s
wenobseverandeceentek com

Hugh Gallagher *
‘The Democrats are in

lown,
Not the candidates for governor or county
exccutive; they won't go away, Democratic
fational C. + ; +

are
visiting to cvaluate Motown us a possible site
for the 2004 convention,

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick is making a
pitch during a three-day visit, trying to con-
vince the committec that Detroit is a better site
than Boston, Miami or New York, .

A national political convention could bring as
much as 8250 miltion to the local economy,
much of it spent in the suburbs, Any convention
in Detroit witl rely heavily on suburban nceom-
modatlons,

The Iast time a national political convention
came to Detroit I was working in public rela-
tions at Heacy Ford Muscum and Greenfield
Village. The 1980 Republican convention that
gave us Ronald Reagan was a relatively tame
affaiv as conventions go.

There was o brief {lurry about the possibility
of former President Gerald Ford joining the
ticket as the vice presidential candidate. As all
autty ideas eventually do, it died long before it
ever reached the convention floor,

1 P Retubl

The
(known as Milliken bli in Michigan)

Conventional wisdom
might give Detroit
edge for Dems

ifthe ive was a former p dent, He
abruptly got his handlers to hustle him out just
in the nick of time.

As an admirer of President Ford, 1 came awny
thinking that the former Buffalo quarterback
was way too slick for his own good.

Another of my assignments was to play escort

. for the national press (the other big contingent

The Bemocrats will be coming to a city with
a Democratic mayor, county execufive and, .
if the polls hold true, governor, ’

at every conventlon), Reporters love Henry
Ford Museum and were delighted to get the
grand tour (especinlly for free, another thing
reporters love),

The conservative GOP brought their conven-

proves

BTG/ ARS
Jonl Hubred

The young man who came around the
Farmington Area Founders Festival information
booth Thursday with a stethoscope around his neck
looked vaguely familiar to me.

He and two friends, all students at Baker College,
had to find 150 people willing to have their blood
pressures taken. As he sat down, I took a louk at his
identification badge.

“Nick Hippler; 1 said, “That sounds vaguely
familiar?

And then it hit me. At last year's festival, Nick's
friends had set up a table along the sidewalk on
Grand River and were taking donations to help his
family. On July 10, while pitching for the U.S.
Baseball Stars in Holland, Nick was struck by alinc

rive.

He was hospitalized for more than three weeks
and appears fully covered, but the experience
changed the course of his life.

As he wrapped the blood pressure cuff around
my arm, he explained that he decided to go into
emergency medical technician training after his
harrowing experience. *I know what it’s like to ride

tion 10 a troubled city with a D mayor

in an ambulance,” Hippler said.

(whe would later call their nominee “Old Prune
Face™) In q state with a moderate governor (the
original Milliken Republican, Bill Milliken).
The D

was finally beaten down by the rush of conser-
vative fervor.

But the conflict was mild compared to the
GOP's 196+ convention that pitted the
Goldwater faction against the Rockefeller fac-

will be coming toa city witha
D ic mayor, county ive and, if the
polls hold true, governor.

Such warmth and congeniality won't be pres-
vnll.ul' the other three sites,

tion, By 1980, the moderates had becone, and
remain today, a minority in the party,

‘The museum played host to several conven-
tion partics. The Dearborn Inn, at the time
owned by the museum, was the headquarters
for the Wisconsin delegation (one of those
moderate groups).

They were a cheerful bunch and, in time,
were won over with everyone else by Reagan's
movic star charms, .

‘The side conventions that went on at subur-
ban sites were often more {nteresting than the
main foor event down at Cobo,

1 was witness to Jack Kemp snubbing
Michigan’s favorite son Gerald Ford. At the
time Kemp was a rising star, the prototype
compassionate conservative with his enterprise
zones idea,

He had arrived at a party function at the
museum and was told the former president was
about to arrive.

Apparently, Kemp didn’t want to associate

with the older moderate wing of the party, even

', conventions aren't what they
used to be, C-Span will offer the only gavel-to-
gavel coverage, The broadeast networks are
threatening to go down to an hour a night or
less, The decision on the candidate is usually
made in primaries months before,

The platforms are 50 meaningless most can-
didates don't know what's in them.

Sa the convention won't druw ns many eyes to
the eity ns they did when the 1968 Democratic
Convention had them fighting in the Chicago
streets (and good thing).

Still, the convention would bring o lot of peo-
ple with deep pockets to our area.

1f the city and state work together to put a
fresh face forward, convention delegates could
have a great experience and take back the word
that Detroit and its suburbs are a finc place to
live, visit and nominate presidents.

Hugh Gallagher Is the managing editor of The Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at (734) 953-

2149, by e-mail at hgallagher@oe homecomm.net o by fax
at (134)5917279. X

TR WORLDYS FINENT
IS AND CASINOS,

Catching up on the news was just part of the
booth experience, People who'd been cruising the
craft fair in the Downtown Business Center parking
lot stopped by to glance at the T-shirts and tote
bags and pick up information about cvents and
craft

CFS.

Many were saddened by the abscnce of The Great
Wall, a virtual institution at the Festival, The
restaurant was to have been part of the event, but
owner Henry Lum passed away just a few weeks
before.

