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M Japanese antiques

Japanese antiques have
stories to tell, says
Birmingham native Jake
Costello.

Costetlo, who has been liv-
ingin Kyoto, Japan, for the
fast 21 years, Is an enthusias-
tic student and cotlector of

pleces in and around the
Kyolo area.

He aud his wife, Yuko Abo,
have brought a wide varlety
of ftems for a Japanese
antiques show Sept. 1321, at
Antiques Centce of Troy, on
the northeast corner of
Maple and Coolldge.

Admisslon is free. Hours
are 10:30 am. to 4:30 p.m.
Tvesday-Friday, Ha.m.to 4
p.m. Saturday. For more
{nformation, call Judy
Frankel 3t (248) 649-4399,

The items show the Impec-
cable skilt of the person who
made them, Costelo says.
These craftsmen expected =
little more than a living and
the respect of their patrons,
he says.

“Their name was thelr
reward,” said Costello, a
Seaholm High School and
University of Michigan grad-
uate,

“Tobe a craftsman you
would spend {0 to 20 years
as an apprentice, The detail
and crattsmanship just excit-
ed me and allracted me. The
workmanship is unparalleled
in another culture.”

The gbjects come from
three periods: Edo (late
17605, 1800s), Melji {late
1800s) and Taisho (early 20th
century). They include
Kimonos and textifes, ceram-
ic and lacquer ware, dolls,
chests, household delties,
flower baskets, lanterns, can-
diesticks, art and decorative
pieces and Buddhist items.

(Shown here are amer-
chant’s chest {rom the Meijl
perlod made of pautownia
wood, with alt hand-forged
hinges.)

The fealurad collection
was put together for the
beauly and artistic value of
the pleces, as well 38 with an
eye for how they could be
transformed and usedin
Westeen home and garden.

An ald warehouse door can
become a colfee table, An
obi (sash) can be made into
pillow, o 3 dining table dec-
oratlon. A sake jug can
become a flamp. A cesamlc
hibachi can become 3 plant
holder.

“They stand the test of
time;” Costello said. “They're
still usable.”

Costello joined the Peace
Corps and eventually went to
Japan, wheee he studied
bamboo flute. He now has a
business, Kado Japanese
Antiques, in Kyoto,

Costello wanted to do
something to give Japanese
antiques exposure in the
Midwest, and had a show at
Ihe Antiques Centre of Troy
last year.
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The dining room, like other rooms at Phyllis Whitehead's resldence, features an eclectic mix of anlmal prints, floral designs, art and vintage posters. The house will be on Designers’ Homes on Tour

Sept. 22,

Designer’s eclectic ‘finds’ create

exotic, elegant home environment
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BY MARY KLENIC
STAFF WRITER

Steuthing is a hobby of
Phyllis Whitchead.

“You never know what
you may find," said
Whitchead, an interior
designer.

Exunples of what she
has found on her excur-
sions through the coun-
tryside are among the
ecleetic furnishin,
Birmingham residence -
one of six featured on

Sunday, Sept. 22 (sce

related story).
‘Whitchead's house was

built in the 1880s. Two

inher

Designers’ Homes on Tour

PLEASE SEE HOME, €2

Phyllis Whitehead refers to a sun room as 2 garden room

because it gives the feeling of sitting In a garden,
Accessories Include lamps made from garden statues,

and a moose head between framed floral prints,

A Clawson company added an Arts
and Cralts ook to the driveway of

a Birmingham house, In keeplng
with the era of the residence.

Compliments pull
into artistic driveway

BY MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

Accessories for a house
aren't limited to the inte-
rior or even the yard.

And outdoor trim
doesn't stop at the house
or cven a fence.

‘Thke, for example, the
driveway at a
Birminghom house,
Colored concrete hins
transformed the drive-

way into a giant artistic
accessory, onc that is
turning heads, stopping
passersby and drawing
rave reviews,

‘The family baught the
house two years ago. It
was built in 1912. When
work was going to be
donc on the drivewny, the
family wanted the Jook to
be special,

“\Ve really wanted to
respect the era of the

house,” said resident

Jﬂ{'},ﬁx‘)&m;ﬂc of PHOICS BY TOM HOFFMIYER | ECCTNIR

Clnwson sat down with Janlce Morgan stands on the family's driveway, which has drawn

the family nnd developed  attention because of its artistic look.

adesign that cvokes an

Arts and Crafts look. the surface resembles some kind of paver look,”
The driveway now is wood because of the Morgan said.

dressed in an arrange- swirls in the concrete. The surface was feund

ment of des, in e Is at the to be more conducive to

shades called palomino bottom of the i t

(a mellow gold) and also convey Arts and

leather {(n medium Crafts style. mlemicos homecomm el

brown). At first glance, *1 initinlly wanted 1243)901:2569

If you have one, they will come, M8
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Place your next GARAGE SALE ad
tor only 4 bucks a llnel—1-803-579-SELL




