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Debra Wicks {sn't changing
her act now that she's been
appointed artistic director of
Maadow Brook Theatre, After
il phe’s alrendy d d -

0
2002-2003 Season
Subscription Serfes
@ Wilness for the Prosecution Gct.
$6-Rav. 10
8 Candida Jan. 8-5eb.2
8 The Foreigner Feb. 12-March 9

the skills necessary to lead the
theater through three successful
seasons after Geoffrey Sherman
lef$the position vacant in 1999,
Wicks has plenty of ideas for
what she'd like to accomplish in
the future, but for now she's just
happy to oversee the 2002~
2003 scasor: which promises to
be an exciting one. [t will fea-
ture a ncy fuimily series - and a
month-long residency by the
renowned Shaw Festival,

“There's not a lot of changes,”
said Wicks who Jearned the
Dbasies of runiting Meadow
Brook Theatre while serving a2
associnte director and associate
artistic director from 1997
1999, and interim artistic diree-
tor since May1999, She officially
toak over the position in late
May. “The new scason is already
set, The major change is now 1
cay say nio, and look al projects
fodnext year.” . e
ut Wicks ead the mannage- '+
mgat staff at Meadow Brook .
plin to'do a “little” audience

W Wait Untll Dar March 19-April 13
N ggah-Runs April 23-May

8B
Hollday Tradition
W A Christmas Carol Hov. 29-Dec.

Famity Series (irictudes speciat
licket prices)

B AThousand Cranes Sept. 28

B AChrisimas Carol Dac. 7

I The Foreigner Feb, 22

for tickel and subscription prices,
call {248} 377-3300 or visit the Web
site at www.mbthealre.com

arts, one of the biggest chal-
lenges is o graying subseription
basc. A new family series
shotld tempt not only parents
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Newly appointed artistic di

become subscribers if a parent
or grandparent brought them
than if they attended a school
performance”

From the heart-wrenching
yet hopeful story of A Thousand
Cranes and the ever-popular
Dickens tale A Christmas Carol
to the comedy The Foreigner,
the family-oriented line-up
should draw crowds, Thal's
important because 60 to 70
percent of the theater’s budget
is earned through ticket sales.

“This season we cut a show so
there's five in the season plus A
Christmas Carol but we're actu-
ally doing eight shows with the
addition of the family series and
Romeo and Julict for student
audiences,” said Wicks. “The
new season is a nice mix. We
hope we have a littie bit of
everything. Our audiences are
well educattd, theater savvy, too

to bring children, but grandpar-  sophisticated to be led along by

ents. At least that's what Wicks
hopes.

"We initiated focus groups
thut revealed people would like
to attend but have children,”

one artistic vislon so many fac-
tors come into play - are we
telling a good story, is it rele-
vant and will it stimulate the
audience, and we look at mar-

said Wicks, "They'd liketo come  ketability.

but need shows to do that, ones
that would allow children to sit
down and listen to a story;
‘We're building audiences from
within the family unit. We've

.
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“This year is difficult heeause

* we have to look at balancing the

budget. We're a not for profit
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cconomy we've only seen about
hoif of that in il In

spending much time celebrat-
ingthe list Wicks

theater it always starts with
money. Seme starts with art.
We try to find a balance
between fnancial responsibili-
tics and the art form”

‘This scason definitely leans
townrd art formn with the Shaw
Festival bringing Candida to
Mcadow Brook Jan. 8 to Feb, 2.
‘Wicks is in the midst of sched-
uling workshops for students
and the public with members of
the Ontario based festival Lo
take full advantage of the resi-
dency. But after recently view-
ing the production about a
woman who takes in a homeless
poet, George Bernard Shaw’s
play left her wondering how
audiences will respond.

“Creatively and culturally it's
a chance we have to take,” said
‘Wicks, “Shaw {s fun but wordy,
You have to come wanting to
hear Shaw”

Chance taking is what it's all
about for Wicks. If she'd never
chosen n carcer s an actress
and director after carning a
muaster of fine arts degree from
Lindenwoad College, she would
never have become the first
African American woman

and depend on
for about $1 million of the $3.2

bu; uding first. Like many of the  found peaple are morc likelyto  million budget. Because of the
. S

d ar ofu
major American regional the-
ater company. But she's not

is too busy reading plays for the
2003-2004 season. The process
of selecting the lineup con-
cludes in December.,

“This season many of the sets
are already designed and the
cast is set for the first four
shows, and half east for the rest
of the scason,” said Wicks,
“People ask me didn't { get the
summer off. Summer is when 1
get to prepare for cverything
clse, We've almost booked
Romeo and Juliet just for ninth
graders as part of our Outreach
Program, We're helping teach-
ors bring Shakespeare to Jife,
There are so many things going
on, My primary goal for the

e

rector too busy to play

next five years is establishing a
working relntionship with

Wayne State University and the
Hilberry program. We've been
using graduale students coming
out of the program as interns.
“This would allow us to keep
young well trained artists in the
aren, and 1'd like to make the-
ater part of the undergraduate
program at Oakland University *
so students could earn a bache- |
lor of fine arts degree in theater
or musical theater. It would
allow students to spend at least
one semester in residency at
Mcadow Brook. And I eventual-
Iy hope to develop a master’s
degree program.”
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HARRISON FORI

“ACINEMATIC TRIUMPH THAT

LIAM NEESON

“THEHIGH-END NAILBITER OF THE SUMMER”

MY AWARDS WRITIEN ALL OVERTT.
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“PIWERFUL! HARRISON FORD HAS NEVER BEEN BTTTER:

“R POWERFUL AND IMPORTANT FILM. GRIPPING.
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(IMPELLING DRAMA WITHINTENSE
' TEWIGENT PERFORMIRS
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EVERY BEAR NEEDS A PLACE HE CAN CALL HOME.
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