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country and has received
numerous awards to prove it.

He said Dwyer adamantly
opposes racial profiling and
that the department is known
for training officers on diver-
ity isaues.

Other people stood up for
the department and Dwyer's
reputation at the meeting.

homas Carnagie, consult-
ant and owner of T.E,
Carnagic Consulting, retired
as chicf deputy director of the
Civil Rights Department for
the state,

He said in that role he
oversaw a staff that trained
officers around the state
about diversity isaues.

“We had a fine experience,”
he snid of working in
Farmington Hills, adding offi-
cers wero trained on diversity
jasues over a five-month pert-
od.

“I think the chief ia doing a
good job,” he said.

Jim Hall and Karen Bolsen,
co-chairs of the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Multicul-
tural/ Multiracial Committee
also said they believe racial
profiling isn't taking place.

“Profiling isn't something
we're nbout,” said Bolsen.

“Speaking as a citizen, I think
we have nn excellent police
and fire department.”

Dwyer snid he is concerned
about tho accusations.

“Ninety-nine percent of the
people in this community
respect the officers who put
their lives on the line,” he
said.

“We have tons of lotters
that we get telling us how
well the officers treated
them,” he added,

Gordanier at the late June
meeting delivered a list of
issues. Among his concerns:

M Gordanier said parents of
students involved in the loot-
ing and house fire of nn unsu-

pervised home recently on
Trillium Drive aren't cooper
ating with police in the inves-
tigation beenuse the depart-
ment is known for bullying
teens in interviews and gives
them lie detector tests,

Dwyer stated in his report
that suspects under 16 must
have an attorney present and
nll suspects, regardless of
age, are mformed of their eon-
stitutional rigl

He snid thnt the Oakland
County Prosccutor’s Office is
exploring other legal options
to obtain informatjon about
the incident.

A Gordanier snid when he
was pulled over for a speed-

‘ing tickat recently, the officer

pointed the camera that
rocords all incidents awey
from him and the officer kept
turning ofl and on tho camera
with a button on his belt. He
said he also sees officers talk-
ing on cell phones and won-
dered if the city pays for the
phones,

Brock said the video system
in police vehiclen is always on
during a shift and that offi-
cers only have control ovor
the microphenc and can turn
it off to conceal confidential
information.

“The city docs not provide
(cell phones to officers),”
Brock said.
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He added private cell phone-
use on company time may be
an issuc that needs to be
addressed,

"The council nlso stoed up to
the accusations by Gordanier,

Mayor Nancy Bates said
the recent resident survey
revealed that of all the city
departments, the police
scored the highest in satisfac-
tion.

Councilmnn Jon Grant said
Gordanier's nccusations,
without offering factunl evi-
dence to back them up, are
irrcaponsible,
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said they would miss Hnrmony
House.

Onc of the store's regulars is
10-year-old Tommy Auty, who
lived previously in Farmington
Hills. He said that he prefers
Harmony House to bigger com-
peting stores.

“It’s casier to find things here
and you get a lot better selee-
tion,” saicl Auty, described by his
niother, Connic as a *rock ‘n roll
boy?

He sows his rock ‘n roll cats
by playing guitar and listening
to heavy mietal, including his
favorites, Metallica and Ozzy
Osbourne.

His mother said that news of
the closing comes as a shock,

“Everybody was talking about
ityesterday;” she said Friday
afternoon, adding that a fairly
new Harmony House store is in
Commerce Township,

Harmony House is 1 great
place for parents to shop for
fussy kids, she snid.

“You ean get good last-minute
gifts, like gift certificates and
CDs, for teenagers and kids”

Bill Richards, Farmington’s
assistant city manager, said he
was confident that the Harmony
House spot would not be vacant
for long.

*“It’s not uncommon for spnces
in retail arens to be vaeant,” -
Richards said. “It's the nature of
the cconomic eyele”

Downtown Farmington, how—
ever, has a relatively low vacancy
rate compared to other down-
towns. Harmony House has
been a pretty good downtown
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Dbusiness, Richards said,

“From a neighborly perspec-
tive, they've been n fine neigh< ¢
bor and good for the communis
ty, he said.

Chuck Holmes, economic
development director for
Farmington Uills, said that he
has not had a chance to take o
good look at the Harmony
House site on Orchard Lake.

“We certainly would wantto
help get that space filled,” '
Holmes said, *"We try to be
aware of what vacancies arc out |
there so that when companies
eall nskmg about space weean -
help them.”

Getting n vacant spot leased, °
however, is ultimately the job of
lhcdlnndlol!l. not the city, be
said.
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