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Hydrangeas among high points of trip

traveled to the Enst Const

(Nantucket) and to the West

Coast (Seattle) this year and
am still awed by the gorgeous
flowers we suw.

“The trip to Nantucket was
near the end of July, and the
bright blue
hydrangeas,
rows and rows
of them, used
in many ways
- suchas
hedges, speci-
men, shirubs
§ and the like -
were spectacu-
lar,

They were
mostly mo,
hcndsyund -
Ineecaps, gen-
erally various
shades of blue running from
light to dark. At times the col-
ors were pink to decp
pink/blue, red/prple,

There were the usual sum-
mer plantings, but the other
flowers that are used exten-
sively are climbing pink roscs,
meandering up the sides of
buildings and on the roofs,

Trellising was often used to
hold these prolific bloomers;

Marty Figley |

on one house the trellis was
designed like a spider web just
waiting to catch the flowers in

its design,
We also saw junipers, butter-
fly bush, ivy, daylilies, and priv-

et hedges that are grown tall to
resist the strong winds, Also,
very tall hotlyhocks grew in
many gardens.

ATTRACTIONS

When the English people
came to Nantucket in the 17th
century, Indians - who helped
them in many ways - met
then, The new arrivals tried to
farm the land, but that wasn't
successful. Then in the 18th
and 19th centuries it beeame
the capital of the American
whaling industry.

We visited the whaling
museum; a not-to-be-missed
attraction, We attended a lec-
ture about that industry the
same day.

There are other interesting
plnccs such as an old mill (still
in operation, which grinds
corn daily in season), the
Nantucket Life Saving
Museum, the African Meeting
Housc, and the lighthouses.

‘The harbor is a great sttraction
and we spent many hours look-
ing at the boats, shopping, eat-
ing, and just enjoying the
ambiance.

A daflodi) festival, begun in
1974, tukes place cuch yeur,
Now a million daffedils delight
visitars during April. Daflodils
rather than tulips were chosen
beeause the large deer and rab-
Lit population doesn't like to
cat datfodil bulbs, but loves
tulip bulbs,

SEATTLE

Seattle was the toeation of
the Garden Writers of America
annual meeting, and again, we
saw loads and londs of bea
ful hydrangeas, We had the
pleasure of visiting severnl
nurseries and private and pub-
lic gardens, and enjoyed each
one.

Heronswood Nursery in
Kingston is not to be believed.
Plants and plants everywhere.
Ifyou visit Senttle, do try to
spend some time in this 3-ncre
woodland garden and meet
new plants of all types,

Another winner is the
Bellevue Botanical Garden, a

peaceful place where you can
spend much time enjoying it
and the different gardens and
walking the trail,

We cnjoyed dinner at Frog
Rock Lavender Farm in
Bninbridge, a lavender lover's
paradise, with fields of many
varictics of blooming lavender
that glowed in the sunlight. A
sloping path is bordered with
lavender as you descend
toward the fields, An exquisite
percanial garden is filled with
texture plants, grasses and
dablias,

HYDRANGEA NEWS

Now back to the hydrangeas
and exciting news. A new
macrophylla, Endless Summer,
will be offered to the public in
spring 200+, Make « note of
this so you won't forget.

1ts special characteristic is
its ability to bloom on new
wood, providing the spent
blooms are removed.

‘This mophead type has clear
pink blooms in alkaline soils,
and blue flowers in acidic soils
with sufficient aluminum.
Flower sizes can reach 6 inches
and up to 8 inches across in
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Spectacular hydrangeas bloom profusely on Nantucket Esland and on the West

Coast, This s a lacecap.

containers. It is hardy to zone
4. Mature sizeis 3to 5 feet in
width and height.

For more information, visit
www.EndlessSummerBlooms.c

om.

Most hydrangeas are natural
woodland plants and like o
cover of tall woodland trees that
give dnpplcd shade. Early
moming and late afternoon sun
do no harm, but hours of mid-
day sun can bleach the flowers
and eventually scorch them, so
choose the site carcfully.

A more detailed description
of the care of these flowers is in

the book Hydrangeas: A
Gardeners' Guide, Toni
Lawson-Hall and Brian
Rothera, publisbed by Timber
Press.

GOODGARDEN TIP

Continue to mow the lawn ns

required and taper off lawn
irrigation. Apply fertilizer, and
reseed damnged lawn areas,

Marty Flgley is an advanced master
Qardener based in Birmingham. You
can leave her a message by dialing
(734) 953-2047 on a touch-tone
phone, Her fax number is (248) 644~

Show to benefit programs about hunger

Dahlla show
The Southeastern Michigan Dahlia Seciety
will have its S0th annuat dahlia show
Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 7-8, at Orchard Mall,
QOrehard Lake Road and Maple in West
Bloomfield. Kours are noon to 9 p.m,
Saturday, and noon (o 3 p.m. Sunday,
Between 600 and 800 blooms will be on dis

meeling of ihe fall season nconio 3 p.m,
Wednesday, Sept. 1), al Big Beaver Uniled
Methodist Church, 3753 John R, just south
of Wattles Road in Troy.

Refreshments will be served ai the start of
the meeting. Guest donalion, $3.
Reservations aren't required.

This month’s program will have a “fali”

For more informalion, conlact H, Leland by
phone - (734) 459-8454 - or e-mail « hle+
landEqcsservice.com,

Metrapotitan Rose Soclety

The Melropolitan Rose Sociely will meet 715
p.m. Thursday, Sepl. 5, at the Royal Oak
Seniar/Communily Cenler at 3500 Marais,
east of Crooks and north of 13 Mie,

Forgotten Harvest, metro Detroit's
only mobile food rescue aperation, and
Kids Coalition to Prevent Hunger, a
group made up of area youths, will pres-
ent Skating to Stop Starvation, an ice
show benefit.

