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Scarf brings back memories, inspires acts of kindness

Ibrushed a thin veil of dust
from the top of the box s 1
retrieved it from the back of my
closet. More long-forgotten
items for the garage sale, I
thought. But, T was wrang.

While rummaging through
the box, 1 felt some oddly famil-
iar soft material and drew it
toward me. As the long, faded
green scarf came into view, o
flood of fond memories fol-
lowed.

I was given this scarf 23 years
ago by a woman in France who
had not only opened her home,
but her heart, to me.
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This woman, known to me
simply as "Madame,” had a
grown son, who was away at
callege. Perhaps, this was one
of the reasons why she and her
husband decided to share their
living quarters and their lives
with two university students
each summer. I was lucky
cnough to be once of them,

Madarme was extremely kind
and pnlian In addition to car-
ing for “les éstrangers,” she also
baby-sat two prccoclnus a-)ear-
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olds during the day. At nmcs, 1
know she had trouble d

ing toward the front door.

lo learn something about the
and culture.

tiating between the two groups.

But, she spoiled us nnyway.
Each evening she prcpnrcd cui-
sine with wonderfully exotic-
sounding names like *brioche”
and “Inpin.” Then she would sit
back and delight in our reac-
tions, knowing she had done all
she could to educate two very
unsophisticated American
palates. I can still pictuce her
giggling at my failed attempts
to propetly dissect and cat an

“artichaut” (artichoke).
One chilly dny as I was head-
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unable to supy
fit, she stopped me.

“Pour le thume;” she said,
handing me the green searf. I
nodded in comprehension and
gratefully wrapped the warm
length of cotton around my
neck,

Since that time, I have expe-
rienced many acts of kindness,
But, I'll nlways be thankful for
Madamc's generous spirit and
her many little gestures of
goodwill. She never treated me
like an innocent abroad.

As a student, my mission was
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Unfortunately, 1 am still not
fluent in French, However, 1
did learn ane very valuable les-
son: an net of kindness needs
no translation.

Becnuse of Madame, T will
never again feel like a stranger
in France - or anywhere clse

my travels take me. People all
over the world respond to kind-
ness,

That is why the scarf now
hangs on a peg in my hallway,
It is good to remember past
acts of kindness - mostly asa
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reminder to do a good deed for
someone today.
—Karen C,, Farmington Hllh

Has someone s21d a kind woed or done
agood deed that touched your heart
and made your day brighter? Please
take 2 few minutes to share your story
with others

Slorles may be submitted by mall to’
3341t Grand River, Farmington, MI
48335; by FAX to (248) ATT-9722; or via
e-mall to jhubred@oe.homecommngt
or ta the Commission on Children,
Youth and Familfes ! cyf@farmlib.org

District
names new
special
education
director

BY HEATHER REEDHAK
STAFF WRITER

Aveteran Clarkston
Community Schools adminis-
trator has been named the new
specinl education director for
Farmington Public Schools,

Patricia Brumback, assistant
superintendent in Clarkston
and also a Clarkston resident,
was appointed by the board at
its regular meeting Tuesday,
July 16, She replaces interim
director Lynn Noelke, who
handled special education since
Jan Richnrds retired in June,

“I'm very grateful to have this
appointment and look forward
to getting to know the commu-
nity,” Brumback said after she
was appointed.

While with Clarkston,
Brumback supervised adminis-
trative staff and the operations
of the 2,300-student high
sehool. With Fanmington, she
will oversee a special education
program that services 1,495
students.

Brumback is working toward
adoctorate in educational
administration from Wayne
State University, She earned
her bachelor’s degree in ele-
mentary education from
Michigan State University, and
completed other degree work at
Oakland University.

Superintendent Bob Maxficld
said that he was impressed with
Brumback's work with SCAMP,
which provides s summer camp
experience for students with
disabilities.

“Pat has enjoyed a long and
distinguished carcer with the
Cl njkslon schools” Maxfield
L

Some highlights of
Brumback's carecr with
Clarkston:

1998 to present, assistant
superintendent

1996-1998 director of student
support services

1994-1996 dircctor of special
education

1993-1994, administrative
supervisor/autism

1992-1994, teacher consulte
ant

1972-1992, teacher, general
and special education

hnizegham3oe homecommnet |
{248) 4175450

City seeks
nature
donations

Are you sick nnd tired of
dusting that old mounted
largemouth bass, cnughtby
Uncle Harry in 19507 The City
of Farmington Hilla is presently
constructing a nature center at
Heritage Park and {s asking for
donations of Michigan related.
items.

Mounted animals and fish, : o
rock colleetions, nature books -
or any other nature ftems in
good condition will be ueccpted
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CALL 800-424-8188 YO ORDER ANYTIME, STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place {953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Snt. 10-0, FOR INFORMATION call 9537500,
CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 276),

oy

Naturalist Joe Derek at (248)
473-9574 for more information,



