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Get the facts before you decide about de-clawing

he list of hot button topies

seems cndless, running the

gamut from assisted suicide
to cloning. These issues inspire
intense dncussmn, setting peo-
ple offwith varying levels of
opinion,

Certain issues polarize opin-
ions to the extreme. Abortion.
Gun contral.
Which Darrin
was the best on
Bewitched?
Thesc Issues
usually don't
inspire discus-
sion, just nrgu-
ment; each
side with
strong opin-
fons snd valid
paints, but
with little like-

About Animals

Dr. Brad Davis |
lihood of

surgical skill, using techniques
to decrease the time anes-
thetized, and the pain involved.

PAIN

Most owners deciding on
whether to de-claw worry
about the pain of the surgery.
Nobody wants to sec their crit-
ter ouchy.

‘Trust me, vets don’t waat to
see a patient in pain. Not only
does it break your heart (most
vets kind of like animals a lit-
tle), but it hurts your reputa-
tion, Pain is the enemy.

New paln control protocols
help dramatically.

Many vets place patches con-
taining Fentanyl on the cats,
These patches slowly release a
controfled amount of poin
jon into the animal

In veterinary medicine, de-
clawing cats fits this mold,

No doubt about it, de-claw-
ing has gotten a bad name.
Like most things, when you
break it down, it sounds terri=
ble. The furthest bone of the
toe Is removed, climinating the
nail that grows from it, and the
incision closed with a tissue
gluc or sutures,

Remember, we're not talking
about the Three Stooges tying
one end of the string around
the toenail and the other end
around the doorknob. Vets
perform this procedure with
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weuring it over a few da,

Since implementing th
patchies in surgery protocol
aver the lust fev
fort following a de-claw surgery
scems greatly reduced.

Twatch kittens as they wuke up
after the sungery, and they seern
mellow. Managing pain allows
for n better, smoather recovery
from anesthetic, and aids in
more rapic healing, as they tead
to leave the paws alone.

For an owner getting their
beloved kitty buck, having their
pet jump up on the couch
without ouchies within n day

or two makes de-clawing more
neeeptable,

Some argue the pain patches
hide the pain. They do. They
argue de-claws hurt and thus
should never be performed,
begging kitten owners to avoid
the dread surgery, so their kit~
ten can grow and live lifens a
full cat, with claws en all four
paws.

That's perfectly fine. I never
begrudge anyone who doesn't
want their cat de-clawed.
Absolutely great. But don’t
make the decision without
knowing the facts. That's how
you hurt your pet.

THINKING AHEAD

"Foo many times §will
young Lnll]!'L come into my
cliniewith a new kitten they

The kitten will ne

their things, they

only own older things anyw

- worn lwrsiture il

wouldn't hurt by
R

life. A eat you get
be there (God willing) until
you are a young adult. If you
get akitten in your early 20s,
you'll be pushing hard at mid-
dle age when the eatis elderly.
The point is

don’t have
will you lnter? You Tove your

kitten, but when the cat starts
destroying expensive furniture,

ceisions often don't go the
cat’s way,

Studies have shown the
numbcer one cause of cat
deaths in America annually
comes from cuthunasia
beeause of behavioral prob-
{eass, such as clawing furni-
ture, 1 often have to speak to
prople with elder cats about
d:.-clm\m;,. to avoid that final

De-clawing an older cat does
irritate me. Along with being
more difficult, the procedure
takes much longer, and cer-
tainly can have a significant
amount of blood, which you

s seein Youngerd

The big problen come
The pa \uhu Telp, but these
cats can he very uncomfortable
fur it while nfter the surgery.
ence Ttell everyone with
kitten to really think about the
de-claw, Sixteen weeks old is
better than 6 months, which is
better than 1y i
ter than 2,
du an adult
wunild he quite lmp[

Famnot s
Kitten de-claw
everyone - eertainly not true
Dt think it through befor
dismiss the idea completely for
moral reasons when your kit-
tenis onably young
enough to get the procedure,

1'you decide to have the
procedure done or not, it's
wonderful.

But make a good cholce that
fits your cat and your current
and future life,

Incidentally, rarcly should
cats get a four-foat de-claw.
‘They scratch with the front
paws, not the backs, Sure, they
can damage vinyl or leather, or
skin, when they jump offand
their clnws dig in, but realisti
cally getting all four donce is
unneeessary.

