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Now it is Republican party

in need of centrist reform

. We'ee rapldly approaching the Aug. 6 pri-
mary clection, Herc's a timely quiz for political-
Iy nttuned readers, (ollowed by a short essay
based on'the answers.

Who said which of the following?

uy*What do the American people want in
their candidates? Straight talk; the }

one point, “Pointing out that hard-linc ideo-
logues lose general elections, That wakes folks
up right quick”

‘They cited polling data indieating that voters
registering as Independent now make up a Jarg-

Joni

Hubred |

to participate {n what you're covering.

When they make you a
reporter, they take out the part
of your brain that allows you

er group then either D or
dally i B

truth; certainly not some kind of harsh ideolo-
&' .- People may not agree with everything
#vod candidates say, but peo-
ple should place a high premi-
um on candidates with high
moral and ethical standards,
the kind of people you can
tnke at their word”|
his i3 a contest for the
soul of the Republican Party.
The party hns moved further
and further to the right, while
the electarate has moved clos-
erand closer to the center. ...
1f we continue to be mornl
nabsolutists, we'll be toast in
- November”
¢)“I've never seen a eandidate who stands for
. the things that are important to Michigan and
couples that with undoubted honesty, {ntegrity
and commitment to principle” ) .
1f you picked U.S, Senator John McCain for
(n), gubernntorial candidate State Sen, John
JHL (*Jue”) Schwarz for (b) and Jormer gover-
nor Willinm G. Milliken (endorsing Schwarz for
governor) for (¢) you'd go to the top of the clnss,
What brought them all together? They're all
d bli an increasingly rare
breed, gathered wgcllu‘:r inM ichig;}l: last

Phit
Power |

: n Michigan, a famous ticket-splitting

state. They argued the best way to attract
d dent voters is for candidates to be “cen-

trist,” to downplay ideology and to demonstrate
character and integrity — “to be comfortable in
their own skin.” And they both referred 1o for-
mer President Theodore Roosevelt, who tried
{and ultimately failed) to reform the
Republican Party after the turn of the century,
as their hero,

Our conversation reminded me of what some
Democrats were talking about 20 years ago:
That their party had moved much too far to the

Our conversation reminded me of what
some Democrats were talking about 20
years ago: That their party had meved much
too far to the left to appeal to mainstream
Americans ... that there had to be a way to
generate new ideas to pull the party to the
center.

Monday to promote for
the GO l" nml'linnlion for governor., Far three
kably disti hed, able and resp d
politicinns, they got remarkably little ink or air-
time from the media,
That's tuo bad, because what they're really
h

workinjg on is an attempt to the

left to appenl to mainstream Amerieans, that
absolutist libera) idcologues had taken over the
party, that there had to be a way to generate
new ideas to pull the party to the center,

" lly, the D 1 podorch:

steady drift to the right of the Republican Party,
nationally and in Michigan, Schwarz makes no
bones about

“My party is increasingly in the control of sin-
gle isste groups like Right to Life and the pro-
gun folks who may provide active and motivat-
ed fout soldiers in primary clections, but who
do not rep thed ingly independ
mninstreatn voters in Ameriea,” he said.

1 spent some time with Sehwarz and McCain
as theireampaign bus careencd {rom Detroit
Metro Airport to Pleasant Ridge and then to
Ann Arbor,

We talked about political reform in general
and the Republican Party in particular, |

Both seenmed hopeful in their reform mission,
if only because they both believe that
Repulican candidates who come across s
miora) absolutists may win primarics but are
likely to lose in general clections come
November. *What's the best way to get across

Council, a think-and-act group, took up the
task. It did the spadework on welfare reform,
on job training as an investment in human cap-
ital, on free trade, on protecting the environ-
ment and providing ways for inabl

are the ch f history’s
first draft; we make every effort to stay out of
the story. But you can't always do that in
Farmington and Farmington Hills,

People in these communities will find a way
to pull you in, before you even know you're
there.

On Monday afternoon, guilt did me in. I was
supposed to be covering the
Multicultural/Multiracial C: ity Council’s
cfforts to make our communitics o modcl of
diversity and inclusion.

The subcommittee met at the school district
administration building. My job was to find out
swhat they planned to do, how much it would
cost and who would be involved.

Linda West, a consultant with the National
Conference for Community Justice, helped the
seven-member group come up with a “stake-
holders audit,” n ist of community groups that
had to be represented in what everyone hopes
will be a deep discussion of issues,

“Sacio-cconamic status can become a diversi-
ty group;” she said. “People can be divided by
where they work ... I want you to think that
+ broadly”

[ sat back with my pen at rest,
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MCMR invitation
requires commitment

(G

al, in which I'd urged members of the eommu-
nity to get involved in this very process, ..

Well, I was stuck then, Hoisted on myown
protixity. .-

So I started thinking about various fuctions
that are a part of Farmington and Farmingten
Hills, It scems odd that to talk about inclusion; 2
and aceeptance, one first has to identify diffe:
ences,

And that is where the discussion began -
southeast versus northwest residents, private
and public schools, the plethora of lainguages
spoken here, racial and religions diversity, long:
term residents, homeowners, condo owners,  *.*
renters ... the list covered four large sbuets of
paper.

