with a water-soluble fertilizer at a

concentration of 1 tahlespoon
fertilizer per 2-gallon pail of water.
Be sure the water runs through the
hole in the bottom each time.

Q; Ny lawn may have grubs, which | woutd
like to eradicate. Any advice?

A: Packaged in powder, beneficial
nematodes, mise water and
sprayed on the soil, will destroy the
grubs very quickly, For long-term
treatment, inoculate the lawn soil
with milky spore discase, Bacillus
popilliae, These products should be
readily avaifable at your nursery.

0: Is it all right o apply mulch around
woody ornamentals, perennials and
established annuals now?

A: Yes, as long as the soil isn't dry.
Mulches reduce weeding chores and
conserve moisture,

Use seed-free straw, grass clippings,
pine needles, chipped or shredded
bark, or cocoa hulls (although
expensive),

Apply organic mulches at least 210 4
inches deep around the plants over Gardens that have been properly cared for
cleanly cultivated soil. Don't cover reward with their beauty.

the crowns of very low growing .
plants, based in Birmingham. You can feave her  mes-
53ge by dialing (734) 953-2047 on 2 touch-tone
phone. Her fax number is (248} 6441314,

MARTY ALY

Marty Figley is an advanced mastes gardener

Time for midsummer care of air conditioner

weather this year in our area,

and as you know we have
already had several days you
could call
“real hot” We
have mare on
the way and
even a possi-
ble long sum-
mer when the
air condition-
ing for your
home will
take on a fair

= amount of
Gagnon { hardwork.

1 know
most of you pn:p'u'cd the unit
during the spring season, but
hive you checked it out lately?
Tt'seems it was only a fow
weeks ago when the air was
filled with poiten floating all
over the place. Where did all
that stuff go to?

Go outside and take n look at
the condenser unit and you'll
find the coil area all around the
unit is coated with the stuff that
nﬂ'cm so many allergy suffer-
er5. Look at the plants, bushes
an]l flowers that have grown

i ¢t was alate start to hat

SHERWOOD
. STUDIOS
"WAREHOUSE
24760 Crestview Court
Farmington Hills

248-476-3760

and make sure there is at least
12 inches of space between
them and the coil area,

If the condition around the
unit is anywhere close to what I
have described, it's time for you
to do a little midsummer main-
tenance.

Shut the air conditioni

Many homeowners aren't
comfortable with temperatures
in upstairs bedrooms and I rec-
ammend they block off a few of
the cold air registers down-
stairs.
if the dryer vent line cxits the
home nnd blows hot air on lhc

sys-
tem off by virtue of the thermo-
stat inside the house, Make
sure you leave it off for an hour
or 50 after you have performed
the cleaning of the condenser
coil outside.

Use your garden hose and
wash down the coil area and
trim any growth of plants,
bushes, cte, In domg this you
have just increased the pet-
fnrmxmcc ul‘) our unit and

air
suggest you use c the dryer nnly
when the air conditioning unit
isn't operating.

The 140-degtec heat coming
out of the vent linc can puta
big strain on the outside com-
pressor.

The condensing unit outside
is the heart of your air condi-
lionlngsys(cm and a very

Take care of :
transmitter for Cool! '
garage door opener Keep_Yout 1!

Super Savings Time!
iyt 315 ousToe WAOE NOOOR WEATER

An automatic garage door
opener will enhance the com-
fort and safety of your home =
especially on miny nights,

Contrary to legend,
futomatic openers can't be
activated by low-flying planes,
microwave ovens or transistor
radios,

On the other hand, a trans-
mitter in the wrong hands
could expose your home to
entry by uninvited strangers.
Tr i should be treated

CENTRAL
AIR CONDITIONING
= Whh 10.0 SEER
instatied From * 1595.00°
+15 . Rafregeraton tubig 2 Year Parts & Laver Wamarty
Prcesbasedon B3oqus acrcal gy 00 ae ey syem.
__Free Home Estimates o hnanrzmzA;mluble

Canditioning |
TUNELT

to
rcplacc Thking care of it such

d the energy
tion by quite an amount.

The next step is to go to the
furmace and remove, clean or
replace the furnace filter,

A clean filter will allow more
air to flow through the regis-
ters and even allow cooler tem-
peratures to enter the rooms in
the house, especially those far-
thest away from the furnace
room.

g it and making sure
it has plenty of space to breathe
can add years of life to the
product. It’s your dollar and
you would like it to make cents.
Stay tuned,

Joa Gagnon can now be heard on W)

950 and WXYT1270. He is a member
and past president of the Saciety of
Consumer Affairs Professionals. His
phone aumber Is (248) 455-7281.

Choose_from
a Great Selection
of Fine Furniture

Leather Sofas
Love Seats ¢ Chairs
Bedrooms
Dining Rooms
Occasional
Exotic Woods
Tables and much more!

like house keys,

When shopping or parking
somewhere other than in your
garage, make sure that the
transmitter is locked securely
in the car or glove compart-
ment.

Take care of your transmitter
and you'll experience conven-
ience, safety and seectrity,
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RVING
905 ORCHARD LK. RD. AT TELEGRAPH  auaxoarm COURITY
(Across from Home Depot) SINCE 1308"
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Marble - Granite - Silkstone®
Why buy countertops at retail when you
can buy direct. Since we fabricate at our

own locations, we beat the “Big Box" store

pricing. We offer quick delivery and
personalized service.

e
Jorth ot 44
9% oft
Al Granite

tock
“\. & onciuded

ol

Granite 3cm thick!

$45.95 S/F  RosaBeta
$45.95 S/F  LunaPearl
$45.95 S/F  Desert Gold
$49.95 S/F  Impala Black
$49.95 S/F  Verde Butterlly
$52.95 S/F  Absolute Black

All prices include installation &

t, stralght polish
edge 20 s/t minimum

lntroducme

Silkstone!
‘29 95 s/t {nstal{ed'
mww-a-oos R T
8 colors to choose
frome 2 ¢cm Thick

We stock over filteen hundrod
slabs of Marble, Granite and

CERAMIC TILE
INVENTORY
BLOW-QUT
SALE!

Tumbled Marble

4x4 All Colors

Watch
for our

FIRST
ANNUAL

R [ TENT SALE si'{szi?s"" "L"IZ::"J&‘:E; ;ﬁ%‘:’:
hon o
Black Jack Slate August 2-4 || Vo treigan
12x12 *1.99 SIF Check our prices firstt

Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.
Marble & Granite Shop

Southfield Farmington Hills Rochester
23455 Telegraph Rd. 24301 Indoplex Circle 1972 Star Batt Dr.
248-356-6430 (248) 426-0093 248-853-4654

Visit one of our Showrooms!
Installabon inckides  Wayno, Oakland, and

e G st o, O ; MTTh 8:30-5:00;
preipe Ay fesioi v ploiyel W-F 8:30-8:00; Sat 9:00-5:00

PR



