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Elton John Tim Rice update Aida with pop music

BY SUSAN B. TAUBER
STMF WRITER

The name's the same. The
story line is the same.

And that's where the similari-
ties end.

The Fisher Theatre is playing
host to Afda for four wecks.

This isn't the same Aidans
the opera written by Giuseppe
Verdi in 1871,

1t's the Broadway hit Aida
written by the The

Verdi based Aida, on an exist- awards — Best Score, Best Lead
Actress in a Musical (Heather

ing story. John and Rice did (*;;ngjg;__-g;; ;g;r;‘lg Design
thesame, oy withamore Lz ey oo
modern twist o the age-old 300! Grammy Award for the
fove story. LOVE STORY

Alda s a story about the
Nublan princess, Aida, who is

Lion King duo — composer
Elton John and lyricist Tim
Rice,

Giuscppe Verdi wrote the
famous opern at the age of 68.
1t became only one of several
operas — Nabucco, I Lombard,
Rigoletto, I Trovatore, La
Traviata, Otello and Falstaff,
that made Verdi’s name immor-
tal in the world of musie, He's
known today as the greatest of
the operatic composers,

Verdi based Aida, on an exist-
ing story. John and Rice did the
same, only with a more modem

stolen from her country, Nubia,
ata time of war between Egypt
and her country. Radames, an

Boheme. 1 hope people will Egyptian army captain, is

enjoy the new Aids ard then aboard the boat that takes Aida
when MOT redocs Verdi's and other Nubian captives back
opera in a few years from now,  to Egypt.

they will come and see what a Once they arrive, he sends

great opera composer did with — her to his betrothed, Egyptian
it ’I‘hcy mlght just ﬁnd thcy princess, Amneris.
enjoyed d hasp d to
Jjustas much ns\hey dld u:c marry Amneris,
newer version.” But like all tove stories,

“If Verdi were in the audience  things get complicated after
ol our Afda, I think he would Radames and Aida fall in love.
like this rendition,” said Jeremy ~The story ends when the lovers

Kushnier, who portrays the Radames and Aida are both

twist to the nge-old love story.  male lead, Rndnmes. ln the buried alive in a tomb beneath
“It'svery imercsungw sec national tour th ds of the Egyptian
howa Disncy Tt ical Producti desert, where they can spend
Tooks at an slory fmm opera in "I‘hi.q isa mn]]ygood show, an cternity together.
new terms,” said David Even il people aren’t fans of If you're familinr with The
DiChliera, director of Michigan  Elton John music, they are Lion King, you know the burial
Opera Theatre, “Nothing will  going to fall in love with it seene will be handled with kid
replace the masterpiece, Aida, The musical Afda opened oves.
just like the musical, Reat, March 23, 2000 on Broadway. ‘The John/Rice Aida produc-
won't replace Puchinnl’s La It earned four 2000 Tony tion brings a modern bent to
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the mry It begins ina 215t
century museum, whcn: aman
and 2 woman touring

Egyptlan exhibit ﬁnd thcm-
selves attracted to each ather.

Thece are touches of humor
added to the dramatic story,
such as in the show-stopping
number, My Strongest Suft,
with its strong Motown songs.

Amactis, played on the tour
by Kelli Foumler, sings the
comedic song complete witha
fashion show unlike any other.
Aida marks Fournicr's
Broadway debut. She'salsoa
veteran of other stage roles and
television credits.

Paulette Ivory portrays Aida.
She hails from London’s West
End where she's had a musical
career. She's also been in televi-
sion, in films and is a recording
artist.

Kushnier is fromn Winnepeg,
Mantoba, Canada. He originat-
ed the role of Ren in Footloose
for his Broadway debut and
played Roger in the national
touring company of Rent. He
also performed in the original
Canadlan companics of The
Whe's Tommy and Rent,

Kushnier joined Alda in
February 2002, He takes time
off from work in musicals to
promote his band, whose debut
compact dise, In Time, came
out in the spring.

Kushnier said parents can

Tickets availatile a1 PICRllel.com The Palace
Box Dthce and all ecke
Charye a1 248-645-6666

er locations.

Thelr intentions
were honorable.

Their methods

AIDA

What: The John Elton/Tim Rice musica), performed by the

national touring company

When: 8 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays; 2 p.m, on
Saturdays and Sundays, 7:30 p.m. Sundays through Oct. 5.
Additlonal performances at 1 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 12 and

on Wednesday, Oct. 2

Where: Fisher Theatre, 3011 West Grand Boulevard, Detroit
Tickets: A through Ticketmaster at (248) 645-6666, by going
to the Web site www.icketmaster.com, at all Ticketmaster
outlets and at the Fisher Theater box office. Groups of 20 or
more can get special group rates by calling (313) 872-1132

I

bring their families to sec Aida.

*There is something for
everyone in this story,” he said.
It is definitely a different musi-
cal than The Lion King.
Whetlier one comes to see the
costumes or the staging or to
hear the musie, they will walk
out loving the story.”

Elton John described Aida in
this way: “It's truly a pop musi-
cal with spoken dialogue. It has
all kinds of recognizable song

of what Aida should beina
modern woy”

“What makes Aidaso inter-
esting to me is that the story is
so great, so pertinent,” he
added.

“It’s a beautiful, complex love
story, where bigotry and hatred
are swept out the window and
love, compassion, forgiveness
and understanding triumph. in
this day and age, I'm a great
believer in the human spirit tei-

types with very urban-base
rhythm and blues and gospel-
inspired songs. Its my version  stauber@oe homecommunet (248 9012570
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Tune-in Bob Allison’s

umphing over evil in any way”

(WNZK 690 AM » Mon.-Fri. 9 am-11 am)
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Every explorer needs a pariner.

Summer’s not over yet, you still have time to visit
Greenfield Village. There’s never been a better
time to experience 300 years of American History
then now when you get two general admission
tickets for the price of one.

Call 313.982.6001 or visit ww for more

* Not valid during O¥d Car Festival \Yeehend, September 7 & 8.
Not valid with any other discounts, etcludes IMAX & Muscum.

Only at Greenfield age Thru Sept. 16th
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FEATURING:
_German Food & Beverage

lee Musxc featuring

The Vagabonds and Sorgenbrecher
o

Dancing

o
Kids Games
-2
Bavarian Entertainment

THIS SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14+ 1-8 PM

Tickats vaitabla al Nixrfiel.con .The Patace
and Meadew Brook Bax Offices and all
ticketraster locations. Call 248- 377-0100 foc nto. @
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