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Voters deserve better
than 11th-hour attack

The mailing arrived in Farmington and Farmington Hills
Friday and Snlurdny.]ust before the Aug. 5 primary clection,

With Republican Valerie Knol's committee identification,
the brochure featured photos of her apponent Terry Sever,
one topped with the familinr circle with a diagonal line
through it and the other marked with a full-out X"

The rest of the mailing was, for anyone who has paid
attention to Sever's political history, a mish-mash of old
news. Knol makes the point that the voters deserved to know
about his history of finuncial difficulties, because fiscal
responsibility is a very important issue, especially now.

If that's true, why didn't she make it a campaign issue
weeks ago? Why drog out the personal attacks at the end of
the primary campaign season and at a time when there was
no opportunity for Sever to respond?

‘We're not going to nrguc whether he should have beena
better businessman. Business failures and personal financial
problems are a way of life in this country. Lots of people get
into trouble and work their way out again. And yes, some-
times it takes 15 years to get back on track when you've been
badly derailed.

Perhaps with a little more expericnce and a shade more
compassion for the human condition, Knol will understand
that someday. What she should understand, having been
involved in a number of political campaigns, is that last-
minutc attack ads don't do a single thing to promote the
kind of high quality political discaurse that truly helps peo-

-ple make up their minds about which is the better candidate
in any electlon.

+ We agree with Knol that voters should be given the facts
nnd nllo\" ed to decide. We don tagree, however, that the

and i sher jed gave

, them that opportunity.

This kind of 11th hour attack politics represents behavior
unbecoming any candidate who wishes to serve the citizens
;»(folmnington and I‘nrmlngton Hills, but particularly Valerie

no

Ina prc-prlmnryml(mcw on Christian radio station
WMUZ, Knol professed hier faith and her commitment to
Christian values. She made n point of saying that while she
might disagree with someone, she would always tell the
truth about hayw she feels and she would always be consis-
tent.

Is Knol mmmltlnd to l'mmess nnd truth as she claimed or
an barred who will lash out at
another mnd:dntc usmg false information and unfair tactics
in order to win a few votes? Frankly, up until we saw this

- brochure, we !hought the former,

\

Now we're just not sure.

Only time will tell, and we urge voters to keep a close eye
on her campaign between now and November.,

We certainly will,

Local officials
steel legislators

On Tuesdny morning, local officials made a trek to
Lansing to put some steel in the backbones of their state
representatives, Their mission was to make sure that the
state Legislature voted to overturn Gov. John Engler's
veto of $845 million in revenue sharing to loeal govern-
ments.

Just three wecks ago, the lame-duck governor created a
firestorm with his veto. He argued that the state's precari-
ous financial situation would only grow waorse, if voters
were to approve three ballot issues that are expected to be
on the November ballot.

At the time the Republican leadership of Speaker Rich
Johnson and Senate Majority Leader Dan DeGrow said
that the votes were in plece to affirm Engler's veto, That
was before legislators heard from the folks back home.

Local governments have made it plain that they want
their money, and they don't like the idea of the governor
playing games with their funding to exert influence over
voting on the proposals, Many communities are also fac-
ing budget shortfalls and need the state money to main-
tain such essential services as police and fire protection.

Engler blithely promised that he'd make sure revenue
sharing funds were restored, if voters voted against the
proposals, The veto smacked of arTogance and was rightly
perecived as a form of high-handed blackmail.

‘We are not prepared yet to argue the merits of the pro-
posals, But we don't belicve that withholding needed
state funding from local governments is a responsible way
to conduct public business.

After hearing from home, the Legislature have voted
overwhelmingly to restore the revenue sharing money,
Wc salute the local leaders who put pressure on their rep-

to ref thei of their districts,

Wc also salute those representatives who stood up to
their popular governor and handed him the first guberna-
torial veto override in 25 years.
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Campalg signs of every persuasion stand at the northwest corner of Twelve Mile and Drake Road.

Soccer nightmare

I'm 18 years old and have been a volun-

teer conch for a Farmington Soccer Club

(FSC) girls team for four years, The “Blue  Observer staff attemipts to berate two
Judicial did into i

Steak” was a very talented group of girls.

1 coached them for the fall, spring and
indoor scasons. The past three scasons
they took cither first or second place.

A SoccerZone manager, Todd
Crawford, spoke to me-about the Novi
Ice, a select soccer club he formed. We
were looking for a higher level of play,
and a chance to improve even more.

After working with Michigan State
Youth Soccer Association (MSYSA), Mr.
Crawford {nvited our team to play for his
club. As a team, we unanimously voted
for playing for the Novi Ice in the spring.

Later, Mr. Crawford found out,

and Kimberly Wong of the Farmington
Soccer Club were planning to file legal
charges against him, me and all of the
players on the Blue Steak,

Mr. and Mrs, Wong claimed that the
team belonged to Farmington, and that
we were under contract to play for FSC
for the fall as well as the spring season,

The parents and I were never made
aware of this, It's never been stated on
any registration form, and we are
required to filt out new forms every sea-
son.

The Wongs forced Mr. Crawford to

fold Novi Ice. Now my team had no place

to play. I ealted and e-mniled Mr, and
Mrs, Wong asking for my team to retumn
to F5C,

A day Inter, they responded that they
would respond with an answer in 72

hours. After three days, they agreed to let

a few of the girls play on the other FSC
U-13 girls teams,
They also informed me that I was sus-

pended from coaching. On March 10, the

parents of the girls and I had a meeting
with Mr, and Mrs. Wong.