The subcommittec’s charge now is to identify, *
people who belong to those groups, people who
are willing to commit to a two-day meeting,
Oct. 25 and 26, and all that comes after.

People who are willing to set aside their own 2+
personal agendas and cooperate constructively, |
as Maxfield put it.

“It won't be easy to get 200 people with thut
kind of invitation,” West said, “It'sa real com-
mitment” N

I was going to suggest they let Mr. Brock
write it. But [ hope they don't have 1o go to
those extremes. Better that people seethe rea- 70
son behind the invitation is ane that will make |
ities the first to face the issues of

k set
on “idle” Hills City Manager Steve Brock looked
over at me and suggested I should start writing.

1 allowed as how [ was just there ns an
obscrver. And that's when he said, “If you're not
part of the solution, you're part of the problem.”

A few minutes later, intend:

our
diversity head on and come up with a model for
inclusion second to none.

Jon] Hubred is editor of the Farmington Dbserver, She
weitomes your comments by mail, 3341 Grand River,
M148335; by phone {248) 472-5450; by fax

Maxficld complimented mie on a recent editori-

(248) 477-9722; ot e-mail, jhubred£oehomacomm.net
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. .. Kmart, Enron |

upon the

Hard to believe 12,000 students with a
Regarding your request for ~ $130,000,000 budget) the
eco- intons about the schools are considered under-

nomic growth. Eventually, these ideas found a
voice in Bill Clinton, who pulled his party to the
center and, in so doing, got himself elected and
re-clected President. Thankfully, political
reform goes in cycles. Onc generation deals
with one party, the next generation with the
other,

“These days, it’s the Republican Party that's in
need of reform, And the combination of John
McCain, Bill Miiliken and Joe Schwarz struck
me as an awfully compelling lineup to make the
case,

Phil Power is ihe Chairman of the Board of the company
that owns this newspaper. He woud be pleased to get your
reactions to {his column either a1 (734) 953-2206 or at

your message of reform?” ded McCain at

op net.

Court’s ruling to allow pub- funded.
licly funded vouchers for pri-
vate schools:

Your article has a quote that
indicated “It’s an out for a
hugely complicated problem.”
Huge complicated problems
are often solved with simple

Tongue in cheek?
1got a chuckle out of your
interview with our

etal,
How can Wall Strect,
anyone clse, believe a -
talking about the profitability ~
of any company. Remember |
World Comp? Four hillion
dollars is a bit beyond an
accounting error.
Knollenberg's Maming the
EPA for his atrocious environ-
mental record is preposter- |, |

r

Karen Verdura
farmington Hills

Nenb

and sensible solutions. The
United States of America in
part owes its tremendous suc-

Repr

petition. Let the schools learn
from the experience of our
country.

Itis hard to believe at
$10,833 per student (based
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Conventional Hormone Therapy?
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[ Natural (Bio-Identical) Hormone

B Herbal Preparatidns

£ Non-Hormonal Therapy for
" Osteoporosis and High Cholesterol

We are available for consultations
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¥ MENOPAUSE INSTITUTE

| OAKLAND WOMEN'S HEALTH, PL.C.
# - Jerrold H. Weinberg, M.D., EA.C.O.G.
j " Milton L. Nathanson, M.D., EA.C.0.G.

Annette S.Greenstein, M.D,, EA.C.O.G.
“Mimi A. Kuykendall, PA-C.M.S.

. 248.203.2323

www.birminghammenopause.com
. 31815 Southfield Road, Suite.13
Beverly Hills, Michigan 48025
s . Evening appointments available
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He is quoted as saying “The
cconomic free fall is in part
cess to a simple solution-com-  stocks being so over valued.”
Talk about faulting the vic-
tim. 1 saw hothing about lying
CEO's, Arthur Anderson type
accounting firms, or obscene
honuses to failing company

ous. Again, Joe faults the vics

tim well.
This guy must have had his
tongue in when .

talking to you. His statements >
must be in jest as they make
NO SeNse. N
Gerald and Dolores Maxey
Farmington Hills.

Metro Detrolt:

27TH
ANNIVERSARY (248) 375-082.

(734 83

Novi, Novl Town Center
(248) 349.8090

Sterling Heights,
Eastlake Commons
(586) 247-B111

Troy, Oakland Mall
(248) 589-1433
West Bloomficld,
Orcliard Mall

(248) 737-8080
(Ontnd Lake and 18 Mdk)

Voted Best Place to
Buy Dianerware/China
by Detroit News
Readers.
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Aub\;m Hills, ;\‘allon Village

SALE (Wahoa RS wess of Squirrel)
Deatborn Helghts, The Heights
THANK YOU (313 274-82 N
MICHIGAN! (TSRS berween taksies 2nd Beech Ty}

Livonla, Meri-Five Plaza
4] 2-1850

100 comer of Five M ang Merriean)

St. Clale Shores (586) 778-6142
23429 ML Ave (b of Eignt Mie R3Y

A0 coemet of LB R and 1ayes RaY

Outstate:
Ann Arbor, The Colonnate
(734} 761-1002 \on Lueitvwer 11y
west of R and Maltr

Grand Rapids, Bicton Village Mall
{6106) 957-2145 wnw ket X

Okemos, Merldian Mall (517} 349-4008
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