The event will take place 1 p.m.

and about the importance of proper
nutrition.

Funds raised will be used in
conjunction with the $25,000

challenge grant awarded last October to

Forgotten Harvest by the Carls
Foundation,

play and several new cultivars will be intro-
duced. A section of all yellow flowers will be
featured 1o celebrale 1he S01h anniversary.
SMDS members will be present to answer
questions and welcame new members.

theme. For more Information, call arb a1
(248) 952-5938.

Herb Study Group
The Evening Herb Sludy Group of Matthaei
Botanical Gardens will meet Monday, Sept.

Many Uses for Roses.

School of Gardening

Two members will present the program, The

Admission is tree. The public may atiend.
Call (248) 689-9529 for more information.

Birmingham.

Sunday, Sept. 8, at the Birmingham Jee
Sports Arena, 2300 E. Lincoln in

The show will feature solos and pairs of
world and national skating competitors
(including world champion Yuka Sato),

)uds Coalmon to Prevent | lungt.r was
to the

grant, and is ma’du up of young people

from arca figure skating clubs, including

Detroit, Birmingham, North Suburban,

St. Clair Shores and Onyx Skating

For more informalion, call (248) 478-2484.
Farmington Garden Club
The farmington Garden Clud will meet noon
Monday, Sept. 9, at the Longacre House, on
the west side of Farminglon Road between
10 Mile and 11 Mite, Kay Blakeney's slide
presentation from 1rips to Afghanistan,
Pakistan, (ran and indsa will be tealured.
Visitors may attend. Call {248) 615-3616 for
information.
Troy Garden Clud
The Tray Garden Club will have its first

9, Group members will give a presentation
on preserving ihe harvest.

€ach board member will demonstrate a
melhod ol greservation. Various melhods

will be shown for drying herbs, flavored oif,

vinegar, bulter and sugar. Visilors are wel-
come.

The grou’s meetings take place 7-9 pm.
the lirst Monday of the month, February
through November, in Room 125 of the
University of Michigan Matthaei Batanical
Gardens, 1800 Dixbaro Road in Ann Arbor,

The Michigan School of Gardening offers a
variety of classes. Advance registralionis
tequested. Many classes are limited in size
and some have pre-requisites. Call (248) 4«
GARDEN fof information.

The schedule includes the five-session
Garden Design, Tuesdays, Sept. 10to Oct. 8,
2t Goldner Walsh Kursery, 559 Orchard Lake
Road in Pontiac (SI52); and the twe-session
Ornamental Grasses and Alternative Lawns,
Wednesdays, Sept. 1118, al Goldner Walsh
tursery (562).

surprise performers, and a special per-
formance by the Detroit Skating Club’s

Academy.

world-renowned Team Elan. A silent
auction will also be featured.

Tickets for the ice show can be bought
at the door (suggested donation, §10).
For more information, call Ree Tuylor at
Forgotten Harvest, (248) 350-3663.

‘The fundraiser is part of the Forgotten
Harvest Make It Real campaign, to help
educate students about the impact of |
hunger on children in local

Under the direction of Birmingham
Groves High Schoo! students Courtney
Healy and Stefanie Horowitz, the group
has worked on every element of the ice
show, including designing n,nd mailiu)x’g
SO A inating 4

and flyers,

cvent,

program,

3
and hosting attendees at the

For more information about Forgotten
Harvest, call (248) 350-FOOD or visit

Www.

vest.org.

Lexington Floor Sample Sale

Now fora
limited time only

SAVE
40%  10% off |

all our Lexington fioor
samples.*purchase bedrooms,
dining rooms /
and upholstery.

If you can't find what you
want from our
outstanding floor
samples...

AND WE WILL PAY YOUR 6% SALES TAX!!

*Floor samples maybe scratched, dented or discontinued

CLASSIC

8:30-9:00 lNTER10RS MRS

. CLEARANCE CENTER
9:30-5:30

is " FURNITURE X &8 =3

20292 Middlebelt « Livonia » S. of 8 Mile « {248) 474-6900

» All ducounts are Off Manutacturers Suggested Retad Prces « AX pravious sales sxchuded
Ofer ot viK] I CORUNELON with A0y 0ot Promotanal BACOUTK.

Granite 3cm thick!

Marble - Granite - Silkstone®

Why buy countertops at retail when you
can buy direct. Since we fabricate at our
own locations, we beat the “Big Box" store
pricing. We offer quick delivery and
personalized service.

$4595 S/F Rosa Beta
$4595 SF Luna Pearl
$4595 S/F  Desert Gold
$49.95 S/F ImpalaBlack [
$49.95 S/F  Verde Butterfly
$52.95 S/F  Absolute Black

Alf prices include installation &

\ S
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As Low As 89c

12x12

Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.
Marble & Granite Shop

Southfield
23455 Telegraph Rd.
248-356-6430
Visit o

Instaiiaton

includes  Wayne,  Oakland,
wmmmomumwmm'
ot vabid with any other discount. AR pravious

Ofders archudod. Subdject o slock on hand.

1.99 S/F

lntroducme

Silkstone!
529.95 s/f (nstalled!

Includes Installation, measuremants,
stralght polished edge, 20 s1 minimum.

8 colors to choose
frome 2 cm Thick

Woe stock over fifteen hundred slabs of
Marble, Granite and Silkstone in over
eighty unique colors. We stock the
largest selection of imported
ceramic tile in Michigan.

Check out prices first!

S/F

Farmington Hills Rochester
24301 Indoplex Circle 1972 Star Batt Dr.
(248) 426-0093 248-853-4654

ne of our Showrooms!

Showroom Hours; M-T-Th 8:30-5:00;
W-F 8:30-8:00; Sat 9:00-5:00




