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‘Tony Castellani takes a few
moments to rest before heading
. 1o & Ridgedale Playcrs rck

Hermia is innocent, swect.
She's not the villain, It's hard to
keep things Interesting and not
lash out at anyone” .
Castellani’s done his part to

fn Troy. It's been aheetic sum-
mer running back and forth
between teaching high school

hold audi [
“There’s a misconception

nbo:n Shakespeare ch\g bor-

3:-5. _said Castellani. .

7 stisdentsat C Theatre
School in Bloomfield Hills and
) divecting A Midsummer
- Night’s Dreammiand acting in
“* tamlét, the two productions in
the third annunal Shak

is a comedy and
maves very fast. Shak 3

staff there, Dance teacher
Jennifer Fiandt of Rochester
Hills recently landed a role
with the Rockettes - and school
executive director Patrick

. Barnard was cast in the men's

- chorus in Michigan O,
‘Theatre’s upcoming /.
Travatore. This spring Barnard
perform Ed ‘I n Otcllo.

“Its S

comedies were meant to be
comedies, They're full of physi-
cal comedy. It’s layered with
traditional and traditt

Festitvhl opening Friduy, July

* 26, ot Ridgedale Players.

“Theater is pretty much my
life right now;” said Castcllang,

" director of the senior division

2t Cranbrook Theatre School
and déima director at East
Hills Middle School in

t* Bloomfield Hills: *I'm working

* at Cranbrook from nine in the

“ moming to four or five in and

. around the Greek Theatre in

* the woods and ref, fs at

- ofraid of Shak fi

music and dance. We've edited

in Hip Hop dancing, modern-
ized the musical element.
“Foran audience mamber’

t with music.
There's never a sitting still dull
moment. We use almost every .
dance style,” said Camplon who
has a Master's degree in the-
ater. “In one scene the fairies
are on the ground awakening. 1
invented a prologue not cxis-
tentin the play to get audiences
Tused

i cy're
going to have fun with ft. Its o |
great place for people to start to
turn on to Shak ;.

movement, Hip Hop, It's rcnlly'
fun, Then theres traditional

L I(!]u;m and raised in

udington, Castellani began
reading Shakespeare {n high
schgnl but it took a trip to see n.

"' Ridgedale Players begin at

© seven, I'm ricely home but it’s

™" g0 muchfiin, the people I get to
surround myself with.

“I had some of the actors n
couple of years agoat .
CranbrooK Thidatre School, It's
intere: s to see how they've
grown. A lot of them are the-
ater majors'at colleges across

:the country and home for the

jsummer. Of the 24 east mem-
bers 16 cither have or are pur.
suing theater degrees. That's
pretty unusual for a community
theater sliow; There's lots of
exceptiona] talent”

Jane Fader’s going fora
degree in theater and political

" science at Adrinn College after
studying st Cranbrook Theatre

School just as her mother Amy

did 30 years ago. This is Fader's

first tinus doing community

theater even though she pers
.. fgrméd-with Jinior Actors of

*" Ridgedale during her fpur years™

‘ atCranbrook.
"Itk such a great experience,”
sald Fader. “The school is like
cramming for a test. You learn
somuch in the six weeks and
_now I'm applying the basics of
acting and character analysis to
Hermla, A Midsummer Night's
. Dream s high'eviergy, funny,’
sensual. The amount of hard
- work'thit goes inta it is amaz-
' ing. I wns in the production at
¥ Cranbrook two years ago.

inds of Mus

o (

“

5 Alive witlt thie

August 6

Rugy

Ehnnxc his life. Now he's torn

between directing productions

and playing roles like Claudius
In the dark, braoding Hamlet
ditected by Waterford attorney
John Rowland, artistic director
of the Shakespeare Festival,
Three nights a week Castellani
directs A Midsummicr Night's
Dream and three nights a week
rchearses the charncter that
kills Hamlet's father and steals
the throne,

“In high school I went and
saw A Midsummer Night's-
Dream ot Stratford and 1 was
just blown away,” said
Castellani. “Seeing it dode in
such a grandiose way turned
me on to theater, That
epiphany experience led me to
choose that path,

“Shakespeare was a writer,
uctor, director and wrote for o
specific company of actors and
sometitnes wrote the plays for
particular occastons, Hamlet
has & traditional Elizabethan
feel, quite a contrast to
Midsummer”

As choreographier Roberta
Camplon employed  variety of
styles to update the comedy
and keep it moving. Like
Castellani, Campion lives the-
ater. During the day the
Southficld resident serves as
associate and dance divectar at
Cranbrook Theatre Schoal.

