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There's a lot to consider when deciding
whether to repair or replace appliance

received an e-mail the other

day from Ms, Lalonde, wha

tells me she has a Kelvinator
oven that no longer works. The
burners on top are all funetion-
ing but the oven clements fail
to come on,

“This oven, she says, isalate
1940s model and she would like
to have it repaired so she can
keep the 1950s loak in her
kitchen. Her biggest fear is not
finding someone to fix this beau-
tifitl ereature of a kitchen range
who knows what they're doing.

1say to you, my dear, you
deserve better than what you
have endured all these years,

You are more than deserving
of o new state-of-the-art, mod-
ern day range that has sclf:
cleaning features that dos
really clean the interior like
they should

Why should you keep n stove
that has nice, cool exterior
parts when you could have one
that gets so hot on the outside
it will burn your grandchil-
dren’s fingers?

‘Those nice, thick burners on
top should be replaced with lit-
tle, skinny ones that are known
to explode just when you put
your hand on the handle of the
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frying pan. Why would you
want burners on n stove to last
50 years plus?

Ms. Lalonde, if I could re-
ereate the stove you have |
would give it to you for free,
just for taking stich good care
of the one you have,

1 must first of all apologize
for being facetious with my

ves that major appli-
¢ made as well as they

once W

Thus gain another prob-
Jem beside: liu one of finding
someone competent to repair
it, and that is the question of
the condition of the wires
within your range.

1 have seen electrical wires
that i thronghout the inside
of a stove such as yours be so
brittle that they almost break
apart with only a slight touch.

This would mean the complete
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rewiring of your range, which
would cost so much it isn't fea-
sible to do.

Let's sny you decided to go
ahead and get it done anyway.
What would you doifa few
months later the oven thermo-
stat went bad and I doubt if
you could find vne anywhere in
the country? All the mency you
already spent is gone to waste,

1 have rcxu-d many upinians

Refuse to write off
summer season yet

ot ean’t ignore your calen-
dar. It is August, In a short
period of time, your child
will be back in school, That is
no reason to write off the rest
of the summer break,
’h-yto ignore & all the early bird
hool advertising you,

that inform
when a person should choosc to
replace instead of fix an appli-
ance, The trite rule should be
based on the knowledge thnt n
homeowner has of that particu-
lav appliance, The age, the

usage factor - whether it was
hardly used or how frequently
it was us nnd more make
up the deeision of a consumer.

Now, with all that said, }
would like to give you my per-
sonal viewpoint on the kitchen
range.

The stoves of today coming
into this country from oversens
are something to look at. The
quality and structure of these
pmducls is apparent by simply
opening and closing a door.
Rap your knuckle on the side
pancl and you can judge the
thickness of the metal used.
Talk about quality, they”
it; and they also have the price
1o match it

‘The bigger question
remains: When will we get this
kind of product from our own
appliance manufacturers? 1
wish you goud shopping, and
please do so wiscly. Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon ¢an now be heard on
WVJ-950 and WXYT-1270. He is a mem-
ber and past president of 1hé Sociaty
of Consumer Affairs Professionals. His
phone number is {248) 455-7281.

Repair = Rernode

The Naboa's Oidost.

Visit Our
UNIQUE
(734} 435-8900

Wa Ao Soscnatre b Rrvas.

see on television, in your news-
paper and on store displays for
awhile, Alter your mindset by
looking at the days hetween
now and the school bell as
tremendous opportunitics to try
activitics your funily hasn't
experieiiced yet this season,

Consider these helpful
thought starters:

M Buy a new game and actu-
ally read the rules before you
play.

Chnllcn;,c your child to

uapc of a favorite lacation,

W Pack up a meal and go on
o pichie,

B Count the stars.

B Start & new conversation
by asking each other questions.
{¥hat famous person wauld
yau like to changes places with
for a dag?” “What would you
do if yon won the lottery?”
“Whom do you most admire?”

B Collect beach glass,

B Preserve @ sumitier memo-
1y. Put sand from your favorite
beach in a jar you can look at all
year long. Make a shadaw box of
your favorite things.

M Shop end-of-the-senson
bargains, Experience a sidewalk
sale,

, MGotounice cream parlorin
alocal downtown area, eat out-
side and watch the world go by.
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Ina short period of time,
your child will be back in
school. That is no reason to
write off the rest of the
summer break.

W Make homemade popsicles.
W Visit relatives and fricnds
you've been wanting to sce.

M Go to a concert in the

park.

W Plan your family’s back-to-
school routine - together,

W Shop with your child for
fun back-to-school things,

@ Journal together. Mark
the most memorable moments
of your family’s summer vaca-
tion.

 Thke a bont ride.

W Teach each other some-
thing new - something yon
know how to do that your child
doesn’t, or vice versa. For
instance, teach your child how
to play golf and ask him to
show you howto burna CD on
the

W Share a slice of your child-
hood, such as an old family tra-
dition or your fuvorite ice
cream sundace your mother
used to make, with your child.

W Ask someone to take your
family’s holiday card photo-
graph.

M Clean things your family
has been putting off (i.c. bicy-
cles, toys and the garage).

M Laugh at the movies.

M Get lost in books at the
library.

W Thke a mystery tnp Plan
something your child isn't
up:.clml, and surprise him or

l Wash your family vehicle,
inside and out.
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u th.- a song or 4 mean-
ingful pos

" l’lan a polluck dinner with
other fumilics,

S Thke n bike ride and occa-
sionally stop to notice some-
thing new about the surround-
ings.

W Start a new exercise routine
together. Make it something you
haven't done together before,
whether it’s morning stretching,
brisk walking or tennis,

Above all, enjoy August. It's
stitl summertime. Muke your
own list of things to do togeth-
er. Get out there and do them.
September is as far off as you
choose to make it.

To leave LIsa Luckow-Healy a message
from a touch-tone phone bout how
you celebrate family, call {734) 953
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We reduced the price,
not the advice.

show you

Save 20-70% on Lamps

We've marked 20% to 70% reductions on 3 wide selection

of high quality lamps — Including swch brand names 23
Westwood, Kovacs, Koch + Lowy and Frederitk Cooper, But
we haven't reduced the advice available to you (3t no extra
(havge} from our lighting consuftants. For.example, a1k them
asimple table lamp can change the mocd
nl a toom, Or let them show you what o look for in  reading
lamp. 3t's the kind of tonsultation we've always offered with
ourlamps, and lighting fixtures. The only difference is ~

right now, the lamps are on sale.
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