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Tuxedo
cat brings
much joy

=2 he first time [ saw

EE him, he was sitting

motionless on the cor-
wer, half'a block from my
house, Beeuuse it was twi-
tight, 1 could not distinguish
much, but it didn't seem
important at the time.

Late the next worning, 1
walked out to pot aletterin
the mailbox and saw some
movement in bushes a short
distance away. Squirrels ure
eampering about
hborhood, so I paid
little nttention to the
rusthing of leaves,

Unbeknownst to me, what
lurked in those bushes
would dramatienlly alter my
life.

A vouple days had passed
when Lsuw him a secon
i1 ring beside my
eway, and 1 could clearly
see the black & white tuxedo
and hair that was visibly
matted and ynruly.

Momentarily, our eyes met
and | quickly turned away
and drew the blind, hoping
that he had not noticed
me staring.

—

Momentarily, our eyes met
and 1 gquickly turned away
and drew the blind, hoping
that ke had not noticed me
staring. The following
morning, ! was startled to
see him peering in my direc-
tion [rom the bush where 1
previously thought T had
heard squirrels.

There was no doubt that
he saw me, 50 T ealled out to
him, “Come out of hiding,
you cownrd!” With that, he
bolted and ran in the oppo-
site direction.

Seeing him again that
night, 1 realized that he was
young and even more
disheveled than 1 had
remembered. Growing
appeared more
v and even closer (o
1y like n stalker and
1 wondered why he had cho-
senme,

1 could have calted
anthoritics to pick him up,
bt 1 seused that he was
sisply lonely, hungry, and
homeless. It oceorred to e
that he could be erazed and
1 struggled with acom-
pelling moral obigation to
comfort those in need.

A week had gone by amd
Tie ow sat pitifully in my
pareh chni, as the sun
dropped belaw the horizon.
Unlatching the door, 1
opencd it only an it
I contda't prediet his reac:
tien. Surprisingly, he made
no eflort 1o move, so I spoke
sultly 1o him and he mur-
murcd n harely audible
respinse,

Should 1 be fearful of
inviting him inside; what if
he wouldn't leave?
Abandoning all sense of rea-
son, | pushed the door wide
open and stepped cantiously
towared him, holding out my
harwl in henevolent gesture,
ood up, stretched his
s though he had been
sitting there for howrs, and
fullowed me into the house,

Leading him to the
kitchen, Toflered bim v
picee of leflover chicken
froms dinuer and poured
same milk, Devouring the
food with a seemingly insa-
tiable appetit then wan-
dered into the
where he sat wy
in the wingback chair and
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mam Anita Peterson chats, Lillian is a whirlwind of activity.

There are thousands of
abandoned Chinese children
waiting to be adopted,
according to officials with
Great Wall. The children are
between the ages of 6 months
and 13 years. More than 95
percent of them are girls, but
boys are also available.
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Doug und Anita Peterson of
Farmington are enjoying the
new person in thei lives. And
they plan to make it alife-long
commitment.

Doug and Anita are among
1,600 families in the U.S. who
chose to adopt a child through
the Great Wall China Adoption
program.

The couple were introduced to
a little girl not long ago in her
homeland of China, when she
was just 1. months old.

Now Lillinn is 27 months old
and like niost youngsters, she's a
bundle of energy in the
Farmington histaric district
home she shares with her adop-
tive parents and their dog.

Doug and Anita are among
1,600 familics in the U.S, who
chose to adopt a child through
the Great Wall China Adoption

program.

‘There are thousands of aban-
doned Chinese children waiting
to be adopted, according to offi-
cinls with Great Wall. The chil-
dren are between the ages of 6
months and 13 years. More than
95 percent of them are gitls, but
boys are also available.

The Farmington couple start-
ed thinking about ndopting a
child in November 1999.

After examining domestic
adoption agencies, they learned
about the Great Wall.

In February 2000 the

s  Petersons started the paperwork

and completed it in June of that
year,
They were approved by the
ado

Above, Doug and Anita Peterson’s lives were changed by Lililan, thelr adopted daughter. Below, while

Chinesc gov to
Lillian, and they picked her up in
August 2001 !

