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B Hail to the victors

The first ever Gov. Warner
Mansion Croquet Match
between the citles of
Farminglon and Farmington
Hills took
place
$aturday
affernoon.

Dressed
[n by-gone
eia garb
former
Farmington
Hills Mayor
Aldo
Vagnozzi
shared the
play-by-
play micro-
phone with
State Rep.
Andrew
Raczkowskl
and 47th
District
Court
Adminlstra-
tor David

Farmington City
Mayor Jim
. Witchell played in
the Warner
Manslon Croquet
on
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BY PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER ~.

Racial proﬁhng by the Fnrmmgtun
Hills Police Department is going on,
says one resident.

Mark Gordanier, who has offered a
$10,000 reward to anyone who can
provide proof of wrong-doing by city
officin)s or staff including Jaw enforce-
ment, said as a member of tho

www.observerandeccentric.com

ity officials deny racial profiling charge

Farmington Aron Eopuhlxcnn Club he
intorviewed along with nine others in
the group candidates running for 47th
District Court judge.

Cne of group members’ questions
was whather racial profiling was done
by the police, said Gordanier. He said
two of the candidates said yes,
Gordanier refused to name which of
tho five candidates interviewed made
the statement.

“Anyone who denfes it ia lying,*
Gordanier told the council during its
public questiona and comments por-
tion at a late June meeting. “I think
it's something that needs to be
addressed ~ that there is a problem
here in Farmington Hills.”

Gordanier on Friday said he would
contact the two candidates to contact
the Observer if they wanted to make
their identity public.

02002 HoseTowk CoumumicaTions NrTworx

As of Wednesday, no candidate
responded to his request.

At the Farmington Hills City
Council meeting on July 15, city man-
ager Steve Brock highlighted a report
written by Police Chief Willinm Dwyer
concerning that accusation and scveral
othera made by Gordanier.

Brock said he believes the depart-
ment is one of the best in the city and

PLEASE SEE CHARGE, A4

Perfect weather, smiles greet parade watchers

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAST WRITER

‘The family tradition of attending
Farmington’s Botsford Parade lives on
for generations,

That was cvident by the many fami-
lies who said they attend faithfully
every year and even enjoy seeing their
friends in the parade lincup.

Harrison High alumna Susan
Mueller of Novi was there with hor
kids, Michelle, 8, and Christie, 10 nnd
their cousins Thomas, 11, and
Matthew, 13, Mehall and their grand-
mother Pat Mchall of Farmington
Hills, who said she enjoys the parnde
every year.

Matthew said he likes the fire trucks
and bands that play. Thomas said he
enjoys the motarcycle brigades and
clowns, Both Pat and her daughiter
commcnled on the great weather

3 with clear skies

© Walsh, was,
what else...
the referee.
~ According
to Yagnozzi, Farmington Hills
beat Farmington 4137

The players were made up

of Farminglon kills: Mayor
Pro-Tem Christopher McRae,
City Manager Steve Brock
and councilman Barry
Brickner. council

Saturday.

and pleasant temperatures.

“It was a great parade,” Pat said.

Susan said she remembers when
shie used to march in the parade for
Harrison High Schiool,

Farmington Hills resident LoriAnn
Spademan got the wrong end of o
water gun by n few passing clowns in
tlie parade.

RATY BATOORFF | SEKVER

The Barbara Hatch School of Dance float made an appearance at this year's Founders Festival Botsford Parade, fllled with her students of all ages.

PUEASE SEE PARADE, A3

members Mary Bush, Mike
Harrison and Mayar Jim
Mitchell,

The winning team showed
off the trophy, a crequet ball
on a base, quite proudly at
Monday's council meeting.

