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Windows, concrete and steel comprise the exterlor of Janice Steinhardt's Birmingham foft townhouse, ane of six resl-

dences featured n the Birmingham House Tour, set for Sept. 17.

BIRMIKGHAM HOUSE TOUR
What 17th annual Birmingham
House Tour, [eaturing six
Birmingham houses, a morning
lecture with brunch and an
afternoon reception with
refreshments, to benefit The
Community House's outreach
programs.

Who: Guest speaker at the
brunch is Peggy Kennedy,
editor-in-chief of Victoria
magazine in New York City. Her
topic is decorative arts and
her other passions, including
gardening, travel, literature,
fashion and beauty.

When: Tuesday, Sept. 17. Tour
runs 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lecture
with brunch, 9:30-1:30 a.m.
Afternoon refreshments
served 1:30-3:30 pm.

Where: Headquarters and site
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LIKE A CIRCLE

What probably resonates
most and first with visitors is
the open flow of space and Tiv-
ing space flexibility. Searing
20-foot loft ceilings, accentunt-
ed by windows of about 18 feet
in height, greet you at the door.

Less noticeable is the fact
Steinhardt’s home has neither
interior walls nor structurally
contained rooms, both which
contribute to the fluidity and

Masonry Institute of Michigan.
The house is also featured in

the October issue of Dwell

magazine as an example of an
ban townhouse st in a sub-

an cotmmunity,
“It flows in a circle,” Poris
said. “And the kitchen is such a
centead point, It allows people
to congregate and maove”

Adjneent to the kitchen isa
secandary living space that
spills out into a dining space
suitable for everyday use and
cntertaining,

Downstairs, defined living
spuves also do double duty,
Both convert into roows {or

sense of sp
“It's n more sociul house,”
said Poris, who has garnered
significant attention for the
project, including mwards from
both the American Institute of
Architeets in Michigan and the
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's visiting children -
or guests = but also serve as
@y and spa complete with
anese soaking tub.

xeept for exte

“there are
whole huus
their place,

iding sereen pan-
for privacy and then
disappear when

unieeded,

WHAT IS PRIVACY, ANYHOW?
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of lecture and afternoon
reception is The Community
House, 380 S, Bates in
downtown Birmingham. Three
houses on tour are within
walking distance.

Cost: $30 tickets include house
tour and afternoon reception;
$60 tickets cover all activities.
Tickets are limited and
available at The Community
House. Call {248) 644-5832.

S

title and concept of n 1999
architectural exhibit at New
York City's Muscum of Modemn

Janice Steinhardt’s minimatist sensi
bility can be seen everywhere, down
to the Xahler fixtuzes In the master
bath. Art.

While the title suggests the
key is #t lack of privacy, its
underpinnings are current liv-
ing patterns that produce less

enormons windows, suggest
privacy needs are momentary
and that privacy, in general,

isn't overwhelmingly important.  privacy.
Windows occupy almost 40 Tnterestingly, Steinhardt and
percent of the wall space on Poris learnued about The Un-

Private House and attended
the exhibit well after maklng

the south side of the house.
And all the windows are treat-

Let's clean up the refrigerator

opened the door of the
I refrigerator and reached in
to get a jar of pure honey the
other day, and 1 asked myself,
“When was the last time this
big monster was cleaned?™

1 have to be honest with you
folks - 1 would
Bl cucssatleasta

| year, cven
maybe two
years,

My wifc and
Teatoutalot,
so I started
wondering
how long sonte
of the pickle
jurs and other

things had
Joe Gagnon I hem sitting on

the back

Appllance
Doctor

shelves.

I noticed a medical contalner
that said “aspirin,” and T
checked the expiration date,
which was printed as February
1996, (They say that if you take
an aspirin a day it can prevent
a stroke ~ this bottle couldn’t
prevent a noscbleed.)

1 have made up my mind to
clean out the refrigerntor; to
get it so clean you will think it
just came out of the factory.

1 will begin by shutting off
the controls, and taking a cou-
ple of eardboard boxes and lin-
iny cach of them with a blan-
ket

1will empty the contents
into the boxes and flip the
blankets over the top while I do
my job, Some of the items
aren't getting a return ticket,
but instead will be sitting on
the curb next trash day.

1 will fill the laundry tub
with hot water, reminding
mysclf that a glass shelf must
be room temperature before 1
submerse it into the hot water
or I could break the glass,

A brush, a spange and some
disinfectant type soap should
do the job of cleaning, with the
aid of a little elbow grease.

While all the shelves are
soaking in the laundry tub, 1
will mixa pml of hat water

most of thieir design d.

That their ideas matched up
is “pot a coincidence,” but
rather proof of the concept’s
natural occurrence in the face
of 21st century living, said
Steinhardt,

Still, discovering that her
future home fit into an emerg-
ing architectural coneept
brought aflirmation.

“It verified what we were
doing.” Steinhardt said, "And
that we weren't crazy,”

ed with simple pull-down
shades, which are, by the way,
translucent from the inside,

‘The master bathroom offers
cven less privacy; planes of
glass separate bathtub from
toilet and toilet from shower,
for example.

“Its three different spaces
that ure continuous just sepa-
rated by gliss,” Poris said. “It’s
very un-private but for a cou-
ple'it’s fine”

Such characteristics place
the townhouse in the category
of The Un-Private House, the
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with 2 of baking
sodu perl qlmrt of water, T will
use this solution to wash out
the inner walls of both sections
of the rcl'rigcrmur.

Iwill also wipe off the rubber
door scal all 1}
and whe ry, I will puta
dab of Vaseline on the surfuce
of the door seal that runs the
vertical length of the hinge side
only.

On the inside of the refriger-
ator door I will pay particular
attention to the bottom part of
the door seal. Anything spitled

on the inslde of the door will
travel to here,

If it {s something sticky, it
causes the door scal to stick to
the frame when the door is
closed, which is what causes
the common problem of n torn
door seal, A very expensive
repair bill can be prevented by
soap and water.

When [ get this side by side
put back together, Valoric will
come hame, open the ml‘n;,cm-
tor door and step back in
amazement,

T ean just hear her now:
*“Wow! This is really sparkling
clean, and it’s so neat that it
even looks like there is more
room in here”

For the last year or so I have
been involved in meetings with
health officials from across the
country, It wasn't long ago
when facts were revealed to me
about the common houschold
refrigerator becoming a very
big concern to the U.S.
Department of Health in
‘Washington, D.C.

The simple truth is that
today's refrigerator doesn't
keep food as cold as it should
be. I've complained about it for

years.
1t is a shame that people still
think leflover food ean be kept
in the refrigerator for a period
of seven days. That's not true
anymore, and the majority of
hameowners don't know that
the new rule of thumb is a stor-
age period of only three to five

ays.

Another fact that is alarming
is a reversal of how many people
suffer food poisoning from eat-
ing establishments every year.
Today, more cases are reported
from individuals wha are poi-
soned by food out of their own
igerntors than by the food
o restaurant.

1 believe many unethical
things happen in big business
and with every passing year we
as consumers become alittle
wiser. With this wisdom we
become a little more inquisitive
nnd discover things that we
didn't even know existed n few
years back.

1honestly feel that appliance
manufactusers could have spent
more of their doltars on refrig-

erator tempemtures instead of
ali the bells and whistles you
buy today. I predict that day will
come and when it docs, we will
have a healthier population.
Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon can now be heard on
V¥J-950 and WXYT-1270. He is @ mem~
ber and past president of the Society
of Consumer Attairs Peafessionals. His
phone number is (248) 455-7281.
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