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‘Gubernatorial candidates
should learn from Engler

Both nominces for governor — Lt. Gov.
Dick Posthumus for the GOP and Atty. Gen.
Jennifer Granholm for the Dems — would be
well ndvised to watch a master at work last

wee!

Gov. John Engler began by vetoing $845
milllon in revenue sharing money appropriat-
ed for police and fire protection, garbage pick-
up and other services in local communitics
across Michigan. He argued that three pro-
posals on the November bal-
lot would, if passed, blow a
huge hole in an already tenu-
ous state budget.

Predictably, all hell broke
loose, Local government
folks screamed they had con-
structed their budgets based
on the assumption of rev-
enuc sharing bucks from the
state. A big rally was held on

this probably would save money long term —
warchousing felons costs around $35,000 per
year per inmute, certainly more than rehab
programs — it risks looking like it cncournges
softness on drug peddlers,

But was it really that big a defeat for
Engles? It ain‘t necessarily so. By provok-
ing a firestorm over his veto, he actualty
woke up a dozing press corps to focus
attention on the three November ballot pro-
posals he says could destroy a state budget
already held together with chewing gum,

Phil ‘h'ihc:pim Emnnds, replete '
Pawer wil t h
2 b from local officials delivered

to an audience of fite fighters and police.
chubllcam. already grumpy at having
passed a cigorette tax as part of a budget com-
promise that preserved revenue sharing
moncy, charged the Governor had wclshcd on
their deal. Democrats merely said the veto
proved Engler didn't care about erdinary peo-
ple in their own hometowns.

When the voto to override the veto came,
the results were fairly dramatic: Only one vote
eachin Svnute and House — out of 143 votes
cast — tain the G
Demncmu dubbed Engler, who hus alittle
more than four months left in his term, a
lame duck. Frowning, Republicans said that
the legislature, having overturmed the first
gubernatorial veto since Bill Milliken's day,
would find it casier the next time.

But was it really that big n dcf cat for
Engler? It ain't

M Require collective bargaining and bind-
ing arbitration for statc employces. Not sur-
prisingly, the measure is the creature of the
public employee unions. State budget officials
say it would cost §500 million over the next
three years,

Engler didn't sound too upsct at theveto
override: “While I am disappointed in today's
legislative decision to override my veto, I ane
pleased that opposition to the three budget-
busting ballot proposals continues to grow. ...
1fthe ballot proposals pass, revenue sharing is
absalutely up for revisiting.”

In other words, Engler was perfectly pre-
pared to trade alittte lost prestige in the short
run for vastly increased attention to the ballot
proposals in November. Not only that, but he
put most local government officials on notice

firestorm over his veto, he n:tunlly wnkc up n
dozing press corps to focus attention on the
three November ballot proposals he says
could destroy a state budget already hetd
together with chewing gum. If passed, they
would:

M Earmark for health care most of
Michigan’s share of the tobacco settlement
moncy. Backed by the hospital and health
care lobby, the measure, if passed, would grab
money now being spent on college scholar-
sh s for high school graduates and on the

tech Life Sciences Corridor program,

l Eliminate mandatory minimum prison
sentences for some drug dealers and require
the state to spend $18 million mnunlly for
rehabilitation p for While

that continued flow of their revenuc sharing
ds on d the p 1

Disparate

One of the best and worst
Bitl  parts about this job is lgml
strangers let you into their
l—.—.—.amler lives and share their triumphs

and tragedies. It's both a privi-
lege and a burden and engen-
ders o responsibility I don't take lightly.

The down side {5 that this job can feed my
cynlcism, For every story about people rising to
an occasion there {s another story about the
mean-spirited, the dishonest and the cruel.

1 ndmit it, onc of the sources of my cynicism
is organized religion. For all of religion’s good
intentions, most faiths have used their belicfs to
harm or at the very lcast, exclude people of dif-
ferent fniths, ‘;llrl:klzlcdl;al?c o{god' is :;n n);::usc
to perpetrate inds of evil, by people who
claim to know God's intent.

