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FARMINGTON E
The Falcons practiced in the

afternoon and evening, which
gave the players a break from
the heat for the second session.

he afternoon was warm,
but it was fine. It wasn't as
much of & problem (as other
years), although that's me talk-
ing"” Bechtel said. “I didn’t do a
lot of running today”

The players were issued hiel-
mets at 8 a.m. and were in
mectings until the first practice
at 2:45 p.nn X

“We prepared videos and
technique tapes; we introduced
drills and schemes. That’s
before we hit the practice field,”
Bechtel said,

“We went full speed. The
pace of practice was awful
quick, We weren't in one spot
very long”

‘When the scason starts
Thursdny, Aug. 29, the Falcons
will have  new look. Their uni-
forms will be similar to those
worn by the Denver Broneos,

“The kids are excited about
that,” Bechtel said. “We're look-
ing forward to breaking them
out in the opener”

Farmington was 0-9 lost year
but {s starting anew, and
Bechtel sald the attitude of the
players refiects their high
expectations,

“We've been talking about o
championship effort,” Bechtel
said, “I'm not suggesting we're
there yet, but swe're certainly
better.

“Now we have touse thatas o
building block. It's gaing to get
harder as the week goes on,
We're going to get sore and
tired. We have to fight through
thosc obstacles. But Day One -
we were OK.”

The Falcons expect to be
successful, not because of the
move to the OAA, but because
of their 18 returning starters,

according to Bechtel,

“If we were in the Western
Lakes, we'd be in the same boat
as we are now;” he said, “Our
kids are stronger, faster, We're
better in every phase of the

game,

*We don't talk to the kids
about the OAA. We're prepar-
ing the same as ifwe were In
the other league. The kids don’t
know anything about the teams
we're playing”

NORTH FARMINGTON
The large turnout has two

benefits for the Raiders, The
first is Increased competition

for starting positions and play-

ing time.

In the past, key players were
often missing in August duc to
vacations. Coach Rich Burrell
and his staff had no choice but
to wait until they returned.

“Now, we tell the kids, ‘If you
Bo n\vnf'. go away, but somebody
clse will have your job,” Burrel]
snid. *This year with the high

numbers, nobody can afford to
take a day off, and it’s close at
every position. I think it's

great!”

The second advantage is the
Raiders plan to two-platoon,
.meaning they'll have one set of
offensive players and a separate
sct for defense.

“We had two offensive and
two defensive practices,” Burrell

As for the heat, the key num-

ber, according to Burrell, is
“when the heat Index reaches
96. It did Monday afternoon,
and the Raiders had water
breaks every 10 miantes.

It was hatter than we would
have liked; but there was o nice
Iitt)e breeze blowing” Burrell
said, “After all the training
we've had from (FPS athlctic

sald. “We doubled the workin  director) Mr. (Briun) Swinehart
thosc arens. about heat-related illness, we
“We're p atamuch ourp We're
faster rate than we have inthe  making smart declsions in the
ast., I think that will really best {nterest of the kids.”

elp our chances for success in
the fall”

Like their counterparts at
the ather schools, the Raiders
hit the ground running
Monday.

“The kids did a lot of off-sea-
son work at our skills camp and
other activities,” Burrell said.
*“The coaching staff worked
hard getting ready. We were
very organized and ready to go,
We couldn't have been mare
pleased for the first day”

‘The Raiders also are prepar-
ing just as they would if they
were still in the Western Lukes,
Burrell said.

*“But moving to the OAA defi-
nitely will be a new challenge,”
he added. “They have some
great teams over there, but we
loak forward to playing teams
cqual to our earollment. That
gives the coaches and kids
some encouragement.”
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HAWKS
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same offense, We'll just haven
little more emphasis on the
running game,

"If (fullback Kevin) Zerbo is
as strong a runnesas we think,
we'll give him the ball and take
some pressure off (tailback)
Muarcus (Woods).”

Herrington said the Hawks
are still looking for team lead-
ers with so many players gone
from last year's 14-0 team,
including 10 starters on
offense.

He echoed Farmington conch
John Bechtel’s comment about
the players being unfamilinr
with their new opponents in
the OAA,

“Alot of our kids don’t reatly
know who those teams are,”
Herrington said. “They're really
thinking about Brother Rice
right now. That's all I've heard
them talking about, It will
probably take a couple years to
develop a rivalry in the OAA”

In the short term, the Hawks
were looking forward to putting
on the pads for the first day of
contact drills today.

“Oh, yeah, that's when you
really get excited,” Herrington
said. . .
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Veteran football coach John Herrington beglns his 33rd seascn at Harrison
with 299 victorles.