She's especially proud of the

Sk,

. .
August 15

The Rippingtons, David

y Bauoit and Jesn Luc-Ponty

) : Trinity Irish Dance Company
Toneny Lee, Geoll Tate,

Grinter featuring Darvou McCarty
plus many morel

Fosta laliann 2002

{Cannin Francis, Sol lidni ¢

& The Gaylards)

Michae) Holtow ws Marina
Frankie Valll & The: Four Seasons,

At Green
& Ann Neshy

PAUL ANKA

Angust 16O a0 25 0p0

August 23

g called
Bergermask, u“i)tetty ballet,

. L've chorcographed a sultry

" University of Michigan to carn

and the dance of the Queen of
the Fairies Is a rock the ground
kind of dance, When Bottom is
turned into an ass there’s o

bluesy strip kind of music that

danee with a big feather bon.
1t’s just hysterical” .
Joanna Spanos learned much
of what she knows about the-
ater from Campion who directs
the productions at Andover
High School where Spanos was
student. Now Spanos passcs
the knowledge on to students at
Cranbrook Theatre School. She
has two more years togoat the

a BFA in theater performance
and a BA in English, After -
graduation she “plans to move
to New York and make it asan
actor”

A Midsummer Night's Dream.
Wmmmk lﬂJ_A) 9532745 .

THE AMAZING JOKNATHAN

Tickets ot falaceflzk.com, The Poloce Box Office

and all ticketmaster locations.
Charge {248) 645-6666. %
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Cranbrook Theatre School, Ridgedale Players train youth for stage

Sarah Grace (left front row), Chelstine Pabian, Caitle Entwistie (middle row),
Rita Montpetit, Boh Hotchklss, Hilary Lake, Melysha Acharya (row three), Anna
Fleury, Kelsty Adamklewicz tomp through the Ridgedale Players production of

Bent ¢ oma
Magoian m the
CWokd for 1099

"One ol 1he top road
comiy working the

eyt today

Huey Lewis &
1

Tukets available of Rlacrirt.com . The Palace ond DTL Emergy Musi Theasse
and oll (xArtmasiey lootions. Cherge at {248) 643-5666. =

Aaron Corter
ey
Sc;;u.‘mlm; -2
Paul Anka
The Scintas
Honk Williarus Jr.
& Trick Pany wsg
Howling Diahlos
25 George Benson

& Nalalie Cola
Scpt & Anmn Corter

.
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WIN 2 VIP PASSES + PARKING TO “IMPACT AT FORD FIELD"”

IMPACT AT FORD FIELD,THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER
will be the first official entertainment event ==
hosted in Ford Field stadium. Guests attending
the ‘event will enjoy an extravaganza featuring
some of the finest voices from Broadway and the
recording industry, incredible local talent, special effects and other
surprises.

hors d'oeuvres, refreshments, and a live and silent auction to benefit

Answer the questions below and enter to win!

Visit Revvin' with Ford August 1 7th for cars, stars and family fun in
D Birmingham. For information on tickets for the August 16th
Preview Party, call (248) 644-5832 or visit

CONTEST

Cha,

1. Conlest is open to all adults.

2.There will be only one winner,  §

3. Entries must be postmarked no
later than August 15, 2002.

4, Winner will be announced in The

Observer & Eccentric

Clip and put on a postcard—

1 your entry to win a drawing for 2 VIP
lickets to “Impact At Ford
Fleld,"courtesy of Revvin' with Ford.

A $1,000 Valuet Courtesy of Revvin' with Ford

1. In what mode! year was the Ford
Thunderbird first available?
~ 1950 1955 1862

Newspapers.
5. Answers may be placed on a
postcard and mailed to: .

YOU COULD WINI—VIP guests will enjoy a red carpet Hollywood-style
* arrival prior to a private reception featuring local musical entertainment,

charity. VIP guests will then be escorted to the field for a five-course meal

Answers to the three questions below are

o1
|
|

Revvin' with Ford Contest

@bmung Eccentric

win the LeMans 24-Hour Race?
"Two " Four " Five

2. How many years in a row did the GT40

[3. wnat was the average costof a
car In 19577
i7182,760 (” 85,250

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia Ml 48150

Attention: Cathy Young, $10,000

T meorlon Manager
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