1 steer clear of eligious or oth-
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more than one way home

talking to a motorist stopped by the parade. He
was doing a pretty good )ob of cxp]mmng what
the Jain religion was all

At St. Clare of Assisi Cardhwl Malida joined
TPather Fred Klettner in saying Mass. Father
Fred und others told funny stories about the

of g their older buildi

Thaugh the storics bmughl laughter, there was
no mistaking that the project took a tremen-
dous collective effort, effort that the parish-
joners willingly gave to help their church grow.

‘The congregation gave thanks for everyone’s
sacrifices, from the design architect to the fami-
ly that made two hundred egg rolls for the

rnoon cclebration.

Alittle guy sitting next to his Dad and Mom
was pretty antsy during the service, but when
Cardinal Maida walked by the boy quickly

erwise, that claim to be the one truc anything.
No one person or one religion has all of the
answers. Everyone, regardless of faith, probably
has a part of the answer. I'm reminded of o
friend, an inactive Catholic priest now a profes-
sor at Schoolcraft College wrm commented that
one of the most Christian people he knew con-
sidered himself an atheist,

You may call me a crank, but any organiza-
tion run by human beings is bound to mess up.
That's because we are all, well, human,

Last Sunday morning brought two w:ry dAf-
ferent assij The Jain
Farmington Hills was celebrating the msmlln-
tion of the Twenty-four Tirthankars or Jain
Gods in their temple.

A couple of miles south, Adam Cardinal
Malda joined the pnnshmncrs at St Clare nl‘
Assisi to help celeb the
of their building.

Many hundreds of Jains dressed in tradition-
al Indian garb marched in a colorful procession.
The parade began at Mercy 1igh School, (Is
this a great country, or what?) moved north on
Middlebelt and east to the temple. Jain reli-
gious leaders tmvclcd from India to ride in top-

ies
this fall,

‘That's not a bad trade. And it's perfectly
consistent with Engler’s political m.o. He's
always been quite content to reach through
the tactical hufling and puffing to achieve his
ultimate strategic purposes. It's one of the
reasons he's been an effective governor.

And it’s something both Posthumus and
Granholm will need to learn if they're dbing to
lgcc anywhere near as effective as Engler has

en.

Phil Power Is Ihe Chairman of the Board of the company
that awns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get
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. down and o drawn carringe,
much like local politicos in the Founders
Festival parnde.

People danced to music played by musicians
riding in the backs of pickup trucks. Banners
and balloons flew in the breeze. There on the
side of !hv.' mud slood Knn:n Do]scn chair of

the
spotted Paul and Lcc Blizman mmhlng \\1Lh
the crowd,

I had plenty to photogrnph The j jO} ous

from kids to vere
hup y to explain to this white, mlddlc-ngcd
| guy, covered with cameras emll) W hnt the
was of wt 1p

Wnlk.mg back to my car L overheard

Farmington Hills Police Officer Mike Fluhart

d d that the guy in the tall hat was
someone special.

The youngster stood up to shake hands with
the Cardinal.

Later in the afternoon, unwinding with a cup
of the usual at StarLucks, I read over my notes
and thought about other faith experiences dur-
ing the past year.

1 thought of this community’s response to the
tragedy of 8/11. People of all faiths gathered at
Nardin Park United Mecthedist for an emotional
mcmonn! service. The folks over at the

list/Unitarian ity putupa
display n:mmdmg us that peace, not revenge,
was the higher goal

1 thought of wearing a yarmutke at the funer-
al of an old college friend who just happened to

e rised a Christian,

1 thought of removing my shoes and joining a
Muslim holiday celebration at the Thwheed
Center.

There are some very common threads in
these staries.

People of faith gathered together. There wasa
bit of laughter or at least a smile at even the
most somber event. Parents, relatives or some-
times just acquaintances picked up small chil-
dren and gave them hugs and kisses.

1 never heard a harsh word. What 1 saw was
that folk of widely disparate cultures have plen-
ty in common,

Maybe we can overcome our self-imposed
barriers, It can start here.

T'll probably never join any specific church
and start wearing a particular label. I'm too
contrary, 1 guess. After nearly 25 years in this
business, my experience tells me that there is
one truth,

There’s more than one way home. R

Bill Bresler is a photographer with the Farmington
Observer. He welcomes your comments at 3341 Grand
River, Farmington, M1 48335; by phone {248} 477-5450; FAX,
(248) 477-9722; or email, bbrester@aehomecomm net
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