Anita and Doug sald they

Farmington couple finds jOy
hrough foreign adoption

received a small picture of the
girl when she was six months old
and they were happy to hear she
came from a foster family sct-
ting.

Part of the reason they chose
the Great Wall program was the
adoption process in China is well
documented, Doug said.

*There was less opportunitics
for problems,” he said.

‘The couple said they realized
being parents for the first time in
their Inte 30s with a child
already out of the infant stage
was going to be n challenge.

But they wouldn't change a
thing.

‘Their trip to China was enjoy-
able and they joined dozens of
other couples visiting Beijing to
pick up their adopted children
thraugh the program.

The Petersons hepe to bring Lillian
back to her homeland someday, so she
can learn more about her roots.

“We enjoyed the trip,” sald
Doug. Anita said they both took
some Chinese language classes to
prep themselves for the visit to
the arca. They plan to return so
Lillian ean experience her her-
itage and her hometown when
she's older.

*“We want her 1o knaw the cul-
ural aspeets so she does have
her histery,” Anita said.

‘The couple said they may even
consider adopting another child
from China.

Deb Morse of Berkley is the
castern Michigan representative
for the Great Wall China )

. Adoption program, which was
started about six years ago by
Snow Wu, a Chinese Nationalist
who now lives in .

Morse and her husband’
recently adopted their second
child from China.

Great Wall China Adoption is
encouraging other people or cou-
ples to consider adopting the
many abandoned ren fn
China looking for a Joving home.

‘Who is cligible to adopt?

# Individuals 30-60 years old

W Married couples

M Childless couples

Families with children *

For more information about
the agency, call Morse at (248)
544-1366.
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Web sites help untangle knotty homework

Students don't have to ask mom and dad for help
with math, social studies, science and English ngain.
Now they have their own place to get help on the
Internet.

There arc two new Internet-based tutoring pro-
grams offered through several local libraries. The par-

icipating libraries are Farmi C i
Library in Farmington Hills: www.farmlib.ong West
Dloomficld hip Public Library: wwhiib.org;
Baldwin Public Library in Birmingham: www.hald-
winlib.ong Bleomficld Township Public Library:
www.biplong and the Independence Township
Library in Clarkston:
www.netronetlib.mius/INDE/.

‘The new programs are eatled TutorMe and ARer-
{lours Answers and nve part of Live Homework Help
for students in grades 412,

Here's how they work

TtorMe is available daity from 3-12 p.m. Students
can log on to onc of the participating library's Web
site, click on Conncct to a Librarian, then click on
TutorMe. Once they enter their grade level and seleet

On-line Classroom tutors are certified teachers,
college professars, professional tutors and ’
graduate school students who meet stringent
sefection and screening criteria.

Web browsing. Tutors can help with math equations,
ideas for papers and writing assignments, proofread
papers and do much more.

There's lso a cyberspace librarian ready to help stu-
dents through the After-Hours Answers service when
the library is closed, such as during holidays, The pro-
gram is easy to use. Go to the library's Web site, click
on Connect to a Librarian, then click on the After
Hours Answer hutton. :

thic subject they want help, they immediately are con-
nected to a tutor in an On-line Classroom for up to 40
minutes of help.

On-line Classroom lu’lcrs are certified teachers, col-

Users will be asked to echlem ashort form to sk
their lon. Then they will be connected to a refer-
cnce fibrarian, Users can talk with the llbmran
through a chat function until their questions are

The eyt librarian may direct them
to Web sites and other resources related to their ques
tion. Users will get a complete transcript of the chat
and a list of all the Web sites visited once the seasion is

legey profe ] tutors an d
school students who meet stri lectionand
screening criteria,

On-line Classroom provides students a way to
review ageciﬁc homework questions through a con-
trolled chat, nn interactive white board and shared

Librarians at participating librariea are excited
about the new tutoring programs for students,

1fyou have more questions, call the Farmington
Community Libmry, (248) 474-7770.
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