The reason they used for sus,
me? “Special Club Rulcs Coi

ndmg

. Observer must be fgnored,

LETTERS

Ohserver disappoints

How telling when one reads the
Editorial Opinion of July 25, in which the

their

has the best chance of winning the gener-
a) election and helping bring more
Democrats into office throughout .
Michigan. Thosc of us who want our
states back after 12 years of conservative .
Republi know that we need strength

opinions regarding racial profiling in
Farmington Hills.

1t is always disappointing when the
staff of the Farmington Observer show-
cases its true mission: that of chicf apolo-
gist and lapdog of Farmington Hills
administrators, What a shameful waste of
avaluable community resource.

My wife and I recently had the pleasure
of chatting with yet another candidate for
the 47th District Court. It turns out that
this front running candidate has been
pondering the dilemma of what to do

‘v with police officers that come to court
through a contact at MSYSA, that Bruce  and lis

Citizens that have expressed concern

with the unholy alliance between certain
judicial candidates and the police are

asking the right questions. Pick up your
phone, call the eandidates and ask them
the though questions.

Bullying and intimidation from our city
council and their cheerleaders at the
The 47th
District Caurt does not belong to the city
council, it does not belong to Chief
Dwyer, and it certainly does not belong to
the staff at the Observer and Eceentric
Newspapers,

‘Why, then, are they all squealing like
stuck pigs? The answer {s simple. The
47th District Court is the independent
citizen's court.

The status quo is about to change and
that clearly does not sit well with the
entrenched establishment or their apolo-
gists.

Mark and Jean

in the legislature as well. That's why :
Democrats running for Michigan Senate «
in swing scats are supporting
Granholm-they know their chances rest
with her,
This campnign is about ali of our
futures and the future begins on Aug. 6.
Please join us in voting for Jennifer
Granholm for Governor. .
State Rep. Glida Jacoks
Michigan House Demotratic Floor Leader '
Maxine Berman
Michigan House of Representatives, 1983
1996

Buying election? i

Last time I checked 1didn't realize our ¢
political offices were for sale to out-of-
town carpetbaggers. Sadly, that seemsto |
bc the case in our State Representative

Toduy I checked my mailbox and I'ound
a letter from the Grand Rapids-based
Great Lakes Education Project on behalf *
of candidates Valerie Knol, who just hap-
pened to move from that city a few years
ago. Thesc special interests from the
other sidc of the state are doing
thing they can to buy an office for their
hometown Hilary.

According to the Associnted Press, the
Great Lakes Education Project in this -
year alone has spent more than a quarter
of o mitlion dollars to help candidates like !
Knol buy their election. All this while
honest candidates beat the p to

Farmington Hills

Granho!m for Governor
We are proudly supporting Jennifer

abide by any and all rules

the by-laws which pertain speciﬁmlly to
them. All members will abide by deci-
sions made by the Board,”

What law did 1 not abide by? I asked
several times at the meeting, but to this
doy have reccived no response.

The next day, I requested an appeal of
this decision both to FSC and MSYSA.

Tom Faro, president o SA, I

for because she is
lhc best candidate running in either
party. She is a fervent supporter of public
education, Michigan families and yes,
reproductive freedom.

Between us, we have spent cighteen
years in the Michigan legislature defend-
ing reproductive rights and we would
never support any candidate who was not
ly pro choice. No amount of

me fn an e-mail dated March 11, lhn! the
best solution for everyone was for my
team'to play in the Lakes Area Youth
Soccer League in the Great Lakes Select
Division, FSC wouldn't allow this. *

Later, I reccived an e-mail from the
Wongs saying that they wouldn't deal
with my appeal until April 10, well after
the spring scason began,

On March 24th, my suspension was
rescinded duc to pressure on FSC by
MSYSA

Whnt‘my team and I went through was

both unfair and illegal. I feel Iwas con-
stantly lied to and taken advantage of, 1
feel they made it as difficult as possible
for me to continue coaching.

Beth Dieh!
Farmingtan Hills Jennifer G

negative ads or automated phone calls
paid for by faccless committees will
change Jennifer Granholm's position, She
has been endorsed by Emily’s List,
Michigan NOW, National Women's
Campaign l-\md. Michigan Women's
Campaign Fund, and the Onc Hundred
‘Women organization. All of these groups
Il;lsist on reproductive rights as a bottom
ne.

“win votes the old fashioned v way,

Knol, who has only lived in ourcitya
handful of years, apparently had no prob-
lem selling herself in exchange for their
asslstance.

1t’s hard enough when candidates like
Knol bow to special interest groups, but
it's cven worse when they doitin a city
that fsn't even their home.

That's not the kind of representation I -
want in Lansing.

Chuck Kaphe
Farmington Hillsu'

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your fetters to the editor. Please
inctude your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 -3
wnr;is gr fess, We may edit for clatity, space and
content.

Malt
Letters to the editor
gton Observer

Jennifer h
well-thought out positluns un allof the
issues we t]';nrle n}mul (o h)\blcdnth
W olmforgov.com) and she pro-
vides Ehrznklnd of lﬁh creative npplsmch-
€310 problems that Michlg:m 80 desper-
ately needs right now.

Finally, and not lc:u:};mpnrmnl,

is

who
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QUOTABLE

“It's often difficuft to understand God's work.”

Farmington Hills Councliman Jon Grant an the unexpected death of city attorney John Donohue