LEAGUES WITH OPENINGS

Monday Men...ccouens.
Wacjne“!ay Knight:

MEN

6:15 pm
9:30 pm

6:15
g1z pm

Thursday JR House Trio.....3 Man

University Men

8:30 pm

woeeeS Man,

6:15 pm

Frida
Mon ﬂy;Fndny

Morning....

LADIES
«.Ladies Forum.
Daytil Ladie:

+9:15 am

Y
5 Person

9:30 pm

Every Friday Swin

gin 9|

MIXED

0's Mixed 3 fﬂcn......

Every Other

y Country C

Every Other S
Every Other §

day Hits & Miss

y Country R

vdies (4 Teams).... 7:30 pm
8:00 pm

Every Other Sunda

Every Other Satu

Farmington Odd Couples..

ay Saturday Mixers.......

Monday/Wed

SENIORS
day

jors 12:30 pm

ATTENTION
LADIES!

Join a Ladies Morning League!

YOUTH LEAGUES '02-'03
Saturdays
Two-17 Week Sessions

JUNIO

COACH
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Ambrose, 43, had been with
the Faleons this summer, teking
them to summer camp and
coaching them in summer league

ames,

He coached freshman girls
basketball at North Farmington
the last two years, and he has
coached the Farmington boys JV
team for seven years,

Before taking the basketball
job at Nosth, Ambrose had
coached freshman and JV foot-
ball at Farmington for nearly a

C.

“When this opportunity came -

up, my wife (Bonnie) sald 1
should go for it," he said, *She
and my daughter (Caroline) have
been very supportive of me. I'm
happy to be where L am. I have
support at home, so that makes it
even better.”

Ambrose's association with
Farmington began when former
varsity football coach Lauri
Niskanen put him an the coach-
ing staff when he was a substitute
teacher,

He was later hived to teach ele-
mentary physical education, and
he recently had been the district
department chair for PE.

Ambrosc assumes a new job
with the 2002-03 school year,
becoming the building athletic
director at Farmington High
with part-time PE teaching
duties.

Ambrose said he doesn't miss
football, although he still checks
the weekend scores to see how
tcams are doing.

*For the most part, I've been
enjoying basketbatl and enjoying
not having to deal with the (out-
door) clements,” he said.

Farmington
High basket-
ball coach
Greg Ambrose
demonstrates
atechnique I
for playing |
offense while
Lindsay Hall
supplies the
defense
Monday,

BUL BRISUER |
CBSTRVIR

Farmington graduated six sen-
jors and has only two players
with substantial varsity experi-
ence ~ senior Deanna Gauer and
junior Brittaney Coleman,

But the Falcons played well in
July during team camp at
Northwood University in
Midland, accurding to Ambrose.

*I saw a lot of good things,” he
snid. “Fll be a lot more demand-
ing than § was early in the year.
‘We did alot of teaching; now the
pressure is on.

*Our legs were a little bit rusty |
(Monday), but we loosened up
the cobwebs and are hoping to
coming back stronger (Tuesday)"

Ambrose, who said practice
went much smoather the second
day, looks forward to leading the
Falcons into the Oakland *
Activities Association.

The change of leagues and bet-
ter apportunity in the OAA
Division 111 wasn't a factor in
Ambrose taking the Farmington
varsity job.

*1 would have taken it cither
why;” he said, *but it certainly
does help becausc I think we can
be very competitive going in.

*In the non-league season fast
year, the teams we played - -
Berkley, Grqves, Royal Oak - our
girls beat them, We're feeling
pretty confident.

“It’s a fresh start for us, We're
in a new league and playing
teams we know we can compete
with, We're playing to win.”

Ambrosc played football, bas-
ketball and baseball at Rochester
High School, and he received his
degree from Alma Callege.

He worked for the YMCA for
10 years before returning to
school to update his teaching cer-
tificate nnd plan a career change.
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OAA DIVISIONS

Here is a list of the divisional assign-
menls in the Dakland Activities
Assoclation fot the 2002 fall sporis sea-
son.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Divlslon I: West Bloomfierd, Troy,
Waterford Ketlering, Clarkslon, Troy
Alhens, Rochester, Rochester Adams,
Lake Oricn.

Divislon It; Farmington Harslson,
Bloomtield Hills Lahser, Waletford Malt,
Pontiac Horihern, Oak Park, Southtield,
Kodth Farmington.