By the way - Dick York was
by far the better Darrin,

Take Home Message: Not
everyone with a young kitten
should get their pet de-clawed,
but that is when you should
consider it. The surgery has
become much more pnm-fn-u
over the years, so don't be
seared off without all the facts,
with your vet, and make
decision now, (o help
liMicult decision down

lllc Tine,

Dr. Brad Davls is the medical director
for the VCA of Garden City, 2085
Inkster Road, Garden City, MI 48135,
Feel trec to write him there with ques-
tions and comments. He fs also ane of
the hosts of the nationally syndicated
radio show Animal Talk. Visit the Web
site al veww. Animaitalksadio.com,

You can send e-mai! questions or
comments to OrBrad®animaltalkra-
dio.com.
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suggestions.

he numbers below:

To advortise in this popular section, calt one of

Has your home held up over this unusually hot summer?
Does your lawn need help? Don't miss our annual Fall
Home Improvement section coming the week of
September 8. You'll find some
exciting ideas and valuable
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Landscaping
English Gardens conducts tree gar
dening seminars for the public {0 am.
Saturdays at its five metro Celroit
stores, including locations in West
[loomtield {phane (248) 851-7506),
Royal Gak (phone (248) 280-9500) and
Dearborn leights {phone 1313) 218+
“433).

Do-it-yourself Landscaping: Selecting
Trees and Shrubs will be the lopic of
1nhe Aug. 24 program. For more infor-
mation, call {800) 335-GROW or visit

wwwenglishgardens.com.

Winter-hardy roses
Congress has declared 2002 the Year
of the Rose. Roger and Mancy Lindley.
owners af Great Lakes Roses. are cele-
brating with 3 series of programs |
frm, Saturday wilt
Michigan ganleers

GARDEN CALENDAR

10se$ this summer,

Each presentation fasis about 2n hour,

Greal Lakes Roses s at 49875 Willow
Road, between Rawsonvifle and
Sumpter (Belleville) roads in Sumpter
Tovnship, just south of Belleville, Cal
(734) 4611230 or visit
wivwGrealLakesRoses.com.
Winler-hardy Roses for Michigan, 3
slide lecture and garden lour of coses
1hat thrive in Michigan's rugged cli-
mate, will take place Aug. 24.
Practical tips
The Wichigan School of Gardenlng
presents specialty and just-lor-fun
classes at The Community House, 380
S.Bates in Birmingham.
They include Practica) Garden Tips, 10
a.m. 10 noon Wednesday, Aug. 28
{5200, To reqister, cal The Community
louse at (248) 644-5832.
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Anlmal falr
The Michigan Kumane Society, which Is
celebraling its 1251h anniversary this
year, invites animal [overs 10 2 week-
end of famlly fun at the Animal Care
fair.
The fair will take place 10 2.m, (0 § p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, Aug, 24-25, on the
front Sawn of the Southfietd Civic
Cealer, 26000 Evergreen, between 10
and 1) Wite.
Admission Is free. Free parking will be
avaitable directly across Evergreen,
and free shuttles wilt transport people,
purchases and adopled pets. For more
information, call 66)-MBUNAKE
between 8. a.m. and 5 p.m. Thursday-
Friday.
How én its It year, the event wilt feas
ture colorful tents, discounted pet sup-
plies, refreshments and animal team
performances.
Wearables for adults and children, and
unusual gilt ilems for animals and ani-
mal lovers, will be for sale at the MHS
retail disptay.
Visilors can pick vp advice on pet
behavior and heatth care, as well as
tips on living in harmony with wildlile,
Someone loaking for a new puppy, kit
ten, dog, cai or rabbit can find a new
furry companion from among hun-
dreds of adoptable animals.
The tair is sponsored by Pet Supplies
“Plus.” the city of Southtield, and radio
partners WNIC and 1067,

Famlly Day
Now ihrough Salurday, Aug. 24, dis-
<count coupons for Art Van Family Day
at the Michigan State Fair are available
1 al At Van Fusnifure stores.
The coupons olfer tree children's entry
with a paid adult admission for Aug. 24
at the fair,
For Michigan State Fair information,
call {313) 369-8200.

Kids Castle
Celebrate the tifth birthday of the Art
Van Furniture Kids Castle 13 pam.
Sunday, Aug. 25, at Art Van Furnilure,
6500 14 Mile in Warren (phone (586)
939-2100). Xids Castle is a supervised
play area for youngsters in select
stores. Children are invited to Sunday's
evenl In Warren o meet the Kids
Castle characters. sing happy birihday
and fecelve a free flicker the Dragon
magnet.

Stare House Museum
The Orson Stars House Museum, 3123
H.Main, one block south of 13 Mite in
Royal Dak, has an open house the sec:
ond Sunday of each manth, The house
was buill in 1845. Donations appretiat-
ed.Call {248) 588-7563,
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FOR THIS WEEK ONLY...

1. Pay cash and rece
2.We will pay yvour 6

3. 6 months deferre

To thank our customers...
we will be having furniture
give-a-ways every Saturday
thru August 31!
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adington-Young,
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State.

Zip.

Evening Phone.
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Wayne County: 734-953.2153 / Oakland Counly: Z48-901-2500
Clarkston, Lake Orion / Oxford: 248.625-1900
Rochester / Tray: 240-651-7575
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