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You might hear showers as
Jaya Budhwar performs a clas-
sical Indian rain dance next
weckend at Meadow Brook
‘Theater at Oakland University
in Rochester — but keep the
umbrellns closed,

The dance moves, the light-
Ing effects and the music will
suggest monsoon rain, but
won't trigger any real cloud
bursts,

*“The way the strings play and
because of the instruments
used, it sounds like rain coming
and thunder;” Budhwar
deseribed the dance, adding
with a laugh, “the audience
might think it's raining”

Budhwar, 15, a junior at
Detroit Country Day, Bever),
Hills, is one of 55 dancers who
train and perform with
Nadanta, a Farmington Hills
organization dedicated to pre-
serving and promoting Indian
culture through classical, folk
and contemporary chorcogra-
phy. Chaula Thacker of
Farmington Hills, trains
Nadanta members, leads a 20-
member ensemble of advanced
dancers and choreographs the
annual show at Meadow Brook.

In this year’s production,
called Megh-Dhanush, which
means “rainbow,” Nadanta per-
formers will dance through
India's seasonal calendar, recre-
ating festivals and bringing the
seasons to lifc as talking, mov-
ing characters.

"Last year we did a heavy
topic — the teachings of
Buddha. This year, in the trag-
ic time of 9-11, we thought we

needed a lighter mood,”

CRisire

Nadanta dancers explore India's six seasons

Kadanta dancers dress in elaborate, exquisite costumes for Megh-Dhanush, a
dance production about India’s six seascns.

Thacker said.

‘The seasons ~ late winter,
Spring, summer, monsoon,
autumn and winter - and their
festivals seemed an obvious way
to combine color and celebra-
tion. Thacker created a plot,
weaving the dance into o story
about the rainbow, Rnja

Jaikumar of Novi portrays the
spectrum of colors as an out-
wardly brilliant, but emotional-
Iy blank man. He gains an emo-
tion and human quality when
he encounters each new season,

“By act three he is a complete
man. He has given cach season
a color and each season gave

ODKS = FILW = SHOPPING = TRAVEL

MEGH-DHANUSH

What: Dance interpretation
of the six seasons of Indla
When: 3 and 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 3

Where: Meadow Brook
Theatre on the Oakland
University campus, located
on Walton between Squirrel
and Adams roads,
Rochester Hills

Admissfon: $15, $25 and $45.
For advance tickets call
(248) 252-8249
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him an emotion,” Thacker
explained. “The plot is simple

for anyone to d
People who understand classi-
cal music will enjoy it and peo-
ple who enjoy folk music can

- understand it

Thacker ordered new cos-
tumes and included one north-
ern-style classical dance in the
show. It's & major departure for
Nadanta daneers, who are
trained in elegant bharat
natyam, India’s southern-style
classical dance,

“It's completely different,”
said dancer Ami Mchta of
Sterling Heights. *1t’s like going
from ballet to tap in o month,
Bharat natyam is mostly plies,
with the legs spread. Bharat
natyam uses the whole body.
Kathak, the northern tradition,
is mostly foot work, straight leg
and soft gestures,”

Shakespeare fest's Romeo and Juliet offers
competent acting, sparkling moments

BY LIKDSEY MERGINER
(CORRESPONDENT

The Michigan Shakespeare
Festival has come fullcircle. In
this, its eighth scason, it boasts
a production of the very play
performed in the festival’s inau-
gural season, the most famous
love story of all time: Romeo
and Juliet,

Directors Terry Heck and
John Scibert have clearly
attempted to produce a tradi-
tional, uncontroversial per-
formance. The result is a com-
petent attempt by energetic
and, for the miost part, excep-
tionally talented actors, But the
three-hour play fails to stir the
pulsc or weaken the knees. The
audience leaves the perform-
:3“ content, but not infatuat-

The production doesn’t begin
with Shakespearc’s intended
prologue (*Two households,
both alike in dignity...”), but
with boys fencing with sticks as
women of Verona beat their
rugs and empty their chamber-
pots from the balcony.

This energetic but busy-look-
ing scene scts the tone for the
cntire production — both scene
and show contain raw, beautiful
moments lacking a unified
direction,

After the Montague and
Capulet servants tussle, every
actor freezes on sluge and they
proceed to unfreeze one by one
to perform the prologuc, taking
turns speaking the lines and
sometimes ing in unison,
This is & baflling choice, and
the audience is leRt as hesitant
and uncomfortable as the
actors appear to be. The
moment with the con-
clusion of the prologue and the
stage explodes into fighting
once more. )

'Itchniliully. $e show hd
im) e with props and cos-
numgﬁcdy suited to the
text, Surely, thisis the way
Shakespeare is meant to be per-
formed — outside in a court-
i;:fl on athrust stage with a

lcony, with traditional cloth-
ing and a few well-chosen
props and set pieces. Luckily
for the audience, Heck and
avoid

to complement the text without |
eocts, The words themschves:

are still the clear focus; thank-
fully, the classic tale s not
dressed up beyond recognition

b
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or good taste.

Despite skillful acting by
Victoria Walters and Paul
Riopelle as the title characters,
they are too old for the roles
they undertake here. Romeo
and Julict were supposed to be
about 16 and 14 years of age,
respectively, but Walters and
Riopelle are clearly far older,
‘This is a setback that cannot be
ignored, especially when they
attempt to infuse their charae-
ters with teenage angst and
childish chamcteristics, In

HEASE SEE SHAXESPEARE, BS

MICHIGAN SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
What: Romeo & Juliet and Otheffo
When: Continues 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Thursday-Sunday to

Sunday, Aug. 4

Where: Ella Sharp Park, Jackson.

Tickets: $16, $8 children age 12 and under. For information or
directions, call (517) 786-5032, (517) 780-4808 or (866) 705-
2636. Web site is www.michshakefest.org

Details: Chairs are provided but viewers can bring fawn
chairs and blankets to sit on the lawn in frant of the risers.
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Megh-Dhanush tells the story of the rainbow, personified as an emotionally
blank man who encounters each of Indla’s six seasons,

The costumes differ, too.
Bharat natyam calls for pants-
style outfits; kathak's spinning
movements look best with long,
flowing skirts. Both styles are
“gorgeous and elaborate,”
Mchta said.

“We've been expressing inter-
est in it {kathak) for a while.
Little did we know we'd be per-
forming it. It's one dance olPle-l-
or 15 in the show, but was quite
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achallenge.”

The 23-year-old works for
EDS as a business service ana-
iyst, but hopes to teach dance
professionally in the future.

“I've danced since I was five
and have been with Nadanta
since | was seven,” she said. *1
was born and raised here. This
is one of my ways of keeping in

PLEASE SEE NADANTA, BS
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