“~

Divislon UL Auburn Hills Avendale,
Berkley, Feindale, farminglon,
Birmingham Groves, Southfield-tathrup,
Birmingham Seahotm, Ponliac Central,

Division I¥; Bloomiield Hills Andaver,
Clawson, Royal Oak Dondero, Hazef Park,
Royal Oak Kimbalt, Madison Helghts
1amphere, Madison, Rochester Sianey
Creek.

GIRLS SWIMMING

Divislon 1: Lahser, Adams, Troy,
Seahotm, North Farmington, Groves.

Divlsion It: Rochesler, Alhens, West
Bloomlietd, Beskicy, Andover, Lake
Orign.

Division tii: Clardstan, farmington,
Harelson, Kimball, Ferndale, Stoney
Creek Dondeto. .

Divislon I¥: Soulhtietd, Hazel Park,
Avondale, tamphere. Ceatral Horlhetn,

FOOTBALL

Division & Harvison, Ciackston, Lake
Orion, Adams, Athens, Wott, roy,

Rochester.

Divlsion II: West Bloamfield,
Southlield, Kimball, Groves, Norihern,
Lathzup, Seahotm, Kettesing. E

Dlvislon MI: Ferndale, Centrat, Qak
Park, Hocth Farmington, Berkiey,
Farmington, Stoney Creek.

Olvislon I¥: Avandale, Haze Park,
Andover, Lahser, Lamphere, Donders,
Matison, Ctawson.

CROSS COUNTRY

Divlslon : Clarkston, Adams, Troy,
Lahe Orion, Rochester, Albens, Seahoim.

Divislon I1: Groves, Molt, West
Bloomtield, Berkley, Horth Fasmington,
Andover, Lahser, Farmington.

Divislon (Il: Harsison, Kimball,
Lamphere, Clawson, Dondero, Kettering,
Stoney Creek, Avondale.

Divilon I¥: Ferndale, Nosthern, Hazet
Park, Soulhfield, Lathrup, Oak Patk,
Centeal, Madison.

8OYS GOLF

Oivislon L Adams, Clarkston, Lahser,
Lake Orion, Mott, Rochester, Troy.
lon Ik Andover, Alhens, Harrkson,
Groves, Kettering, Seaholm, West
Bloomfieta.

Divislon Kl: Berktey, Dondero,
Farminglon, Ferndate, Kimball, Korth
fon, Stoney Creeh.
Division I¥; Avondale, Clawson, Hazel
Pars, Lathtup, Dak Park, Central,
Horlhern, Southfietd,

GIRLS TENKIS

Divislon £ Adams. Athens, Cfarkston,
Groves, Lahser, Horth Farmington.
Seaholm, Troy.

Divislon 1L Andover, Berkley,
Farmington, Harrisen, Lake Orion,
Rochesler, West Bloomlield,

Divisien (: Avondale, Clawson,
Kellering, Ximball, Kall, Southtield,
Stoney Creek.

IV: Dondera, Femdate, Hazel
EML Lamphere, Lathrup, Northern, 02k
ark,

BOYS SOCCER

Diviston I: Tray, Alheas, Adams,
Rochestes, Kimball, Fatmington,
Clarkston.

Divlslon I1: Matt, Lahser. Geaves,
Seahajm, Andover, Kettering, Lake Orion,
NorthF on.

Division IlI: tamphete, Dondero,
Berxley, West Rlgomlield, Avondale,
Stoney Creek,

Divlsion [V: Fesndale, Southlield,
Lathrup, Central, Clawson, Hazel Park,
Horthern, Madison.

AUGUST 16-17-18

FRI 12-9 « SAT 10-8 « SUN 10-6

Boys & Girls In 7th-9th Grade
10:00...$8...3 Games
HIGH SCHOOL

Scholarship League
Boys & Girls 9th-12th Grade

10:00...59...3 Games
PREPS

Experlonced Boys & Girls thru the 7th
Grade. Some Exceplions

12:15...$8...3 Games

BUMPERS
Ages 4 thru 6

12:30...55...1 Game

30250 W. Nine Mile Rd., Farmington Hills
(1/2 Mile West of Middlebelt Road)

248.476.3201
ECY

Highlights:
sFree Babysitting
*Trophies
sMonday-Friday
*Beginners-Expearienced
*Start ot 9:30 am
¢ Affordable Entertainment
*Make New Friends
*Clean, Well Maintained
Establishment
*Friendly Atmosphere
Instructor Available
sleagues Start After Labor Doy

Why Stay Home And Do
Houseworki?

1,000'S OF C.D."S
SHAREWARE
GAMES « BOOKS
SCANNERS
MONITORS
MODEMS

. KEYBOARDS

75 & FUREKA RD
(EXIT 36)
B7-2000