The restaurant’s delicious “bow ties” were greatly
missed - at least half 2 dozen people asked about
them in the time I was in the booth.

Still, there was no shortage of food and drink. [
also sat a spell at the Blue Circle tent, where Denise
Albrecht and ‘Tracy and Scott Freeman set up cafe
tables with flowery cloths and candles. Blue Circle-
ﬁdc and Longacre loed Tea were the order of the

ny.

‘Tough to tell which was more popular - but some
fulks did appreciate the sugar-free iced tea, a special
blend concocted by the Longacre Housc's chief. 1
‘was told Blue Circle members taste-tested several
variations. I've been swom to scerecy about the
recipe for Blue Circle-ade, and it's just as well, You
wouldn'® believe it anyway.

One of my favorite festival past-times is people
watching and this year has been no cxeeption.
Aside from a few traveling sales people who were
shooed away by festival organizers, Thursday’s
diverse crowd scemed to be enjoying themselves,
despite the heat and humidity.

Early in the afternoon, a group of children from
Sunny Day Care and Montessoni on Slocum passed
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Festival booth time

great for

people-watching

by. Holding hands and led by thcir teachers, they
walked carefitlly down the sidewnlk all dressed in
bright yellow T-shirts.

You can't help but oooh and ahhls when you see
adorable little children, and there were pleaty of
them at the Festival, My favorite was the little gicl
who got up out of her stroller while her mother was
chatting and looking at exhibits, walked a few steps
away and then just laid down on the asphalt, sppar-
ently toslecp,

Of course, Mom realized that was probably a bad
place for naptime and picked her up, much to the
child’s chagrin.

There were people dressed in casual clothes, men
in suits and long-sleeved shirts (gotta admire some-
one who chooses elass over comfort), moms in
shorts and T-shirts and teen-agers dressed in
almost every manner of apparel. I hesitate to eriti-
cize, because I grew up in the 70s wearing befl bot-
toms so long { walked ol the bottom two inches.

Executive Director Suzanne Lichtman, her hus-
band Gary and daughter Natalie were everywhere,
as were Deb Watson, who coordinated the craft fair,
Sourees tell me Mike Nowak, Festival Board vice
president, also put in a great many hours on-site.

The thing about a festival like this - and while
T'm sure it looks like it all runs itself. | can assure
you, it requires an incredible amount of coording- |
tion ~ is that it only works if everyone works it
together,

Were there complaints? Well, sure, Last yeat's
success made the festival even more popular with
exhibitors this year, so booth space disappeared
quickly. Only two in a very large ficld of political

didates got in on the first o firsteserved
deal. But of course, everyonc was free to walk the
festivad and hand out literature,

And in casc angunc’s wandering, the large space
on the west end of the parking lot \was reserved for
Time-Wamer cable’s Road Runner promotional
trailer, which didn't arrive in time for the cvent.
‘That was anc of a million daily details that kept
organizers hopping from one end of Grand River tos
the other and back again.

As n Festival board member, well... don't feel
like I did much. A couple of hours mavning an
information booth is nothing compared to the
effort the Lichtmans and so many others pat in to
make this an amazing sucvess, Glitches and flared
tempers aside, [ think everyone involved in this
year’s Farmington Area Fotnders Festivat should
take pride in a job well done.

Jonf Hubred is edrtor of the Farmington Observer, She mel-
comes your comments and suggestions by mail at 3341t Grand
River, Farmington ML 48335; by phiene (248) 4133450, by TAX.
(248) 4T1-9722: of vid email, jhubred 2o homecoma.net. for
more informatian about the Founder's Festival, go to
wowfounderstestival com

clear glass and save up to 35% by rece
Solar Control Glass. Our exclusive M

i FOUR SEASONg

TSUNROOM

Enjoy the Sun...Without The Heat! Enjoy
Yard...Without the [nsects! Keep Cool...And Save Up to 35%!*

Enclose your patio or deck with a Four Seasons Sunroom at our low base price for

1g A free upgrade to MC? High Perfonmaace
ass reduces heat gain by up to 80",
winter provides super insulation against the cold. To keep out bugs and insects, we
provide free screens on all doors and windows. *Hurry, limited time ofier!
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America's Largest Sunrvom Manufacturer
D

and in

* FREE Quitk Clean Glass
¢ Tempered Safety Gloss

Exclusively From

¢ Financing Available

® Patio Rooms as low
as $149 per month*

Independently Owned And Operated

Auburn Hills
4185 BALDWIN ROAD

248-253-7176

Across from Great Lakes Crssing

AT 358

*Offer ends 810902, Nat valid on previous conltacts. See
Alr'candlitioning is special

Outdoor Living...Indoors ~
SUNROOMS * CONSERVATORIES * PATIO ROOMS

CALL NOW FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Saginaw
989-790-7727  248-352-4250

Neat Fashion Square Aail

1-800-94-1DEAS

www.esunrooms.com

Southfield

BAY ROAD 22517 TULEGRAIM ROAD

Saouth of 9 Mite Road

manulacturers wareanty: Financing with approvesd et
promotion on inilia) visit.
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