DAYE FRSLHETTE

Song is over for Harmony House

Farmington, Hills locations
to close by year's end

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

‘The Harmony Housc stores in Farmington
and Farmington Hills will be closed by this
fall, as the company prepares to cense opera-
tions by the year's end because of flagging
profits and increased competition from larg-
er, more guncnhzcd retailers,

B Colonial gets cup

Founders Cup Winner for
best tloat in Saturday’s
parade was Colonfal Car
Wash In Fasmington. Pictured
2above are owners Mark and
Holly Owen, ~

Employees along with the
adjolning oll change spent
three days pulting the float
{ogether, said Holly, parade
co-chairwoman, She credited
Kevin Allgn, assistant manag-
er and employee Robin
Baelfler with thelr big help.
“It felt Iike the Stanley Cup
for us." she said,

Thelt float was chosen as
most eriginal and fun com:
plete with a “car wash"
Iheme made up of plastic.
wrap, balloons, and con-
struction bacrels. It even
squirted water.

_ Other floats were from the
Farmington Players,
Melrobank, Harvest
Ministries, the Governor
Warner Mansion, Farmington
First United Methodist
Church, Green Hill Explorers
Ciub, and the Farmington

e Fi store, located in the
Downtown Farmington Center at 33171

Oldest Hills
fire station

Grand River and the Hills store, located at
30830 Orchard Lake between 13 and 14
Mile, will be among 21 of the chain's stores
to close, according to published n:pam.

Internet have been blamed for the chain's
demise, .
Calls to Harmony House's corporate
offices were not returned.
has been

The first House
Haozel Park in 1947,
. The company ded to 38 stores ntits

peak, but 18 stores, including one in Livonia
and one in Westland, were closed in recent

years. . .
All remaining stores are expected to close

The
open ror 24 years, nnd the Hms smre rm-ls

A mnnager at the Hills store, who asked
not to be named, said that the store would
robably be closed fairly soon, as will about
alf of the remaining Harmony House

by the ynnr's end, stom

ion from ¢l i hopping at the d
superstores and discount retailers, flagging smm during the recent Founders Festival
profits and music downloading from the 511 SOND, A

Hills approves new communications tower

Hills Church of Christ.

getsa
new look

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Farmington Hills Fire
Station No. 3 is the city's old-
est fire station, but it's about
to get a makeover and expan-
sion.

‘The city council recently
approved a contract to buy
the business next to the sta-
tion, Duffy’s Plumbing at
29250 Grund River, for
$400,000,

City Manager Steve Brock

BY CHRISTINE BRODA Lake, Following Monday’s discus- council at & future meeting. said the city is in negotiations
STAIF WRITER Hills Deputy Fire Chief Pete  sion of the tower concept, city Patricia Coates, the Court and to buy the business across the
Baldwin announced that, after  attorney John Donohue will Law Enforcement Management street as well, but if that deal
Farmington Hills will be consideration of alternative amend the current proposalto  Information System (CLEMIS) doesn’t materialize, the city
among the first communitics in  locations at Oakland ' insure that the county will pay  asdministrator for Oakland will still be able to close off
Onkland County to install anew  Community College and for the cost of the tower. Hc will  County, said the Farmington * Wheeler and expand the fire
communications tower that will  Heritnge Park, the best placeto  also add language that will Hills tower is scheduled to be station across the strect
greatly improve communieation  erect the 199-foot tower was just  allow the city to re-open the one of the first towers bullt in behind lhc business.
among safcty officinls. west of Fire Statlon No. Five. " contract if other eommunidcs the wunwlhaugh construce ‘The city has already
At the Hills City Council 'l‘he tower, which w{ll bc used don't pgree or follow lhmugh tion may n as early as acquired the pmpcrty imme-
meeting Monday, with the p the prof ber, no plans will move 'diately acrass the street from
unanimously approved the loca- bctw«n all police and fire their towers. forward until contracts for all the fire station,
tion of a Public Safety Radio departments in Qakland Aeeording to City Clerk 36 towers are secure. The last of the city’s five
Tower on the City Hall campus, ~ County, Is one of 36 such struc-  Kathryn Doy ded The Hilis tower fire stations is in need of
located at 11 Milc and Orchard  tures proposed for the county.  contract will enmebefon: the NEASESE TOWER, A3 PUISESEE STATION, A3
1 St——
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